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ORDERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


.'?;///   JutU',  1906 

Ordered  -.  That  tho  Petition  of  H.  van  Renen,  [)reseiited  to  the 
House  on  the  r)th  instant,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  for 
inquiry  and  report,  the  Committee  to  have  power  to  takt-  evidence 
and  call  for  })apers,  and  to  consist  of  six  members,  to  be  a])pointed 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Rules  and  Orders. 


2nd  July,  1!W0. 

Ordered  :  That  the  following  members  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Petition  of  H.  van  Renen  :  Messrs.  Oats,  Jagger, 
^Falan,  Molteno,  Oliver  and  Maasdorj) :  Mr.  Oats  to  be  Chairman  : 
unless  all  the  members  be  present  there  shall  l)e  no  meeting  of 
tlie  Committee. 


I7t/i  July,    190(1. 

Ordered  :  That  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Sur- 
veyor-General's Office,  dated  the  HOtii  May,  11)05,  be  referred  to 
I  lie  (\)mniittee. 


Ill 


REPORT 

OF    THK 

SELKC/T  CH)MMriTi:E.  appointed  l)y  Orders  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  27th  .lune. 
and  t)ie  2n(l  July.  1906.  to  inquire  into  and 
leport  upon  tlie  Petition  of  II.  van  Renen. 
]jresented  to  the  House  on  the  5th  June  ;  the 
Coniniittee  to  have  powe]-  to  take  evidenee  and 
eal]  for  pHi)ers.  and  to  (;onsist  of  Messrs.  ()ATs, 
JACiGHi;.  ^^ALAX.  MoLTEXO.  Oliveij.  and 
MAASDOifl*:  Mr.  OATS  to  be  Ohairman  ;  and  no 
ineetinu  of  tlie  (^onnnittee  to  be  held,  unless 
all  tlie  nienibei's  be  prc^sent. 

1.  Your  Oonnnittee  have  eonsidered  the  Report 
and  the  evidenee  attached  thereto  of  the  Select 
Committee  ])resented  to  the  Honourable  tlie  House 
of  Assembly',  last  year,  on  this  subject,  and  liave 
taken  further  evidence  and  be^'  to  submit  the 
followiiiij:  Re])ort  thei'eon. 

2.  Your  Committee  tind  that  when  the  ILonoui- 
rd)le  Mr.  Fuller  took  office  as  Ministei'  for 
Ani-iculture,  he  found  himself  at  the  head  ol"  a 
depaitment  which  was  not  giving  public  satisfac- 
tion, especially  wvvv-  complaints  made  against  the 
Surveyor-Cienei-aTs  branch  of  the  Department, 
which  had  fallen  into  a  condition  of  laxity  and 
want  oi'  discipline  that  had  been  the  growtli  of 
years. 

;>.  In  August.  \^M)4.  Capt.  Jurisch.  tlie  then 
Survey  (jr-Cjeneral,  died,  and  a  successor  had  to  be 
api)ointed.  and  Mr.  Kulle]-  thus  tools  the  oppoi'- 
tunity  of  doing  what  he  believed  to  be  nec(^ssarv 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  yervice  and  reform 
the  J)epartment.     Mr.  van    Renen    was   then    and 
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had  been  for  sonic  time  Acting  SurYcyor-Gcncral, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  would  have  been 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Surveyor- Oeneral. 
Tpon  consultation  with  the  then  permanent  head 
of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and  also  with  his 
Assistant.  Mr.  Fullc]-  was  impressed  by  these 
gentlemen,  that  in  their  opinion  Mr.  van  llenen 
was  not  strong  enougli  as  an  administrator  to 
carry  out  the  re-organiz;ation  which  was  contem- 
plated by  them,  nor  of  bringing  about  the  nc^cessary 
reforms  in  the  oflice. 

4.  Influenced  by  the  opinion  of  these  gxuitlemen 
and  by  comphiints  made  to  him  from  outside  a.s  to 
the  lax  conduct  of  the  office,  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  Avould  not  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  ])ublic  to  give  Mr.  van  R(?nen  the  permancmt 
appointment  of  Surveyor- (leneral. 

5.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  your  C^ommittcH' 
after  carefully  considering  the  evi deduce  arc^  of 
opinion  that  he  was  amply  justified. 

6.  Your  Committee  would,  liowever,  desii'e  to 
place?  on  record  that  there  is  no  imputation  on  tlu^ 
character  of  Mr.  A^an  Iicnen,  nor  upon  his  capability 
as  a  surve^'or.  and  one  of  high  repute.  Late  in  life 
Mr.  van  Renen  Avas  induced  to  quit  the  field  for 
office  Avork,  and  became,  unfortnnaiely  foi'liimseli', 
]^art  of  a  system  characterized  by  laxity  and 
neglect.  This  condition  of  tlie  office  Avas  not  aftri- 
l)utable  to  him.  nor  does  the  CAidence  shoAv  tliat 
these  comph)ints.  during  tlie  time  lie  was  Acting 
Head  o I'  the  office.  Avere  greater' than  formerly  :  l)iit 
it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  vanlvcnen  did  mucb  to 
im]iroA^e  matters. 

7.  AVlien  Mr.  f\iller  decided  in  liis  mind  that  the 
permanent  a])pointment  could  not:  hv  giA-^en  to  Mr. 
A^an  Kenen.  it  is  to  be  r-egretted  tliat  lie  did  not  s(h' 
Ml-.  A^an  Renen  himself  and  explain  to  him  franldy 
but  firmly  why  he  was  not  able  to  giA^e  him  the 
permanent  appointment.  This,  your  (V)mmitt(H' 
think,   would  have  probably   led  to  an   amicabi(^ 


arran^eincDt  bcinij^  conic  to.  Finally,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  efficient  working"  of  the  Survevor- 
(Icnerals  Office,  your  (^)mniitt(^e  ai'C  of  opinioTi 
that  Mr.  van  Henen  should  h(^  placed  on  pension, 
and  th(\v  would  recommend  his  case  to  the  most 
favourable  consid(M'ation  of  the  Houses 

^ANCIS  OATS. 

Chairman. 

( 'ommittee  llooms, 
House  of  Assembly. 
14th  Auoust.  190G. 
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RAPPORT 


VAX    HET 

(JEKOZEN  COMITE.  aanocsteld  door  llosoluties 
van  de  WotucTcndo  A^ergadcriiig  van  21  Jnni 
en  2  Jul!  1906,  om  onderzoekin  to  stcllcni  naar 
en  to  rapportoeren  op  do  Petitie  van  li.  van 
Jlencn.  inoediend  op  5  .Juni  ;  het  Comito  niaclit 
to  liobben  oetuigonis  in  to  winneii  en  oni 
papioren  te  vragon  en  te  l)estaan  uit  do  lieei'en 
Oats,  J  agger.  Mala^^  Molteno,  Oliver  en 
MAAhiDORP, — de  heer  Oats  Voorzltter  te  zijn  ; 
en  tenzij  al  de  leden  te.i^enwoordiu'  zijn  er  ,Li'een 
vei'<iaderino  van  het  (bniite  te  zijn. 

Uw  Comite  lieeft  bet  Rapport  met  de  <^etni<^>-(^nis 
darH'bij  van  bet  Oekozen  Comite  op  deze  zaak  inpje- 
diend  ])ij  de  Wetgevende  A^ergadcring  biatste 
sessie.  ov(H-wogen  ;  zij  beeft  A^erdere  getuigenis 
ingewonnen  en  wensclit  nn  bet  volgende  Eapport 
in  te  dienen. 

2.  Tw  Comite  vindt  dat  toen  de  Edek'  beer 
Fuller  Minister  van  Landbouw  werd,  liij  zicli  aan 
t  boofd  van  een  Dex)artement  ))evond  waarmee 
bet  ])nbliek  niet  tevreden  was  ;  vooral  waren  er 
kbjcliten  legen  de  Landmeter-Oenera^jTs  tak  van 
liet  r)ex)artement  die  in  een  toestand  van  gebrek 
aan  orde  en  discipline  vcrkeerde  lets  dat  jaren 
reeds  aan  den  gang  was. 


[n  Augustus  1904  stiert  Kapt.  .luriseb.  de 
toenmalige  Landmeter-Generaal.  en  een  opvolgei- 
moest  aangestekl  worden.  De  beer  Fuller  mxm 
deze  gelegenbeid  te  baat  om  te  doen  wat  liij  g(^- 
lootde  iioodig  te  zijn  in  beking  van  tkMi  publieke 
dienst  en  de  verl)etering  van  bet  i)epartem(>rit. 
De  heer  van  llencn  Avas  toen,  en  reeds  eenige  tijd 
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tjeledcn.  Waarneinendo  I^rindnTctcr-Gciu'raal  c-n  in 
de  ncwone  loop  van  zakcn  zoii  hij  tot  Landnu'tci-- 
(Jeneraal  ])evorderd  uowordcn  zijii.  Dc'  bctM-  l'\illei' 
raadpleot^dc  hot  toenniali<ie  hoofd  van  lu^t  J.aud- 
bouw  Departomcnt  vu  dicns  Assistcnt  en  dcze 
heci'on  niaakton  den  indruk  op  lieni  dat  in  liunne 
opinio  do  hoer  van  Henen  niet  st(^rk  lienoeo  was 
als  een  administrateui-  oni  de  reoruanizat  ie,  di(^ 
men  in  "t  oo^'  liad.  door  te  zetten.  en  ook  niei  om 
de  noodige  verbeterinui'en  in  het  kantoor  teweeir  to 
bren<^cn . 

4.  (leinfluenceerd  door  de  opinio  van  deze  beeren 
en  door  klachten  van  l)uilen  omtrent  het  L^el)rek 
aan  discipline  in  het  kantoor.  kwani  liij  tot  liet 
l)esluit  dat  het  niet  in  ])elano  van  het  pu})liek  zou 
zijn  oni  den  beer  van  K(^nen  permanent  aan  tv 
stellen  als  Landmeter-Crencrard. 

f).  Tw  (/omite.  na  de  ,i>etui,uenis  zoryA'uUliy-  ovei-- 
wogen  te  hebl)en.  is  van  opinio  dat  hij  ten  voile 
ij:erechtvaai-di<4d  was  om  tot  (lit  beslnit  te  komen. 

i).  V^y  Comite  wenscht  eehter  aan  te  teekenen 
(lat  er  geen  blaam  geworpen  wordt  op  lu^t  karakti'r 
van  den  heer  van  Henen.  noch  op  zijn  bevoegdheid 
als  landmeter — als  zoodanig  staat  hij  boog  aange- 
schreven.  lioeds  ver  gevorderd  in  jai'on  word  de 
heer  van  licncn  bewogen  het  veld  te  verlaten  voor 
Ivantooi'-wei'k  en  hij  word,  ongeliikkig  voor  hem. 
deel  van  een  stelsel  gekenmerkt  door  zwaldvo  dis- 
cipline en  nalatigbeid.  Deze  toestand  van  het 
kantoor  was  niet  aan  hem  toe  te  schiijven.  en 
evenmin  toonl  de  getuigenis  dat  de  klacbtcn.  in 
den  lijd  dat  hij  liet  W'aarnemeiHl  llnoi'd  was. 
tah'ijkei' dan  vroegei-  warcn  ;  maai'  bet  biijkt  ook 
niet  dat  de  heer  van  !!cncn  veel  dcvd  on)  /.Mk'cn  te 
vcrbete]-en. 

7.  liet  is  le  beti-eni'cn  dat  de  bcci-  I'nl  iiM'.  toen 
hij  tot  hot  ix'shiil  kwani.  dat  de  beer  van  henen 
niet  permanent  l\on  aaiiiicsteld  worden.  zniks  niel 
aan    den    beei'   van    henen  zelf   l)ekend  maakti-    en 
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aaii  hem  duidelijk  niaar  J'erni  uitledge  waarom 
hij  niet  in  staat  was  hem  permanent  aan  tc; 
stellen.  Dit,  zoo  meent  uw  Comite.  zou  heel  nioge- 
lijk  oeleid  hel)ben  tot  een  vriendschappelijkc; 
schikidng.  Ten  slotte.  nw  Comite  is  van  opinio 
dat  hot  in  bolang  van  de  doeltrett'ende  working 
van  het  kantoor  van  den  Landmetei'-Cjoneraal  zal 
zijn  indien  de  heer  van  Eenen  geijensioeneerd  word 
en  zij  wil  zijn  geval  aan  de  gunstigste  overweging 
van  het  Iluis  aanbevelen. 

FRANCIS  OATS, 

Voorzitter. 


Comite  Kamer, 

Wetgevende  Yergaderinii. 
14  Anoustus  1906. 


PROCEEDINGS    OE   COMMITTEE. 


PROCKKDINciS  OF  TFfK  SkleOT  ( 'OMMITTEH,  ai>i)<)intt'(l  by  Orders 
of  the  House  of  Asseml)ly.  ilated  the  27tli  .luiieiiiul  the  2n<l 
July.  IWi],  to  iii([uii'e  into  ami  re]>oi't  U|)<in  the  I^Mitiou  of 
II.  van  Iveiien.  presented  to  the  TTouse  on  the  .")th  iiiBIaiit  :  the 
Couiniittee  to  ha\c  ])o\ver  to  take  evich'iice  and  eall  for  ])ai)ers  : 
and  to  consist  of  Messrs.  ()ATS.  .)A(;(;HI{.  Malan,  >rOLTKX(), 
Ol-IVKR  and  MaxsDORP:  Mr.  OaTS  to  be  Chairman:  no 
nieetiii<i:  of  the  ( "oinmii tee  to  be  lichl  indess  all  the  nietnbei-s 
be    ))reseilt. 


Friday,  dfh  J  nli/.  I'lni;, 

I'ltKSHN'l'  : 
Mr.  Oats  (Ohairniau). 


-M  r.  .tauc^er. 
Mr.  Muian. 
Ml'.  Moltelio. 


Mr.  OliviT. 
Mr.  Maasdor 


Clerk  read  Orders  of  tlie  House,  dateil  the  27t  li  .1  une  and  i  he 
2nd  .lidy,  I'.HIG,  a})i)ointin^  the  Coiuniiltee,  and  Mi'.  Oats  Chairman. 

Ch-rk  read  and  laid  upon  the  Tal)le  the  Petition  of  11.  \aii  lieiieii. 
[Appendix   A.] 

The  Coniniittee  delil)erated  and  adjouiMied  until  'I'liesday.  the 
17tli  .lulv.  at   lO.l;")  a.m. 


Tin-^dari,    I7fh   .hih/.    lUiiC. 


Mr.  .Ia--er. 
Mr.  Oliver. 


1  he 
At,'rieu 
M. 


PitKSKN'l-  : 

Mr.  Oats  (Chaii-man). 

Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Molteno. 
Mr.  Maasdor]). 

Ilonoural)l<'    Ai-thur    .John     Fuller,    M.L.A.,    Sei-retar 
Iture,  was  examined,  and  ])ut  in  : 
'jnorandum  re  the  appointment  of  Mr    A.  H.  Corinsh 

len  as  Acting' Surveyoi-(  Jeneral.    [Appendix  1').] 

-(!(;,     I'ctilion  ui    H.  \  :ui  iiiiicii. 


X  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COMMITTEE. 

Resolved  :  That  the  (Chairman  make  application  to  the  House 
tor  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Surveyor-Creneral's 
Office,  dated  30th  May,  1905,  to  be  referred  to  the  ('ommittee. 

The  Committee  deliberated  and  adjourned  until  Mondav,  at 
10.15  a.m. 


Mohday,  :2ord  July.   IQOd. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Oats  (Cliairman). 

Mi- 

J  agger. 

Mr.  Oliver. 

Mr 

Malan. 

Mr.  Maasdoi'p 

Mr 

Molteno. 

Clerk  read  Ordei-  of  the  House,  dated  thr  17th  instant 
i-eferring  to  the  Committee  t])e  Report  of  the  Select  ('ommittee  on 
the  Snrvevor-General'R  Office  (S.C.  •i;5-d905)  <lated  rhe  ;',()th  ATav, 
1005. 
CHerk  laid  copien  of  the  Report  u[)on  tlie  Table. 
The  Honourable  Arthur  .lohn  Fullei-.  M.L.A..  Secr^'tai-y  for 
Agriculture,  was  further  examined,  and  ])Ut  in  : 

Memorandum   with  references    t<>   the   absence   on   sick  leave 

and  ordinary  leave  of  Officers  of  the  Sui'veyor-Cxenerars 

Department  during    the   pei-iod   Mav,    1904.   to  .Januai'v, 

1906.     [A])i)endix  C] 

The    Committee    delibei-ated.    and   adjouiMied    until    Friday,  ai 

10.15  a.m. 


Friday,  27tli  .Inly,    lUOfi. 


RrESENT : 

Mr.  Oats  (Chaicman). 

Mr.  ,) agger.  Mi-.  Malan. 

Mr.  Oliver.  Mr.  Maasdoi-}*. 

Mr.  Molteno. 

The  Honourable  Arthur  Joiin  Fuller.  M.L.A..  Secri'tary  foi- 
A'^riculture,  was  further  examined, 

Mr.  Gilbert  Neville  Williams,  First  (Mass  (Mcrk.  Au-ricuitural 
l)(^partment,  was  examined,  and  put  in  : 

(1)  Memoi-andum  re  Re-ori,'anization  of  Sur\  evoi--(renciMrs 
Office.     [Ai)j)endix  D.] 

(2)  Copy  of  two  U'tters,  dated  tlie  19th  July,  1901,  addressed  to 
the  Surveyor-Oenei-al  l)y  the  ITndci-  Secretary  for  Agricul- 
ture.    [Appendix  F],] 

()))  Memorandum  of  mattcu's  to  be  wholly  dealt  with  l).\  i  he 
Sni-vcyor-Ceneral.      [Appendix   F.] 


PUOCEEDINO.S    Op-    COMMITTKK.  Xl 

Kesolvt'd  :  That  a  printed  coj)}'  of  tlie  cvidfucf  ^mvcii  Ijy  the 
Honounii)lt'  tilt'  iSecrt'tai-y  for  A^n-ii-ulture  and  Mr.  (J.  N.  WillianiK 
be  ft)r\varded  to  Mr.  van  IJenen  to  rnal)le  tlit-  Committee  to 
t'xaniine  him  upon  it. 

The  ("oniinittwf  (h-lilirratcd  and  adjonriit'd  until  Friday,  ai 
1(1.1')  a.m. 


Frnhnj,     Jiiil    Amjiisf^    I'.iOtj 


I'KESEXT  : 

M r .   O.Vf s    ( CI  1  a i rni an). 

Mr.  J  agger.  Mi-.  Malan. 

Mr.  Oliver.  Mr.  Maasdoip. 

]\Ir.  Molteno. 

The  Chairman  stated  tliat  Mr.  Speaker  had  ruled  that  a  eopy  oi 
the  evideiiee  given  hv  the  Seeretarv  for  Agriculture  and  Mr. 
Williams  eould  not  he  communicated  to  Mr.  van  Renen.  hut  that 
any  cjuestions  could  he  asked  him  U))on  the  said  evidence. 

Mr.  Henry  van  Renen,  Assistant  .Survevm-General,  was  examined. 

The  Coininittee  delihorated  and  adjourned  until  .M(jnday,  at  12 
noon. 


Mimdni/,  Htli    .\iiiiii.<t.    I'.liHL 


IMiESEXT 


Mr.   ().\rs    (Chairman 


Mr.  Jagyer. 
Mr.  OHver. 
Mr.  ;Molteno. 


Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Maasdorp. 


Messrs.  \.  W.  Green,  Private  Seeretarv  tn  the  Seci'etarv  for 
Auricnltui-e  :  W.  P.  Murray.  Registrar  Surveyor.  Deeds  Oflice.  and 
Clement    Fosttu-,  Attorney,  were  examined. 

Tilt,'  Ctunmitte    tleliheraterl    ami    adjournetl    until   Tue^dav.   at     1 L' 

UOOll. 


1' iii-sihni,  7fli   .\ii<iii.<f.   I'liit;. 


I'HF.SKXT  : 

-Mr.    Oa'i^    (Chairmai 


Mr.  Ja<,'ger. 
Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Molteno 


.Mr.   Oliver. 
-Ml.  .Maasdoi-n. 


The   Committe    dejil)erateti    anil    adjourned    until     to-morrow,    at 
9. .'50    a.m. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  COMMITTEE. 

\V('(hic6(l(n/,  ^th   .\//f/i/sf,  1900. 


PRESENT  : 

]Mr.   Oats   (Chairman). 
Mr.  Jagger.  Mr.  Oliver. 

Mr.  Malan.  Mr.  Maasdorp. 

Mr.  Molteno. 
The   Committee    deliberated    and    adjourned    until    Monday,    at 
10.]  5   a.m. 


JJoru/ai/,  l-ith  A  iKjuHf,  lULHL 


PRESENT : 


Mr.   Oats   (Chairman). 


Ml-.  Jagger. 
Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Moltenc. 


Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Maasdorp. 


The  Chairman  exhibited  original  copy  of  the  memorandum  by 
Mr.  W.  IT.  Tooke  to  the  Minister  for  Agriculture. 

Mr.  William  Hammond  Tooke,  late  Assistant  Under  Secretary 
for  Agriculture,  was  examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated  and  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at 
10.1 0   a.m. 


Tinsdai,,  IJiili  Aiujiisi,  lUOi}. 


]\Ir.   Oa'is    (C'hairman; 


^Ir.  Jagger. 
Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.    Molteno. 

The  Ho)ioui"al)Ic    (,\jl()iict 
.■Secretary,    was  examined. 
The  Chairman  submitted 


Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Maasdorj). 


C.    W   Crewe    C.P)..    M.L.A..  (^oh>!iial 

I    Draft   Re])ort,  as  ft)ll()ws:- 

1.  Your  Committee  have  considered  the  Reptn-t  and  the  evi- 
dence attached  tliei-cto,  of  the  Select  Committee,  presented 
to  tJK"  Honourable  the  House  of  Assembly  last  year  on  this 
sul)ject,  and  have  taken  further  evidenc<'.  and  iK'g  to  submit 
tlie   following    Report    thereon: 

2.  Your  Committo  find  that  when  the  Honourable  Air.  Fuller 
took  office  as  Minister  for  Agriculture  he  foun<l  himself  at 
the    head    of   a    Department    wliich    was   not    giving    public 
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sat  ihl'act  idii,  i'.-.))(.'cial!v  \vci\  cunijjlaiiit-  iiiacic  auam-^i  tiit- 
Survi'vor-(;<iici-ar>  hraiuh  d'  ihc  Depart nu'iit.  wliirli  iiad 
falifu  into  a  ciiiKiii  loll  of  !a.\H\'  and  want  of  (lisci])Iiiu>  that 
had    ])vv\i   the   ar^wt  h   of  vvar>. 

'A.  In  AtiL,Mi>t.  I'JiM.  C'apt.  .Juri>cl).  the  then  Sui'vcynr 
(lonera!  died,  and  a  siK-(H'.->.sor  had  to  \tv  appoint(>d.  and  Mi-. 
FiiiliT  tiiustook  t  hv  op))oi't  unit  V  of  doinn-  what  he  liciieved 
to  b;-  lUH-essarv  in  the  intei^'.sts  of  the  ptihlie  s<M'vict'  auei 
reform  tlie  Depart  in<nt .  Mi',  van  Iveiien  \va^  th<'n.  and 
iiad  been  for  soiiu-  tune.  Aetini;'  Survevor-CIeneral.  and  in 
the  o!-diiiaiv  conr.M'  wonid  havL-  lieeii  promoted  to  t  hi'  ])ovi- 
tion    of   Snrvevor-CJciifrai. 

Upon  eonsnitat  ion  wiili  the  tlien  perniaiK;nt.  head  of  the  AL;ri- 
cnlttiral  Di'])ai-t  nuiit ,  and  al.-o  with  his  Assistant.  Mr. 
Fuller  was  ini])re.-s<Ml  bv  tlu.-e  (jentlenien  that  in  their 
opinion  .Mr.  van  Iveiien  was  not  stronu'  iMioui^h  as  an  ad- 
ministrator to  earrv  out  the  re-ori^anisat  ion  which  wa-  eon- 
tem])lat<'d  bv  them  noi-  of  l)rinL;inu'  al)otit  the  neeessarv 
reforms  in   the   office. 

4.  Inthienced  bv  llie  o])inion  of  tlieso  gentlemen  and  l)v  com- 
plaints ma<le  to  him  from  otitside  as  to  the  la.x  eondiict  of 
the  oflice.  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  in 
the  interest  of  t  lie  pu])lic  to  g'ive  Mr.  van  Reiien  the  pei'- 
manent    appointment  of   Survevor-Gen>  rai. 

o.  In  cominu'  to  tliis  conclusion.  y(jur  Committee,  after  care- 
fully considering'  the  evidenc-e.  are  of  opinion  that  he  was 
amply    jtistified. 

fi.  Yotir  Committee  would,  however,  desire  to  place  on  r<'cord 
that  there  is  no  imputation  on  the  charact<n'  of  Mr.  van 
R<-nen.  iicu-  tipon  his  capability  as  a  stirvevor,  and  one  of 
high  rejuito.  Latt>  in  life  Mr.  van  Renen  was  induced  to 
quit  the  iield  foi-  otHcc  work,  and  Ijecame.  ttnfort tjiiat ely  for 
hims-elf.  part  of  a  system  characterised  l)y  laxitv  and  uca:- 
lect.  This  condition  of  the  oflice  was  not  attri!)Utable  to 
him,  nor  docs  the  evidence  show  that  these-  complaints  dui'- 
iiig  the  time  he  was  Aciinn'  head  of  the  ollict'  were  greater 
than  formerly,  but  it  does  not  ajipear  that  JNIr.  van  Reiu>n 
(lid  much  to  improve  matters. 

7.  When  Mr.  Fullei'  decided  m  his  mind  that  t  h<'  pei'manent 
appointment  could  not  be  ii'iven  to  Mr.  van  Renen.  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  lie  did  not  see  Mr.  van  Ri'ueii  himself  and 
explain  to  him  frankly  init  lirndy  wiiy  he  was  not  able  to 
giye  him  the  ])ermanent  appcuntment.  This  your  Committee 
think  would  iiave  probably  led  to  an  amicable  arrangemeut 
lx)ing  come  to.  Finally,  in  the  intei-ests  of  the  eff'u'ient 
working  r)f  tlu'  Suryeyor-Oeneral's  Olliee,  v(Uir  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  van  Rcnien  should  be  placed  on 
pension,  and  tliev  would  recommend  hi^  ca.se  to  the  most 
favourable  consideration  of  the  II(Uisc. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  abov<'  Draft    Report. 

.\.l':— !>''.     Petition  ■)!'  II.  v;in  Hi".i.'ii,  C 
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Paragraplis  One  to  Four  put  and  agi'oed  to. 

On  Paragraph  Five, 

Air.  Molteno  moved  :  To  omit  all  the  words  after  "  that  '"  to 
the  end  of  the  pai"agrapli,  and  substitute  "  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture did  not  take  reasonable  steps  to  inform  himself  as  to  tiie 
fitness  of  Mr.  van  Renen  for  the  office  of  Surveyor-General,  nor 
did  he  have  any  interview  with  Mr.  van  Renen  regarding  the 
working  of  the  Surveyor-General's  Office.  Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Van  Reiren  showed  want  of  judgment  in  resisting 
the  retirement  of  the  late  Mr.  Maclear  on  pension,  but  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  only  Acting  Surveyor-General  at 
the  time,  they  do  not  ccmsider  this  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  supei- 
session.  Your  Committee  thei'efore  sec  no  reason  to  alter  the  de- 
cision which  the  Committee  of  last  year  came  to." 

Upon    which     the  Committee  divided  : 


Ayes — 2. 
Mr.  Molteno. 
Mr.   Malan. 


NoKS-  4. 
The  Chairman 


Ml 
Ml 
Ml 


Jagger. 

Maasdorp. 

Oliver. 


Motion  ac:ct)rdingly  negatived. 

The  Paragraph  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  Six  and  Seven  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Molteno  moved  :  That  the  following  be  a  new  paragraph  : 

"  Your  Committee  regret  that  after  the  appointment  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  this  subject  last  session,  and  the  pre- 
sentation of  their  tentative  report,  with  a  view  to  continued 
inquiry  during  the  present  session,  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture confirmed  the  acting  appointment  of  Mr.  Cornish- 
Bo  wden  as  Surveyor-General  during  the  recess." 

Upon  which   tlie  (Committee  divided  : 


AYES--2. 

Mr.   Molteno. 
Mr.   Malan. 


Noes-   4. 
The  Chairman. 
Mr.  Jagger. 
Mr.   Maasdor]). 
Mr.  Oliver. 


Motion  accordingly  negatived. 

Resolved  ;   That  tlie  Cliairman  report  accordingly. 
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Tuesdcuj.  ]  7ih  Jidi/.  1906. 


Mr.  Oats  r(TiMiniiJui 


Mr.  JaufLrer, 
Mr.  Moltcno. 


Mr.  ]\lMhin. 
Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Maasdorp. 

77ie  Flonourdbb^  Arihvr  John  Fulh:)'.  Secretary  for 
A<jfricultnre.  examined. 

L  Cha/rmd ii.^  Ton  have  ])eeii  summoned  here  .-'"j^- 
at  the  request  ot"  the  Committee  to  tell  us  what 
you  knoAV  aljout  the  case  of  Mr.  A^an  Ilenen  :  now  ^^'^  '"  ^'"" 
wt)uld  you  be  prepjired  to  make  a  statement  with 
re(j:ard  to  that  matter? — I  have  prepared  a  memo- 
randum on  the  subiect  wdiich  i  think  will  perliaps 
facditate  business.  1  will  read  this  memorandum 
to  the  Committee  and  put  it  in.  together  with  cer- 
tain annexures  attached  to  it.  Memorandum 
read  and  put  in.  Ap])(Mulix  J].]  Then  I  have 
attaciu^d  to  this  memorandum  a  iriinute  hy  the 
ActinLT  I'nder  Secretary  for  A <zri culture,  addressed 
to  the  Miidsier.  (jn  the  same  subject. 

\i.  Mr.  Maldii.  Was  this  MiTUite  written  liefore 
Mr.  Tookc  gave  evidence  before  a  similar  Com- 
mitt(^c  last  year,  or  after  he  uave  that  evidence  ? — 
Xo  ;   bfd'oi'o  he  i^ave  the  evidence  his!  \'ear. 

?).  \\\\<\\  is  tlie  date  of  thi>  ^vlinute  ?-  It  bears  no 
dat(\  but  it  was  written  a])out  tbe  dfilf  of  Captain 
.Suri-ch's  death  ;  we  were  discussing  tbe  niattei-  of 
th<'  appryiirtmeut  of  a  successor  at  tlie  time. 


U)0! 
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\  T^Fure-  '^'  ^^' '  ^-^^^^^"^^•]  ^^^t  t^^fit  could  not  have  been 
""'■  at  the  time  of  Oajit.  Juriscli's  death,  because  when 
■  Capt.  Jurisch  died  Mr.  Currey  was  here  still,  and 
that  Minute  was  eAadontly  written  after  Mr. 
Currey  had  loft  for  Europe  ? — Well,  when  Mr. 
Currey  left  this  question  was  under  consideration, 
and  continued  so  when  xMr.  Tooke  Avas  appointed 
to  act  for  Mr.  Currey. 

5.  Then  that  memorandum  must  have  been 
drawn  up  after  Mr.  Currey  left  ? — Yes. 

6.  3Ir.  3Ialan.'\  At  the  time  when  this  Minute 
AVJis  written  Mr.  van  Eenen  had  not  resigned  ? — 
Oh,  no  ;  vre  were  then  considering  the  question  of 
filling  up  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Ca])t.  Juriscli. 

7.  Eut  in  your  statement  just  read  to  the 
Committee  you  said  that  the  time  when  Mr. 
Cornish- Bo wden  was  appointed  Mr.  van  Eenen  had 
already  resigned  ? — Yes,  wo  were  discussing  this 
matter  ibr  a  considera])le  time,  and  as  a  matter  of 
fact  wliat  kept  the  matter  open  was  the  fact  that 
Dr.  Jameson  was  away  at  the  time  and  Br.  Smartt 
was  acting  foi'  him  ;  Dr.  Smartt  advised  me  very 
strongly  not  to  iill  the  ap])ointment  until  Dr. 
Jameson  returned,  and  of  course  during  the  time 
in  between  we  were  discussing  as  to  what  should 
be  done. 

8.  And  one  of  the  things  that  you  took  into  con- 
sideration in  discussing  that  was  that  Mr.  van 
Eenen  would  have  to  resign  ? — That  was  an  opinion 
not  expressed  by  mo  but  by  Mr.  Tooke,  the 
Acting  Under  Secretary  for  Agricultural  at  the 
time. 

Vf.  But  (iuriiig  your  discussion  of  this  mafter 
tliat  question  was* raised  ? — No.  not  that  I  remem- 
ber. 

10.  AVIiat  other  document  have  you  ?— -A  letter 
from  Mr.  A^an  Eeuen  as  ^\cling  Surveyor-General. 
dat(Ml  l]ie  '^Oth.  August.  1904,  addressed  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Agricu!tui-e  on  the  question 
of  th*^  superannuation  o!"  oilicers  in  the  Department 
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who  hail  rL'Mchcd  the  a^j^e  liiiiil.  i  ]uav  sav  wiih  ' 
rc'ijfard  to  this  k'ttor  that  Mr.  \V.  il.  ilorne,  the 
Chief  CUei-k  and  Mr.  Maelear.  ihe  Kji'.-.l  Clerk,  had-''-^' 
at  tills  time  uot  heyoiui  tlie  aire  ot"  utility.  aii<l  we 
then  considered  thai  a  {'han'_i\.'  wa-  neci-s.-ai'\-.  A'- 
tached  to  the  aljove  meniorriiniuni  is  ;;iso  n 
return  which  was  calkni  for  i)\'  liie  iloiisc 
of  _Vssenii)ly  showii^ii"  ap})he;Uions  for  jiineii'led 
lille  received  by  liic  Survey;)r-v  je'ie;  :ii  dii;- 
i;i_:  tile  two  years  ended  idst  Decemb'M',  190i. 
m  tei'ius  or  ••  Tile  i.and  i'eneons  Amendment  and 
lAt-ntion  Act.  1879.  ' 

11.  M?\  JiKjiier'.  AVill  you  rcrul  tlie  licsolution 
oi  the  House? — Yes.  tlie  i-e<olution  r'--ids  as 
foriows : — i'^or  a  lieturn  ol  ajjplieations  for  amended 
title  received  hy  the  Surveyo]--(leneral  durie,u'  tiie 
two  years  ended  31st  December.  li)i)l.  in  i:  mis  of 
'•  The  Land  Ijcaeons  /imeiidment  find  i^xt.  iision 
Act.  1871)"'  ;  such  iietuin  to  uive  the  nfjiiu-  ol  ilie 
applicant,  the  situation,  oi'  tiie  land  in  r^iu'ct  of 
Avh'ch  t!ie  a];])]ication  wasnnide.  the  date  td'  !'ec"i]it 
of  the  papers  in  th(>  Surveyor-(lenerfir>  «)/.ie!\  the 
date  of  the  i)ublicati(rn  of  tlie  notice  I'eqrdi'ed  by 
si'ction  7  of  til'"  afoT'v'said.  Act.  and  tlie  date  of  the 
issue  of  the  ;;meTided  tiiie.  In  cases  in  which 
more  than  11  dnx's  eia])sed  between  the  date  of  the 
r(^cei})t  of  the  a]M)1ic;il  ion  m  the  Surv(^yor-(  lenerai's 
ohice  and  tie*  publication  of  tlie  noiic(>  unde-i' 
seelioii  7  of  tlie  Act.  the  cau-^e  of  the  delay  to  be 
br;"Uy  ex])biined.  And  wjiere  niori^  tlian  'iV  days 
ehij)S(  (I  hel  ween  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  tiie 
period  of  ()!'  day<  I'ed'i'red  to  in  tlic*  said  section 
7  of  the'  fVct.  and  th.e  bate  oi'  issue  of  the  annnded 
title,  tile  cause  of  sucii  iicday  to  lie  briehy  stated 
in  each  case. 

VI.  Mr.  jujifi-iio.^  That  hetui-n  wa-^  made  su'ose- 
quent  to  the  a])[)(jiiit]nent  of  Mr.  roiabsli- I'-owden  ? 

—  ^b■s. 

];>.  1//'.  .'^'hi'iy.dorjj.  N\"hat  period  doe^.  1  hi>  ie>turii 
cover  y— ddie  two  vears   \[){)\\  and  lilOb 


Hon. 
A.  J.  Fuller. 
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14.  Mr.  Oliver.']  That  is  the  period  during  which 
there  Avere  so  many  complaints  in  consequence  of 
delays  ? — Yes. 

15.  Mr.  Midaii].  But  that  covers  a  longer  period 
than  the  peiviod  for  vvliich  Mr.  van  Renen  was 
acting  V  --Yes,  1903 — 1904. 

16.  Mr.  J  agger.']  For  part  of  that  period  Capt. 
Jurisch  was  Surveyor- General,  and  for  about  >;ix 
montlis  of  the  time  Mr.  van  Eenen  was  acting'  ? — 
Yes. 

17.  When  was  Mr.  van  Eenen  appointt'd  ? — He 
acted  from  the  3rd  Mav  to  the  2nd  I\^ovember. 
1904. 

18.  Mr.  IMcilan].  When  did  Capt.  Juriscli  go 
aw«y  ? — Ahout  tho  3rd  May. 

19.  Mr.  M-olteno.]  Is  tiiere  anything  you  would 
wish  to  add  to  what  you  have  stated  in  your  me- 
morandum?— All  I  Avished  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  covered  by  what  1  said  in  the  memo- 
randum, and  I  thought  it  possible  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  wish  to  examine  me  on  points  therein 
contained. 

20.  Mr.  Malan.l  Well,  Mr.  Fuller,  I  w^ant  to  ask 
you  a  few  questions  about  this  matter  of  the  delays ; 
nov/,  when  you  came  into  office,  had  you  then  com- 
])laints  about  these  delays? — Yes,  from  attorneys. 

21.  When  did  vou  take  office? — In  February, 
1904. 

22.  Was  that  the  time  of  the  boom  in  land?— No, 
I  should  think  the  boom  was  pretty  well  over  then. 

23.  But  even  if  the  boom  was  over,  there  Avas  a 
good  deal  of  arrear  Avork  still  in  the  office?— Yes, 
that  miglit  have  ])een  so,  and,  of  course,  the  records 
of  the  office  Avill  show  that. 

24.  Last  year,  before  a  similar  Committee,  a  ques- 
tion was  piit  to  Mr.  van  Renen,  No.  25,  as  follovv^-: 
"Were  there  any  complaints  during  the  lime  you 
were  Siiryeyor-G(meral?— No.  none.  I  may  explai?") 
that  after  Capt.  Jurisch  left  Ave  had  a  great  deal  of 
work;  the  work  Avas  increased  tremendously— a 
lot  of  work  was  oaven  us  that  used  to  h('  done  in  Ihe 
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Auricultural  Department,  wliicli  was  assigned  then 
to  the  Surveyui'-Generars  oiiice,  and  we  alsu  ha(i  ai 
one  time  no  h'ss  than  lialf-a-clozen  of  the  jjrincipal  ■ 
otlicers  away  siclv.  Ca[)t.  Juriscii,  the  Chief  Ckrk, 
the  Clerk  next  to  the  Chief,  and  three  othc4*  men 
were  all  away  together.  We  consequently  cnuld  not 
manaii'e  the  w^jrk,  ;ind  it  got  consequently  sliiyhtly 
into  arrears  in  some  respect.  Th;it,  ho\\e\ei'.  could 
not  be  helped  in  the  circumstances/'  V\'as  that  fact 
of  their  Ijeinii  short  liaiuied.  on  account  of  several 
chief  ollicers  heino'  awa\-  on  sick  leave,  brought  lo 
your  notice' f— I  think  on  one  occasion — ainl  I  vnv. 
t  ell  you  what  happened  on  that  occasion — Mr.  van 
Renen  came  to  Mr.  Currey  and  asked  for  an  inter- 
view with  me,  but  Mr.  Currey  informed  me  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  wanted  to  see  me  about  irettini:  addi- 
tional assistance. 

'2'j.  What  ste])S  did  you  take  in  consequence  of 
th;it?— Of  course,  Mr.  Currey  was  the  Permanent 
Head  of  the  Department,  and  naturally  I  confi/rred 
with  him,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  olllce  was 
not  undermanned  at  all. 

'2(').  x\nd  so,  althouiih  Capt.  Jurisch,  the  Chief 
Clerlv,  the  Clerk  next  to  the  Chief,  and  three  other 
men  were  away,  no  additional  hands  were  aiven  lu 
them  at  all?— No. 

'27.  So  that  when  Mr.  van  Renen  replied  to  ;'n- 
other  question  last  year,  viz.,  "Did  _\'ou  <iet  any 
s])ecial  assistance  during  that  time^"  thai  he  iiot 
'■  none  whatever,"  he  was  perfectly  right  '. — T  should 
think  ii;'  would  be.  I  may,  howc^ver.  point  out  th;tt 
ihi^  i<  M  (le])artm('nral  matter  that  would  hai'dly 
come  bi'foi'e  the  rvJinister:  lie  miiiht  ;is]\  to  s(h>  me 
about  the  matter,  bul.  of  course,  1  would  consult  the 
iiead  of  tlie  Department,  who  would  have  a  bcllei' 
k]iowIedL£(^  even  thar:  llie  Surveyoi'-de'iernl  of  ihe 
requirtnnents,  b(^cause  all  land  questions  \\(M''*  at 
that  lime  de^dt  with  through  the  A<:]'i'.'ul!  ural  De 
partment. 

•JS.  I]i)wever.  \'ou.  did  not  uive  Mr.  \m]'  ReTvei  ;;ii 
onoortunitv  to  cbscu'^s  this  nndhM-  -.^  itli  \'ou  '.—\  wr^ 
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\  /fuii  r  ^^^-'^i'^^s  to  see  him,  and  I  remember  the  last  time 
.   u  er.  ^^^  came  to  my  office  I  said  to  Mr.  Currey  that  I  had 

July  17,  ]90(;.  to  go  off  to  a  Cabinet  meeting,  and  he  must  tell  Mr. 
van  Renen  I  was  sorry  I  could  not  see  him  person- 
ally then. 

29.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  did  not  meet  him  ?— 
1^0,  I  left  a  few  days  after  that;  it  must  also  be 
borne  in  mind  that  during  this  time  I  was  very 
much  away  from  my  office. 

30.  Is  it  a  fact  that  before  Mr.  van  Eenen  was  ap- 
pointed Acting  Surveyor-General  there  Vv^as  a  large 
number  of  complaints  as  to  delays? — I  think  it  is 
a  fact  that  there  has  been  considerable  complaint 
always — there  Avas  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  public. 

31.  So  that  3^0 u  don't  think  that  these  delays  be- 
came more  pressing  Vvdiile  Mr.  van  Eenen  Avas  act- 
ing?— I  don't  understand  that,  because  the  delays 
complained  of  were  so  comidained  of  while  Mr.  van 
Renen  was  still  acting,  and  I  don't  think  w^e  have 
had  any  complaints  of  delays  since  his  suiierses- 
sion. 

32.  No,  but  before  he  w^as  appointed  Acting  Sur- 
veyor-General there  were  complaints — that  was 
during  the  time  of  the  boom? — Even  before  the 
boom  there  were  complaints ;  as  long  as  I  can  re- 
member the  Department  has  been  regarded  as  un- 
satisfactory, both  by  surveyors  and  attorneys. 

33.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  van  Renen  really  had 
sufficient  time  to  prove  his  ability  to  deal  with  the 
Department  during  the  six  months  that  he  acted? 
— I  think  he  might  have  re-modelled  it  in  certain 
respects. 

34.  Without  the  assistance  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  the  Chief  Clerk,  the  Clerk  next  to  the  Chief 
and  three  other  men? — Of  course,  he  says  that  in 
his  evidence,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  tell  you 
that  it  Avas  so.  These  are  minor  matters  of  detail 
Avhich  would  not  come  before  me  as  Minister,  un- 
less they  are  specially  brought  to  my  notice  by  the 
responsil)le  hvad  of  my  Department. 
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135.  Woulc*  you  l)v  in  a  position  to  ii;ui  oui  exactly 
whollior  the  rt'ply  i^iven  hy  Mi',  van  iicnei!  to  (jues- 
tion  A'o.  '2d  last  year  was  correci  .'— CJii,  yo>.  .luiy  i 

lit).  And  send  it  to  us  oliicially  '. —  ics. 

;]7.  I  (in(i  a  question  })ut  to  Mv.  '!Ool\e  on  the 
(question  of  delays  last  year — ao.i  (ii:() — as  I'ollows. 
"  During'  the  time  Mr.  van  Rinien  was  Acting  bur- 
ve\'()r-{Jenerai  there  were  more  d:elays  thai;  duriiiLr 
tile  p]'e\'ious  year  f — 1  do  not  icn(n\'  Ihai  tin  re  were 
n)oi'e;  the  coni])laints  were  louder,  hut  noi  mo.e 
numei'ous."'  Is  that  a  fact.' — Well,  of  conrs/.  1 
could  not  Irnow  wliat  Inropc^ncvl  prior  to  \ny  com'i:i*i 
into  oHice.  Tiie  com})lainis  were  pretty  ninner^)iis 
when  I  ^ot  into  olllce,  hut  you  will  ui:d{V>ta]^d  ;,iy 
diiiicuhy  to  verify  what  was  the  coiidiiion  liefore  1 
took  office. 

oS,.  Had  }-ou  an  interxiew  with  Mr.  Mohi;]o.  ^he 
Chairman  of  the  Surveyot's"  Associ:!;io!'  ^-~N(;. 

;)9.  Who  had  the  inlerviev.  with  liiin?-  Mr. 
Tool^e. 

40.  Did  he  (H)mmunicate  to  you  the  result  of  iii;!! 
interview '. — Yes. 

41.  V'.'hat  was  the  suhject  of  thad  ( — it  is  uiven  i]i 
his  eviih^nce  hefore  the  (Committee  of  last  year,  and 
is  (piite  cori'eci. 

4:^.  As  stated  in  question  No.  699,  'is  follows: 
"It  ^vas  clearly  to  th(^  eiiect  tlnit  Mr.  ^lolteno 
thought  that  Mr.  van  Eenen's  I'eniovjd — that  h;' 
should  he  superseded  —  undesirahh^  f~  lie  did  not 
thinlx  the  circumstances  warranted  it."  That  i<  so  ? 
—  \'es ;  of  course,  I  may  state  that  my  ohject  therc^ 
was  to  find  out  from  the  Chciirman  of  the  Surveyors' 
Institute  as  to  wdiat-  his  o|)inion  wouhl  he  on  the 
question  of  sup(U'sedin2"  Mr.  \'an  R.emm. 

■;-:].  Now,  accordinix  to  (piestion  No.  'i9^  the  resnil 
of  tile  interview  w;is  communicated  to  yon,  wln;'!i 
you  say  is  cori'ect  :  I'lit  did  t!},'!l  weiLili  at  all  with 
yon  in  this  ruatterr-Of  course,  it  wonid  \\(ML;h  whli 
m(>  as  an  o])inion  of  su_ch  a  o-(^iTtlenian,  l)u!  it  woi'ld 
not  have  th.(>  same  weight  with  um'  as  a^i  o'nnion 
expressed  hy  the  rermatient  Ileati    of    tlu^  DeTKiri- 
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ment,  and  Mr.  Tooke,  whom  I  look  upon  as  knowing 
more  about  land  matters  than  any  other  man  in  the 
country,  was  of  a  dillerent  opinion. 

44.  So  that  you  would  be  largely  guided  in  this 
matter  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tooke  ^ — Very  largely. 

45.  I  find  from  question  INo.  621,  that  Mr.  Tooke 
stated  that  he  never  advised  you  to  supersede  Mr. 
van  Renen  ? — He  did  very  strongly,  in  fact,  both  he 
and  Mr.  Currey. 

46.  Mr.  Tooke  says  in  his  evidence  that  it  was 
only  after  it  had  been  decided  to  supersede  Mr.  van 
Eenen  that  he  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Cornish 
Bowden.  Is  that  correct? — That  may  be,  or  may 
not  be;  but  I  was  very  strongly  advised  during  that 
period,  by  both  Mr.  Tooke  and  Mr.  Currey  that  it 
was  not  advisable  to  give  Mr.  van  Renen  the  ap- 
pointment, and  it  Avas  after  Mr.  Tooke  advised  me 
to  this  effect,  during  Mr.  Currey's  absence,  that  I 
asked  him  to  confer  with  one  of  the  senior  sur- 
veyors. At  that  time  I  wanted  to  get  all  the  guid- 
ance I  could,  and  I  conferred  with  others  besides 
Mr.  Molteno  in  the  w^ay  just  stated. 

47.  Question  No.  021  reads :  "  That  would  imply 
that  you  gave  your  opinion  as  to  the  superseding  of 
Mr.  van  Renen? — No,  although  it  was  my  opinion, 
I  did  not  give  it  in  contrasting  him  with  Mr.  Bow- 
den." So  that  Mr.  van  Reenen's  supersession  was 
already  decided  u})on  when  he  advised  the  api)oint- 
ment  of  Mr.  Cornish  Bowden.  Btit  Mr.  Tooke,  in 
the  Minute  ])ut  in  by  you,  definitely  says  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  should  resign? — He  says  that  he  as- 
sumes that  he  would  resign,  and  on  the  assump- 
tion, of  course,  that  his  recominendation  would  ])e 
carried  out. 

48.  Quite  so,  but  that  is  not  quite  in  accordance 
with  the  evidence  he  iiave  last  year  before  the  Com- 
mittee ? — T  ;im  afraid  Mr.  Too]s:e  is  a  little  unreliable 
'<-n  his  evidence,  as  I  nm  informed  he  gets  very  ner- 
"vous.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  say  that  his  state- 
ments woukd  be  misstatements,  but  I  am  told  ihnt 
rvbeiv^^ver  l^f^  is  called  u])()n  to  givo  evidence  he  gets 
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into  a  very  lii^li  stale  of  nervousness,  and  is  iiai)le, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  i^ive  himself  at)so- 
lutely  away.  Air.  Tooive  is  a  very  highly  nervous 
man,  and  I  am  afraid  he  did  not  cio  himself  justice. 

49.  That  only  shows  the  importance  of  havini>' 
the  date  of  that  Minute,  and  you  think  you  will  be 
able  to  i^ive  us  that  date? — I  will  tj'y  and  get  it;  of 
course,  if  the  original  document  was  dated,  1  will 
be  able  to  supply  the  date.  I  thiidv  this  Minute  was 
written  to  me  early  in  A'ovember,  1904,  and  unfor- 
tunately wdien  (he  Committee  sat  last  year,  during 
my  absence,  it  was  locl\ed  up  in  my  office  table 
drawer. 

50.  Mr.  Jaaaer.]  AVhen  did  Tooke  get  his  ap])oint- 
ment  as  Acting  Under-Secretary  for  Agriculture? — 
October  or  November. 

51.  J/?\  Mala?i.]  Were  you  under  the  impression 
at  the  time  that  Mr.  van  Kenen  w^as  58  years  of  age? 
— Yes,  I  w^as  under  that  impression. 

52.  And  that  practically  he  w^ould  only  have  two 
years'  service  l)efore  he  would  be  retired? — Yes. 

53.  Did  that  weigh  with  you  in  coming  to  a  deci- 
sion in  this  matter? — In  a  degree,  after  consulting 
wdth  Mr.  Currey  about  it,  but  not  wholly  ;  I  felt  that 
there  w^as  a  stronger  reason  in  favour  of  ])lacing  a 
younger  man  at  the  head  of  the  Department. 

54.  How^  did  you  get  this  opinion  as  to  his  age  ? — 
After  consulting  with  Mr.  Currey  on  tlie  geneial 
question  of  the  a|)pointment  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  lie  w-as  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  was  58  yivirs  of  age,  and  I  sup])ose  he 
ur<zed  that  at  the  time  as  another  reason  for  ;jp- 
])oi]ding  a  \'ounger  man,  who  would  be  sironfjer 
and  more  en(>rgetic.  to  n^  niodid  the  otTice. 

55.  Did  you  subserjuently  lind  out  that  lie  wa.s 
onl\'  ~r2  years  of  au'e'  -  Y'es,  fi'om  himsidf. 

56.  And   wa^  that   tbe  reason    why    \()U    ]-e con 
sidered  your  dc^cision  '. — i\o,  that  liad  nothiuL^  to  <'o 
\\\ih  the  matt(M\  and  Mr.  van  ReniMi  k'nows  that. 

57.  Did  yon  tell  liim  so?*  -^'''s:  he  raised  th(^ 
question  of  tlie  appointnKnd,  ar.d  of  course  I  told 
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him  that  the  Government  had  come  to  the  decision 
to  have  a  younger  man  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
ofhce,  in  order  to  re-model  it.  The  age  was  then 
mentioned,  and  I  told  him  that  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  was  58  years  old. 

58.  You  say,  in  your  memorandum,  that  you  sug- 
gested six  months'  sick  leave  to  Mr.  van  Renen,  be- 
cause he  complained  of  nervousness? — Yes,  I  went 
to  his  oftice  to  discuss  the  matter  with  him ;  my  de- 
sire was  to  place  his  case  before  Parliament,  and  at 
that  interview  he  told  me  that  the  worries  that  he 
had  been  subjected  to  had  rather  knocked  him  out, 
both  as  regards  his  farms  which  had  gone  back 
and  the  question  of  the  appointment.  I  went 
straight  to  the  Auditor-General  from  there,  and  told 
him  that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  not  looking  very  Vv-ell, 
as  I  had  had  an  interview  Avith  him.  I  suggested 
that  possibly  it  would  b^e  a  good  thing  to  irive  him. 
leave,  and  the  Auditor-General  said  it  could  be 
done.  I  then  sent  Mr.  Tooke  down  to  arrange  ^ir: 
months'  leave  for  him,  with  the  object  of  placing 
his  case  before  Parliament. 

59.  So  that  he  was  not  correct  in  his  evidence 
when  he  said  that  he  Avas  as  Avell  as  CA^er  before  ■  — 
That  AA^as  my  impression  AA'hen  I  saw  him. 

60.  And  that  he  did  not  suggest  going  on  leave  at 
all? — Pdon't  think  he  suggested  it,  but  it  Avas  from 
the  fact  of  his  giving  me  the  impression  that  he  Avas 
suffering  from  nervous  prostration, 

61.  Mr.  J  agger  ^  Did  he  complain  at  all? — Yes,  he 
did. 

62.  To  you? — Yes,  otherwise  AA'hat  object  could  I 
have  had  in  going  to  the  Auditor-General,  and  sub- 
sequently sending  Mr.  Tooke  to  go  down  and  ar- 
range the  matter? 

63.  Mr.  Mahm.]  He  says  in  his  evidence  that  Mr. 
Tooke  came  there  and  said  to  him.  "  All  we  can  (io 
for  you  is  to  iziA^e  you  six  months'  h^ave  "? — That  is 
quite  correct.  The  o])ject  AA^as  to  place  his  case  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  to  enable  him  to  adjust  his 
farming  matters,  which  had  not  into  an  unsatisfac- 
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tory  coiidilion,  besides  he  having  suiTered  in  conse-       ^^^}^- 
(}uence  of  the  strain.  a.j.j^u 

64.  Was  that  siclv  leave  ?— I  shoukl  iniauine  ihal  ■'"'•'''•  ' 
if  a  man  was  sull'ering  from  a  nervous  str;iin,   and 
was  not  loolving  well,  or  far  from  well,  1  was  (jnite 
justified  in  givinn  him  leave. 

(;').  Ihit  if  you  want  to  give  a  man  a  ehanee  to 
look  after  his  farms,  yon  don't  call  that  sicJv  lea\'e^ 
— Bat  v.'lien  ;i  ma])  is  really  sick  you  would  lie 
justified  in  i^iviiiL;'  him  six  months'  leave. 

GG.  And  when  you  want  Parliament  to  take  his 
case  into  special  consideration,  surely  it  is  not 
necessary,  for  that  purpose,  to  give  him  siclv  leave? 
—  The  impression^  left  on  my  nund  was  that  he  was 
sicK. 

G7.  He  himself  said  that  he  was  not  i — Sup])Osing 
a  man  complained  that  he  v.'as  ill,  the  Government 
can  u'ive  him  six  rnoiiths"  leave,  otherwise  he  can 
only  get  the  oidin;i]'\'  leave  of  thrt'C  months,  on  full 
pay:  and  he  was  oi\'en  the  six  months  so  that  [ 
could  i)lac(^  his  case  V)efore  rarliament  whih^  he- 
was  still  in  tlie  Service.  After  complaiiung  that  he 
was  ill.  1  talve  ii.  that  \y(^  were  justified  to  <zive  him 
the  leave,  and  also  because  he  had  com]:»lained 
about  his  farms. 

G8.  Did  Mr.  van  Renen  discuss  with  yon  the 
question  of  re-organising  his  Department  ( — No.  [ 
would  not  discuss  it  with  him,  as  that  was  a  ques- 
tion between  the  Minister  and  the  Permanent  Head 
of  the  Department. 

G9.  How  then  did  you  come  to  the  position  that 
Mr.  van  Renen  would  not  be  strong  enough  to  re- 
organise the  De])artment'^ — The  conclusion  was 
come  to  a?t(n'  consultation  with  the  Ptn'nianent 
]iead  of  the  l)e])artment,  wlio  was  of  opinion  that 
.Mr.  van  Renen  was  not  the  right  man.  and  I  con- 
si(U^r  Ihal  he  had  good  gi'ounds  for  that  \iew.  I 
must  say  that  I  met  Mr.  van  Renen  on  two  occa- 
sions, and  he  certainly  did  not  impress  nu>  as  ;i  man 
(^f  decision  or  stremjth. 
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A  j^Fui'er  ^^'  ^^^  befoie  taking  a  step  which  involved  the 
^_''^'''''  supersession    of   the    man?— I   deny   that  he  was 

July  17.  lyofi.  supeseded,  because  when  Mr.  Cornish  Bowden  got 
tlie  acting  appointment  Mr.  van  Renen  was  not  in 
the  Service ;  the  appointment  might  not  have  been 
gazetted,  but  he  was  informed  by  me  that  he  would 
have  the  acting  appointment,  as 'Mr.  van  Eenen  had 
resigned. 

71.  But,  according  to  the  Minute  of  Mr.  Tooke, 
the  question  of  appointing  Mr.  Cornish  Bowden 
over  the  head  of  Mr.  van  Renen  was  considered  be- 
fore Mr.  van  Renen  sent  in  his  resignation?— Of 
course,  we  had  been  considering  the  position  for 
some  months. 

72.  Mr.  Tooke  thought  that  Mr.  van  Renen  would 
resign  in  his  Minute  to  you? — It  was  a  natural 
conclusion  to  come  to.  We  decided  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  was  not  fit  for  the  position  of  Surveyor- 
General,  and  it  w^as  natural  to  conclude  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  would  resign. 

73.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  you  sent  for  Mr. 
Cornish  Bowden  and  talked  the  matter  over  with 
him? — Yes. 

74.  Did  you  do  the  same  thing  with  Mr.  van 
Renen  ? — No ;  the  reason  was  that  we  had  come  to 
the  decision  to  appoint  a  younger  man.  The  Prime 
Minister  particularly  wanted  the  man  appointed 
who  was  recommended  by  the  Permanent  Head  of 
my  Department,  and  he  w^anted  to  gauge  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  man,  and  asked  Mr.  Bowden  to  come 
to  his  office.  I  therefore  felt  perfectly  justified  in 
taking  him  to  the  ofhce  of  the  Prime  Minister,  so 
that  the  latter  should  personally  see  the  man  who 
had  been  recommended. 

75.  But  when  you  gave  Mr.  Cornish  Bowdc^n  that 
opportunity,  why  did  you  not  give  Mr.  van  Reni^n 
the  same  opportunity? — Becaus(^  we  did  not  con- 
sider Mr.  van  Renen  capable  for  the  position,  and 
that  he  was  a  fit  and  proper  ])erson  to  make  Sur- 
vevor-General. 
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76.  And    you   came  to  that    coiicluriioii    without       ^on. 
giving  tile  man   an   opportunity   of  placing  before   ^  'J;"'--'- 
yon  proof  of  Iris  capability  or  otherwise? — We  had -T^iy  i;.  iwt; 
opportunities  of  seeing  his  woriv,  and  got  the  advice 

from  the  responsit)ie  Heads  of  the  l)e))annient.  Wr 
shall  have  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  he  was  not 
capable. 

77.  One  step  at  the  time.  You  did  not  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  capacity  of  re- 
organising the  Department  ( — Well,  he  was  written 
to,  at  least  he  was  consulted,  by  Mr.  Currey,  wdio 
assured  me  that  he  would  not  fall  into  line  with  the 
recommendations  that  he  })laced  before  him  as  to 
decentralizing  the  work  of  this  Department.  I 
don't  think  he  ever  made  any  recommendations  of 
his  owm. 

78.  And  as  to  the  delays,  you  did  not  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  causes  of  those  de- 
lays?— I  never  referred  to  Mr.  van  Renen  in  these 
matters.  The  complaints  are  made,  and  I  send  for 
the  Permanent  Head  of  the  Department,  whom  I 
hold  responsible  for  dealing  wdth  such  matters.  I 
referred  to  Mr.  Currey,  as  I  did  not  think  it  was  my 
place  to  refer  to  Mr.  van  Renen. 

79.  But  when  it  is  a  question  of  superseding  a 
man  on  the  ground  of  incapacity,  then  you  don't 
see  him? — I  won't  say  that  he  Avas  superseded  on 
the  ground  of  incapacity  w^holly.  I  felt  that  the 
office  wanted  re-modelling,  and  we  felt  that  it  was 
incumbent  u])on  us  to  put  the  very  best  man  at  the 
head  of  the  office;  of  course,  the  course  of  least  re- 
sistance v\Ould  have  been  to  aj^point  Mr.  van  Renen, 
and  the  old  order  of  things  that  you  have  had  for 
the  last  30  years  w^ould  have  gone  on. 

80.  I  don't  know  that  you  have  re-orijanised  the 
Department  so  com]~)letely ;  youhav(Mnit  ;idditional 
woi'k  there;  and  strengthened  the  staff,  l)ui  Mr.  van 
Renen  never  had  an  opportunity  of  working  under 
the  ne^\'  system? — He  was  opposiul  to  (he  ncnv  sys- 
tem ;  he  was  not  prepared  to  carr\'  it  out. 
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Hon.  81.  A  man  may  not  think  a  thing  advisable,  but 

A.  J.  F^uuer.  ^j^^q^  ]^g  j^g^g  j-q  cany  it  out,  he   may  do  his  very 

best  for  Hi — Yes,  that  may  be  so;  but  you  will  see 
that  we  had  formed  our  conclusion  that  Mr.  van 
Eenen  was  not  the  right  man ;  you  will  readily  un- 
derstand our  difficulty  in  giving  concrete  instances 
w^hich  made  us  take  this  conclusion,  but  on  the 
whole  we  decided  that  he  was  not  a  suitable  man. 

82.  And  therefore  it  is  very  important  for  this 
Committee  to  know  what  were  the  reasons  that 
actuated  you  in  coming  to  that  decision? — Largely 
that  reply  of  his  with  regard  to  superannuation  of 
certain  officers  in  the  oliice,  which  is  attached  to 
the  memorandum  I  put  in.  When  such  a  man  re- 
plied to  you  in  a  document  of  that  kind,  that  it 
would  take  two  years  to  till  the  position  of  an  offi- 
cer who  was  mainly  concerned  with  the  work  of 
amended  titles,  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  there 
was  something  very  wrong  in  the  system.  Suppos- 
ing that  particular  officer  had  died,  would  that 
othce  have  had  to  remain  in  a  chaotic  condition  for 
two  years?  According  to  the  letter  referred  to,  one 
could  come  to  no  other  conclusion. 

S3.  Was  that  the  main  reason  which  actuated 
you? — One  of  the  reasons. 

84.  Did  you  discuss  that  letter  with  Mr.  van 
Renen  ? — No. 

85.  So  that  he  never  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining to  you  the  reasons  for  giving  that  opinion? 
—Not  to  me ;  he  may  have  done  so  to  Mr.  Currey, 
and,  I  take  it,  he  did. 

86.  Last  year  a  similar  Select  Committee  reported 
that  they  could  not  come  to  a  final  decision  in  this 
matter  without  having  your  evidence,  and  Mr.  Cor- 
nish Bowden  was  then  Actini]^  Surveyor-General?— 
Yes. 

87.  Is  he  that  still  now?— No,  he  is  Surveyor- 
General  now. 

88.  When  was  he  a])])ointed  Surveyor-General?— 
Onlv  within  the  last  few  months— quite  recently. 

89.  Of  course,  vou  had  this  report  before  vou?— 
Yes. 
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90.  ^'o\v,  what  actuated  you  in,  so  to  say,  going  ,  "':"ii.. 
against  Parliament,  wliicli  iiad  adopted  tliis  report  { 
— 1  was  not  actuated  at  all  in  going  against  par- •''•■'•'■ ''''-"' 
liament;  1  strongly  advocated  the  appointnieni, 
and,  being  perfectly  satisiied  with  the  way  in  which 
Air.  Cornish  Bowden  had  performed  the  woriv  as 
Acting  kSurveyor-General,  i  made  very  strong  re- 
presentation that  he  siiould  be  appointed. 

\)l.  But  when  Parliament  had  appointed  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  when 
that  Committee  had  brought  u})  a  tentative  re])ort 
on  the  subject  '. — l^arliament  does  not  run  tiie  ofiice 
in  the  meantime;  I  was  perfectly  satisiied  to  leave 
Parliament  to  decide  whether  I  had  acted  wisely  or 
otherwise  in  making  the  appointment,  and  i^irlia- 
ment  still  has  its  ])rivilege. 

92.  But  \"0U  would  not  have  lost  by  waiting  a  few 
months,  until  iliis  Commitiee  should  lurs'e  b'rouu'ht 
up  a  final  report  { — I  had  no  ulterior  motive. 

93.  But  the  service  would  not  have  lost  anything 
by  waitino-? — Xo,  but  I  did  not  allow  the  fact  of  the 
Commitiee  sitting  to  interfere  vs'lth  what  I  con- 
si(Un'ed  my  riiiht,  namely,  in  choosing  the  oiiicer  I 
think  lit  for  the  ])ost. 

94.  It  is  not  a  qut\<iii)!i  of  this  Committee  sittinu'; 
it  is  a  question  of  Parliament  havini>'  ado])ted  a  ten- 
tative report,  and  before  Parliament  has  an  onpor- 
tunity  of  sfiving  a  final  voice  in  the  matter  you  over- 
ride the  decision  of  Parliament,  because  it  is  a  deci- 
sion of  I^arlianien!  now? — I  don'i  think  I  should  i)e 
affected  in  the  silLihtest  degree  b_\'  a  report  which  is 
incomplete  —  \'ou  still  had  to  take  my  evidence — 
and  besides,  t  considei"  this  Committee  has  still  tie- 
power  to  take  whab.^ver  steps  the_\'  ma_\'  think  (it 
with  regard  t(^  the  appointment  I  nnide. 

95.  Don't  you  think'  that,  seeing  the  Service  could 
not  have  lost  anythinu'  thereby,  you  would  have 
shov/n  a  little  more  respect  to  Parliament  if  the  act- 
ing- appointn^ent  had  continucHl  until  after  the  ])!'e- 
sent  Session  ^-T  considered  that  you  wtn'e  ])lacing 
Mr.  Cornish  Bowchm  in  a  verv  invidious  ])osition 
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by  keeping  him  acting  for  the  time  being  when  I, 
as  the  Minister,  was  perfectly    satisfied    that    Iris 
oor,.  worli  of  re-modelling  the  ofiice  had  been  efficiently 
carried  out.     I  intendetl  no  slight  upon  tins  Com 
mittee  by  what  I  did. 

96.  No,  not  to  the  Committee,  but  to  Parliament 
— it  was  a  resolution  of  Parliament  ? — I  feel  that 
there  is  ample  justification  for  what  I  did,  and  I 
feel  that  Parliament  will  endorse  my  action. 

97.  Did  you  investigate  the  qualifications  of  Mr. 
(vOrnish-Bowdea  as  a  surveyor^ — ^es. 

98.  In  what  way? — I  got  the  opinions  of  people 
qualified  to  judge;  I  got  perhaps  the  best  opinion 
in  this  country — I  was  advised  by  Sir  David  Gill. 

90.  ..  : .  I'oinisli-Jlowdrii  Lmve  wiOencG  before  the 
Committee  last  year,  and  was  very  frank  in  his 
statements  ? — Yes. 

100.  And  from  that  evidence  it  does  not  a|)])ear 
that  he  has  any  special  qualifications  at  all? — Af+er 
all,  I  think  that  the  primar^^  question  in  being  a 
successful  Surveyor-General  is  not  that  of  being  a 
very  efficient  surveyor,  but  I  believe  this  much,  that 
Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  is  as  goo'i  a  man  as  you  ^\ill 
find  in  this  country  for  the  post,  as  he  carries  with 
his  qualifications  as  a  surve3^or  what  most  of  the 
others  laclv,  namely,  the  qualifications  of  being  able 
tf)  oro-atiize  and  administer,  f  say  that  it  is  better 
for  a  man  in  that  post  to  have  the  administrative 
ability,  because  he  can  always  get  someone  else  to 
do  the  other  part  of  the  Avork 

101.  Don't  you  think  it  is  advisable  for  the  S'lr 
veyor-General  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  country  ? 
— I  think  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  Mr. 
':^:)rrris]i-J]ov,flen  has  no  i^iiowledge  of  the  cotinlrx'; 
he  has  not  been  very  long  in  the  country,  it  is  true, 
but  he  has  considerable  knowledge  of  the  country. 

102.  We  had  it  in  evidence  hist  year  that  he  was 
erigaged  on  railwax'  survevs  in  tlie  (tistrict  of  Ma:- 
mesltury,  and  that  from  there  he  went  !o  King  Wil- 
liam's Town,  where,  however,  he  couki  not  do  nincli 
owing  to  the  operations  of  the  War^    fb^  has  ]ierii 
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in  the  Tran&kei,  aiui  up  couniry  at  Barkly  East  l)e-       Jfoji. 
sides.     With  the  exception  of  the  time  the  late  Sur-  ^"  _" 
veyor-General  spent    on  the   Land   Commission,  I  Jui.v  i:.  lyuo. 
tiiink   Ml'.   ( 'ornish^Bowden  has  seen  more  of  the 
country  than  Capt.  Jurisch,  and  knows  more  of  tlie 
people. 

103.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  he  was  a  sur- 
veyor for  only  a  few  years,  and  that  the  only  coun- 
try places  he  had  been  to  were  Malmeslmry,  where 
he  was  employed  on  railway  surveys,  and  subse- 
quently King  William's  Town,  where,  however, 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  War,  there  was  not 
much  to  do.  Now  do  you  consider  that  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  country? — I  think  that  when  he 
was  recommended  by  Capt.  -Iiirisch.  the  latter  must 
have  felt  that  he  was  qualified,  and  they  made  a 
big  elTort  to  get  him  into  the  Department. 

104.  Yes,  Mr.  van  Renen  suggested  his  name? — 
And  I  think  holds  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  capa- 
bilities. 

105.  Does  he  know  any  Dutch? — He  understands 
it,  and  knows  quite  enough  for  the  post. 

106.  Has  he  l)een  qualified  since  his  appoint- 
ment?—I  don't  think  that  he  has,  and  I  don't  think 
there  is  much  necessity  for  it. 

107.  Last  year  he  told  the  Committee  he  did  not 
know  Dutch?— He  w^ould  be  able  to  follow  a  con- 
versation; he  is  not  a  Dutch  scholar,  buT  he  knows 
sufficient  for  the  office  of  Surveyor-General. 

108.  He  was  put  the  question  by  Mr.  dagger  last 
year  whether  he  was  qualifying  in  Dutch,  and  he 
answered  "  No."  Now,  is  that  the  spirit  in  which 
a  Head  of  a  Department,  who  comes  in  contact  with 
the  Dutch-speaking  population,  should  regard  the 
matter? — I  know  that  the  Dutchmen,  who  come  in 
contact  with  him,  speak  very  well  of  him  to  me. 

109.  I  want  an  answer  to  my  question,  which  is 
whether  you  consider  that  that  is  the  attitude  the 
responsible  Head  of  a  Department  should  take  up? 
— I  consider  that  he  has  a  sufficient  knowledge  of 
Dutch  to  etficiently  work  the    Surveyor-General's 

A2:.  I9()t\— Petit  ion  of  II.  van  Renen.  B 
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A  ^Fuller  I^^P^J'^i^^iit,  aiid  should  it  happen  that  a  difficulty 
_"  "■  arises  where  he  cannot  follow  people,  he  is  always 
July  17, 190G.  able  to  get  somebody  to  interpret  for  him, 

110.  Do  you  think  he  should  take  up  the  atti- 
tude :  "  I  don't  know  Dutch  and  I  don't  care  to  know 
it  "  ? — I  don't  know  that  he  takes  up  that  attitude ; 
I  think  he  is  very  anxious  to  learn  it. 

111.  Mr.  J  agger  ^  Do  you  think  he  is  learning  it? 
— I  don't  know  whether  he  really  has  the  time ;  he 
has  very  long  hours,  and  works  very  late  at  night. 

112.  Could  he  read  the  old  Dutch  titles,  because 
the  older  Deeds  must  be  made  out  in  Dutch? — I 
would  not  be  prepared  to  answer  that,  but  I  daresay 
he  would  find  difficulty  there;  he  could,  however, 
get  a  translation. 

113.  You  say  Mr.  Currey  brought  to  your  notice 
the  want  of  system  and  the  laxity  in  the  office? — 
And  other  people  as  well. 

114.  In  what  form  were  these  matters  brought  to 
your  notice — by  letters  and  so  forth? — They  were 
made  personally  by  men  calling  on  me  and  com- 
plaining— in  fact,  railing  at  the  delays  with  regard 
to  the  issue  of  amended  titles. 

115.  But  how  long  had  those  complaints  gone  on, 
since  when? — As  long  as  I  have  been  in  the  office 
complaints  have  been  made. 

116.  Under  Capt.  Jurisch  even?— Yes. 

117.  And  under  Mr.  Templer  Home?— I  was  not 
in  the  office  then. 

118.  You  say,  of  course,  that  you  acted  upon  Mr. 
Currey's  advice  in  the  first  instance? — Yes. 

119.  Have  you  any  minute  from  Mr.  Currey  bear- 
ing upon  the  matter? — No. 

120.  Could  you  get  any  corroborative  evidence 
of  what  Mr.  Currey's  view^s  have  been  ? — The  only 
one  I  could  think  of  is  my  Private  Secretary,  who 
was  present  at  interviews  with  Mr.  Currey  on  sev- 
eral occasions. 

121.  At  any  rate,  he  could  give  some  corrobora- 
tive evidence? — Yes. 
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122.  I  suppose  there  is  no  feeling  between  'Mr. 
Currey  and  Mr.  van  Renen .' — I  don't  think  so. 

123.  They  never  had  a  cross  in  an}'  sliajje  or 
form  '. — No. 

124.  Or  between  Mr.  Tooke  and  Mr.  van  Renen  ^ 
— No;  I  think  they  have  very  friendly  feelings  for 
him,  but  they  were  simply  impressed  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  re-modelling  of  the  ofhce. 

125.  Now  as  regards  one  of  the  later  questions 
put  to  vou  by  Mr.  Malan  in  reference  to  the  report 
of  a  similar  Committee  last  year  which  had  t)een 
adopted  by  Parliament,  I  suppose  you  took  it  that 
the  responsibility  rested  with  you  as  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  Departments — I  felt  that  it  was  a 
big  responsibility. 

126.  I  mean  to  say  in  making  the  permanent  ap- 
pointment?— I  felt  that  I  was  responsible  for  the 
office.  I  felt  that  if  any  mistake  were  made  I  would 
have  to  bear  the  blame,  and  I  felt  sure  that  Mr. 
Cornish-Bowden  was  quite  capable  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion to  advantage.  After  having  tried  him,  I  had 
every  confidence  in  him.  Of  course,  the  ap])oint- 
ment  rests  with  the  Minister,  and  if  I'arliament  is 
dissatisfied  with  what  I  had  done  it  has  a  course 
open  to  it.  To  be  very  candid,  the  point  raised  l)y 
Mr.  Malan  never  occurred  to  me.  I  was  travelling 
about  with  the  Co-operative  Expert,  and  I  simply 
sent  a  wdre  to  the  Prime  Minister,  urging  upon  him 
the  necessity  of  filling  the  appointment,  and  the 
question  raised  by  Mr.  Malan  never  occurred  to  me 
for  a  moment. 

127.  Why  should  it  strike  you  on  your  travels? — 
I  wanted  ]3r.  Hutcheon  appointed  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  farmers  had  expressed  the  desire  that  he 
should  get  the  permanent  appointment,  and  in  sug- 
gesting his  appointment  I  thought  I  might  make 
the  two  appointments  at  the  same  time. 

128.  Well,  now"  this  interview  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  had  with  Dr.  Jameson,  was  that  after  Mr. 
Cornish  Bowden  had  been  appointed?— No  ;  that 
w^as  about  the  16th  or  17th  of  Noveml)er.    His  resig- 
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A  j^i'uiier  ^^^^^^  came  in,  I  think,  the  day  following  the  in- 
'  ■  _''  ^'^'  toi'view  the  Prime  Minister  had  with  Mr.  Cornish- 

Juiyi7.i90(i.  Bowden. 

129.  But  then,  of  course,  after  that  Mr.  van  Renen 
had  an  interview  with  Dr.  Jameson?— Yes;  he  had 
an  interview  with  Dr.  Jameson  on  the  22nd  Novem- 
ber. 

130.  Of  course,  this  matter  of  the  reorganization 
of  the  Department  seems  to  have  been  brought  to 
your  notice  almost  at  the  time  you  took  office? — 
Yes. 

131.  You  said  you  got  other  opinions  as  to  Mr. 
Cornish-Bowden's  qualifications? — Yes. 

132.  Did  anybody  else  besides  Sir  David  Gill  give 
an  opinion  ? — No,  not  outside  the  Permanent  Heads 
of  the  Denartment. 

133.  What  has  Sir  David  Gill  got  to  do  with  it?— 
He  is  a  scientist,  and  quite  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion. 

134.  But  vrould  not  Sir  David  Gill  perhaps  be  a 
little  biassed — He  might  know  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden 
and  not  Mr.  van  Renen? — That  might  be  so,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  was  not ;  but  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  a  gentleman  in  his  position 
would  be  biassed. 

135.  Did  you  purposely  consult  Sir  David  Gill  or 
w^as  it  casually  done  ? — My  point  was  to  solicit  from 
qualified  persons  their  opinions  as  to  what  the 
qualifications  of  the  Surveyor-General  should  be.  I 
was,  of  course,  impressed  by  his  work  in  the  office, 
but  I  felt  that  I  had  to  go  further  than  that. 

136.  Have  you  retired  Mr.  Brink,  who  is  one  of 
the  men  mentioned  in  the  memorandum? — No; 
Maclear  was  the  man  who  particularly  had  to  do 
with  the  amended  titles,  but  he  died  since  being 
pensioned. 

137.  How  is  the  work  going  on  now? — Very  satis- 
factorily. 

138.  Much  better?— Yes. 

139.  Mr.  Malan.]  One  man  or  two  men  doing  the 
work? — One    man.      I    would    suggest    that    Mr. 
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Murray,  who  acted  for  Mr.  van  Keenen  whilst  ho       i^o°. 
was  away  on  lea\'e,  be  called  to  give  evidence.  '   '  _" 

140.  Mr.  J  agger.]  Is  he  in  that'office  f— No,  he  is -^^'ly  i"-^906. 
in  the  Deeds  Office,  but  he  is  a  qualified  surv^eyor. 

141.  Mr.  Malan.]  On  what  point  do  you  mean  to 
call  Mr.  Murray? — Mr.  Murray  acted  for  Mr.  van 
Renen,  and  had  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
amended  fitles  and  with  the  re-modelling  of  the 
office. 

142.  Mr.  Jagger.]  A  good  deal  was  made  several 
times  last  year  before  the  Committee  about  this 
Avant  of  assistance  and  about  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate staff  in  the  office.  Have  you  any  recollection 
of  discussing  the  matter  with  ^Ir.  Currey  ? — Yes, 
Mr.  C'urrey  told  me  that  Mr.  van  Kenen  had  made 
a  complaint  and  wanted  assistance.  On  another 
occasion,  on  the  demise  of  ('apt.  Jurisch:  he  also 
had  an  interview  Avith  Mr.  Currey  al)out  the  ap- 
pointment, but  we  left  the  whole  maWer  in  abey- 
ance then. 

143.  I  suppose  one  reason  why  you  did  not  give 
this  increased  assistance  was  because  of  this  con- 
templated reorganization  ? — Yes. 


Moiuhui.  2Sr((  Jah/.  V.tliij. 
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Ml-.  Oats  (Cluiirinaii.) 


Mr.  .hii;uer. 
Mr.  MmUiii. 
Mr.  Molteno. 


Mr.  Olivei'. 
Mr.  M;i;isdoi']». 


Ill''  li<)i\()(ir(ihh'  Arthur  .lo/ni  Fuller.  S> crffa /// 
for  A'/ricnllii rr.  fui-tlicr  cxMiniiicd. 

144.   CIt(urii}(in.']      When    we    rose    on    the     last    xheTion. 
occasion    I   tliink   Mi-.    .\ral?m    li;i-  jiist    conipleted  -^' -I'-^^^^er. 
examining  you  ? — Yes.      1   Iimvc    here  ;i    nu'moran- July  23,  i906. 
dum  with  reLiard  to  tlic  mfittci-   of  thf  six    ollicci's 
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Tiieiion.  who  woro  supposcd  to  1)G  Oil  Icavo  during  the 
■_"  "'  period  when  the  stress  of  work  was  said  to  have 
July  2s.  iiKx;.  ^ggj^  so  heavy.  This  memorandum  shows  at  a 
glance  the  number  of  officers  absent  on  leave 
during  tlie  period  for  which  Mr.  van  Rcnen  acted, 
viz.,  8rd  May,  1904,  to  15th  December,  1904,  also 
for  the  purposes  of  comparison  a  similar  return 
for  the  period  January  to  July,  1905,  during  which 
Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  first  acted  as  Surveyor- 
General  and  also  for  the  six  months  January  to 
June.  1906,  since  his  coniirmation  in  the  post. 
[Memorandum  put  in — see  Appendix.]  Perhaps 
it  is  as  well  that  I  should  explain  that  after  the 
reorganization  of  that  branch  of  the  department 
had  taken  place  we  also  had  to  consider  the  reorga- 
nization of  the  head  office.  Wq  tliought  that  while 
Mr.  Currey  was  a  very  excellent  officer  as  an  officer 
he  did  not  come  into  touch  with  the  farmers,  and 
that  lie  did  not  inspire  coiiffdence  in  that  respect. 
We  had  evei-y  confidence  in  his  ability,  and  we 
looked  upon  him  as  a  very  able  oincer,  but  he 
failed  in  that  respect,  and  Ave  felt  that  the  farmers 
wanted  somebody  with  whom  they  could  deal 
moi'o  confidently.  Our  intention  then  was  to 
put  Dr.  Ilutcheon  in  Mr.  Currey 's  place,  because 
"vve  felt  he  would  1)0  able  to  deal  with  the  agricul- 
tural problems  with  whicli  we  were  faced  better 
than  Mr.  Currey,  who,  as  [  have  said,  was  some- 
what diffident  about  coming  into  contact  with  the 
farmers. 

145.  J/r.  Jlffhni.]  T  understand  fi'oni  Mr.  Currey's 
evidence  that  the  main  reason  for  preferring  Mr. 
Cornish-l>owden  over  Mi-,  van  licuien  was  that  he 
was  a  lietter  olficial  ;  is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

14().  And  yet  liere  when  you  su1)sequently  re- 
organized tlie  Agricultural  Department,  you  oust 
the  man  whom  you  consider  a  competent  otRcial 
because  lie  is  not  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the 
farmers  ? — Is  that  question  supposed  to  l)e  a 
puzzle  ? 
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]\7.  TliMl  is  wiifil  yuLi  said? — 1  iinvt'  nivcii  you 
luy  reason  wiiy. 

148.  Mr.  JIolir/Kj.]  You  have  I  suppose  care- 
fully read  the  evideiiee  Liiveii  last  year? — Yes. 

14^).  Did  you  ever  coiiinieiit  on  Mr.  van  Renen's 
Avorlv  ? — You  mean  in  the  olllce  ?     Yi's.  1  did. 

150.  Did  you  ever  communicate  with  him  '.-' — 2so, 
never. 

151.  lie  has  stated  that  "'he  never  received  any 
com])laiiU     ?-  1  never  communicfited  witli  him. 

]5V.  You  never  had  an  inlervie^v  Avith  Mr.  van 
l\enen  aftei'  you  hecame  Minister  Avith  regard  to 
tlie  reoruanization  of  his  office? — Xo. 

15;).  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  oi'  fact  tliat  on 
several  occasions  he  vreiit  to  your  office  to  discuss 
the  matter  Avitli  yoit  ? — Xo.  I  am  not  aAvare  that 
he  ever  went  to  see  me  on.  the  (juestion  of  rc- 
oriianisation. 

154.  Vou  have  had  your  attention  called  to  that 
})art  of  his  evidence  whei'e  he  states  that  he  made 
a])])lication  to  have  an  interview  with  you  many 
times  through  the  head  of  his  J)(M)artment  ? — On 
only  one  occasion  was  it  intimated  to  me  that  Mr. 
\'an  henen  waiUcd  to  see  me. 

155.  .Vs  a  matter  of  fact  fi'om  the  time  yoit  bo- 
came  ^vlinistcM'  until  before  his  supersession  as 
acting  Surveyoi'-GcMieral  yoti  had  no  interview 
Avith  liim  ?- — Yes.  I  liad. 

15G.  ile  says  in  his  evidence  that  only  once  did 
he  meet  you  at  all  ai'ter  your  accession  to  office 
and  that  was  when  lie  was  called  in  to  attend 
ti[)on  a  de])Utati(jn  which  waited  upon  you? — Yes. 
that  is  (juite  ti'Ue  he  did  see  me  then  but  he  met 
me  after  that  also. 

157.  After  v(m  had  decided  to  su])er>ede  him?  — 
Yes. 

15(S.  You  have  stated  that  befoi'e  you  ap})ointed 
Mr.  ('orinsh-J](jwden  yoti  had  seen  him  about  a 
dozen  times? — It  may  be  about  that,  1  had  never 
met  him  previous  to  taking  oi'lice. 


The  H.ai. 
A..].  Fuller. 
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Theiion.         ;i59    You     say    in     vour     memorandum     ''  Mr. 

'—      '  Bowden  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  me  up  to  the 

July  28. 1906.  ^j^-^Q  t}-^.^^!^  I  accepted  office  and  I  had  only  come 

into  contact  with  him  about  a  dozen  times  since 

that ''  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

160.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  van  Ecnen  says  that 
you  sent  for  Mr.  Bowden  who  was  his  inferior 
officer  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  reor<2^aniza- 
tion  of  the  Surveyor- Generals  office  with  him 
instead  of  scndiniy  for  Mr.  van  Renen  ? — No.  1  did 
not  send  for  Mr.  Cornish-Bo  wden  for  that  purpose 
at  all. 

161.  For  wliat  purpose  did  you  send  for  him 
then  ? — I  sent  for  him  with  the  object  of  takin^^ 
him  to  the  Prime  Minister  as  a  man  wliom  the 
office  had  selected  as  a  proper  person  to  succeed 
Captai n  Juri  sch. 

162.  Tiiat  was  after  you  d(;termined  to  supersede 
Mr.  Van  Benen  when  you  sent  for  Mr.  Cornish- 
Bowdon  ? — I  have  no  recollection  of  haAdno-  sent 
for  Mr.  Cornish-Bo  wden  to  discuss  this  cpiestion 
except  on  that  occasion. 

168.  Mr.  Af((/a)i.]  In  what  way  did  you  come 
into  contact  with  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  seeing  that 
he  was  not  the  head  of  the  department? — This 
very  deputation  that  met  me  when  Mr.  van 
Eenen  was  present  and  Avhich  I  referred  to  just 
now  met  me  a  second  time  and  on  that  occasion 
Mr.  (^Ornish- l^owden  represented  the  office.  That 
was  how  I  came  into  contact  Avith  him  and  I  was 
very  much  struck  with  the  grasp  lie  seemed  to 
have  of  the  matter  then  under  discussion. 
That  was  really  the  first  occassion  that  I  came 
into  touch  with  him  that  I  can  remember. 

164.  AVas  tliat  tlie  only  occasion  ?— On  many 
other  occasions  ho  Avas  sent  up  from  the  office  on 
matters  ol'  title,  but  of  those  occasions  I  liaAX>  no 
distinct  recollection  ;  I  have  a  faint  recollection  of 
having  met  him  in  the  oflicc^  on  scA^eral  occasions. 

165.  And  not  Mr.  A^an  Renen  ? — Xo.  he  was  sent 
up  by  ]\[r.  A^an  Renen. 


COMMITIKE   ON    PETITION    OF    II.    VAN    HKNF.N.  25 

166.  Mr.  Ja<j(fer.']     The  point  is  "wlicn  you  scut    TheHon. 
down   for   information  to   the  Survcyor-(ionerars  -^- J-^^ii®"^- 
office    did    they    send    up     Mi*.    Cornish- J]owden  .Tuiy -':5,  laoe. 
or  did  you  send  for  him  y — On  this  occasion  when 

the  disputation  was  at  my  office,  I  did   not   send 
foi'  him,  he  was  sent  up  by  the  office. 

167.  ])Ut  on  other  occasions  what  was  the  n'cnerrd 
ruk*  ? — I  came  more*  in  contact  Avith  him  than  with 
]\[r.  van  lienen.  but  1  never  sent  foi'  either  of  them. 
For  instance  when  these  disputations  took  phice  tlie 
particular  representative  who  dealt  Avith  the  sul)- 
ject  Avas  sent  hy  the  office.  I  ncA^^er  made  any 
demand  for  Mr.  JJoAvden. 

168.  Mr.  Molteiw.']  You  know  that  Mr.  van 
Eenen  had  an  interA'iew  Avith  Dr.  Jameson  ? — Yes. 

169.  After  lie  had  seen  him.  you  sc^nt  for  him 
and  saAv  him  y — Yes. 

170.  Did  you  then  tell  him  that  neither  you  nor 
the  Ministers  had  a  Avord  against  him  ])ut  tiiat  you 
had  been  tokl  l)v  Mr.  Currey  that  he  Avas  5(S  years 
of  age  y — Yes. 

171.  Your  only  objection  to  him  was  on  account 
of  hii^  age  ? — Xo,  1  Avent  further  than  that.  I  said 
Ave  Avanted  a  younger  man  to  re-organize^  the  otlice 
Avhicli  had  got  into  disrepute. 

172.  Did  you  tell  him  that  Mr.  Currey  told  you 
that  Mr.  A^an  Eenen  Avas  58  years  of  age? — I  told 
him  1  had  that  impression.  1  do  not  knoAV  Avhether 
I  told  him  that  Mr.  Currey  had  told  me. 

17',].  He  told  you  he  Avas  only  52  ? — Yes. 

174.  Did  that  make  any  impression  on  your 
mind  ? — Xo,  my  reply  to  him  Avas  that  that  Avould 
not  make  any  diifercMice,  as  we  had  determined  to 
ro-organize  the  office,  and  that  1  felt  that  we  wanted 
a  man  to  re-organize  who  had  not  been  too  long  in 
the  office.     Tliat  is  Avhat  I  felt. 

175.  At  the  examination,  when  you  were  away. 
a  great  point  Avas  madc>  in  many  ot  the  qu(sstions 
asked  Avitness(ss  that  Mr.  Cornish-Uowden  had  not 
been  actually  appointed  SurA'evor-(Jeneral.  but  Avas 
only  acting  in  that  ca});icity  ? — ^'e^. 
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A^j'^Fuiier       ^^^^  "^^^^^^  impliccL  that  the  Department  felt  the 
■_"  ^^'  matter   Avas   still   entirely   open  ? — lie    had    l)eeu 
July  -23, 1906.  appointccl  to  act. 

177.  Yes,  but  not  permanently  ? — That  is  so. 

178.  Take  question  78  put  by  Mr.  Jag<^er,  '•  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  has  not  been  appointed  ? " 
You  have  giyen  your  reason.  Although  you  knew 
this  Committee  Avas  sitting  and,  as  far  as  this 
Committee  and  the  House  were  concerned,  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Cornish-ljowden  was  sitb 
judlce,  you  say  you  considered  you  were  quite 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility,  whateyer  the 
linding  of  the  Committee  or  Parliament  might  be 
on  the  question  V — I  felt  that  I  was  responsible  for 
the  good  goyernment  of  the  office,  and  that  my 
justilication  for  making  this  appointment  per- 
manent would  be  apparent  to  the  Committee. 

179.  You  knew  the  Prime  Minister  and  Parlia- 
ment had  handed  oyer  the  question  of  this 
^appointment,  Avliich  Avas  an  acting  one,  to  the 
adjudication  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  ? — I 
kney^  they  had  handed  OA^er  the  question  of  the 
alleged  supersession  of  Mr.  A'^an  Penen  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House. 

180.  Mr.  A^an  Penen  says  that  he  felt  his  position 
when  he  failed  to  obtain  an  interA^icAV  Avith 
yourself  V — Yes. 

181.  Question  119  ])ut  by  the  Chairman  reads 
"Did  it  not  occur  to  you  that  that  Avas  treating  the 
the  office  and  you  A'cry  lightly  ?  " — 1  felt  it  A^ery 
much,  and  A\avnt  not  less  than  half  a  dozen  times 
to  try  and  see  Mr.  Fuller."  Question  120  reads 
"  On  official  business  ?  " — "  Yes.  with  regard  to  the 
office,  to  tell  him  hoAV  things  Ayere  going  ;  1  tliought 
he  ought  to  know."  (Question  121  reads  ''Do  you 
hold  that  you  had  no  official  interyicAy  with  the 
Minister  during  that  time  ?  "—Yes."  And  Question 
122  reads  •'  AVhat  interA^iews  had  you  Avith  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Agiiculture  ?  "" — "'The  only 
interAaews  1  hadAvere  vyitli  regard  to  tlie  reduction 
of  the  estimates."    Do  a'Ou  not  think  that  the  Head 
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ol"  a  Department   onolit   to  liave  liad  sonie  inter-    The  iron. 
view  to  see  sometliiiiu  of  the  liead  of  tliis  De})art- 
ment  ? — I  think  that  if  what  he  said  Avere  true  thnt  -^"'^  - '  '^^^ 
he  had  evei-y  rioht  to  (U'niand  an  ap})ointnient,  hut 
I  deny  those  facts  entirely. 

1<S2.  (7/(f/rt}Hi/i.]  Vou  deny  tliat  a})plieation  for 
an  interview  was  ever  nia(k'  to  you  ? — I  admit  it 
on  one  and  one  occasion  only.  A  request  was  made 
to  me  one  day  to  see  Mr.  van  Jlenen  just  wlien  1 
was  on  tlie  point  of  artendinii'  a  (^d)inet  ^feetino-. 
and  my  reply  to  ^Nfr.  Currey  was  to  tlie  effect  tliat 
I  should  he  xcry  pleased  to  see  liim.  That  was 
the  onl}-  occasion  that  a  repi'csentation  of  that 
kind  Wfis  hrouoht  to  my  notice. 

JS;].  j// .  Jfallnio.]  Here  is  a  (pU'stion  ]vui  hy  the 
Chairman,  numhered  1'^!).  ••  It  would  he  A'cry 
interestino'  to  know  what  time  the  ciiMuoe  t()oi^ 
place  :  you  had  no  jx^-sonal  inter^^■ews  eitlier  Avith 
the  .\o]'ieultural  iNlinistcM'  or  tlie  Tnder  Secrc^trii-y 
up  to  the  time  Mr.  Surrey  went  away,  excepting' 
the  one  casc\  the  deput;ition  occasion  mid  the  other 
reduction  interview."?  .\nd  his  nnswer  is  ••^"o." 
You  have  also  read  the  e\'i(h'nce  L;iven  hv  ]\[r. 
Currey  and  Mr.  a\)oke  ?— Yes. 

184.  And  they  hoth  disclaim  any  ]'es})onsihililv 
for  the  appointment  of  ]vli-.  Cornish- I'owdcn  oxcv 
the  head  of  Mr.  van  henen  y — It  is  a  very  astonish- 
in,o'  thiuii  to  inc. 

185.  Mr.  M<(I((/i.\  Have  you  o()t  the  (hite  of  this 
memorandum  hy  Mr.  Toolvc  Avliich  you  vl'I'vv  to  in 
your  memoi'andum  ? — No.  I  lun^e  the  o]ioinal  hei'c. 
hut  it  does  not  oive  the  date. 

186.  M/'.  Molfriio.^  Vou  know  of  coui-se  that  Mr. 
A^an  Ueiien  had  as  a  matter  of  fact  discussed  tln' 
unsatisfactory  condition  oi'  the  Sui'V(\voi'-(ienerars 
Oftice  with  your  pei'manent  head.  M  r.  Cui'rt\\' ? — 1 
Ivuow  it  now  ihrouoh  reading  the  e\idencc\ 

187.  ^'ou  >ee  what  Mr.  Curi'cy  said  in  (piestion 
?,l'i  in  answei-  to  Mr.  Malan  on  this  same  suhj(>ct . 
'•  Yes.  he  referred  to  the  state  of  the  work  in  the 
ollice.   lie  considered  matters  wei'enotsatisfactorv." 
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The  Hon.    Did  Mr.  Van  Eenen  call  on  yon  with  reference  to 

■_  _"  ^"^^  that  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  ?     You  see  Mr. 

July  2;i  1906.  Currcy  did  not  call  for  Mr.  van  Eenen's  views  with 

regard    to    the    unsatisfactory   condition    of    the 

office  ? — I  have  no  recollection  of  his  having  done 

so. 

188.  The  next  question  is  "  Did  he  ask  for  an 
interview  with  the  Minister  on  tliose  points  ?" 
And  the  answer  was  "  I  think  he  did  ask  once 
whether  I  would  mind  his  seeing  the  Minister. 
Of  course  I  said  no.  The  Minister  is  always  ready 
to  see  anybody  "? — ^Yes. 

189.  You  know  that  the  complaint  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  delays  in  this  office  during 
Mr.  Home's  time  ? — Yes. 

190.  And  during  Captain  Jurisch's  time  ? — Y"es, 
in  fact,  for  all  time. 

191.  The  question  put  to  Mr.  Currey,  No.  375, 
was — "  Were  there  at  the  time,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
complaints  as  to  delays  in  the  Surveyor-General's 
Department  ?  "  and  the  answer  was,  "  Unfortun- 
ately, complaints  have  been  numerous,  both  before 
and  during  this  time.  This  Avas  owing  to  a  block 
of  work."  You  knew  that  in  the  early  part  of 
1904  there  was  a  great  block  of  work  in  the  Land 
Department  of  the  country  owing  to  the  boom  ? — 
Yes,  there  was  a  block  caused  to  great  extent  by 
the  fact  of  having  two  or  three  very  fossilized  men 
running  certain  branches  of  the  ofiice. 

192.  You  do  not  know  that  the  greater  volume 
of  work  was  being  done  than  that  in  proA^ous 
years  ? — Yes,  but  the  boom  would  make  absolutely 
no  difference  with  reference  to  amended  titles  in 
connection  with  which  there  were  all  these  com- 
plaints, and  I  am  not  sure  that  this  boom  really 
existed,  as  far  as  the  SurA^eyor-General's  Office  was 
concerned. 

198.  You  knew  that  his  office  Avas  not  a  perman- 
ent one — that  he  Avas  only  acting  ? — Yes. 

194.  And  you  Avould  not  expect  that  a  man  avIio 
Avas   aciting   Avould  take   as    actiA^e  a  part  in  the 


19n»; 
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Avork   oi"    re-or''aiiisiiiii    the   ullict'  as  he   would  if    The  Hon. 
he  were  permanent  i — C  crtamly  not. 

195.  In  question  870  Mr.  Mahni  asks.  ••  Durinu -^"^ 
that  time  had  you  any  kind  of  eomphiint  of  tlie 
administration  ])y  Mr.  A'an  lleneii  more  than 
about  that  of  liis  predecessor  or  anyone  elst'," 
and  his  answei-  is  ••  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any 
special  com])iaints  or  ,mound  of  complaiiUs  during; 
Mr.  van  Jienen's  period  of  office,  but  J  do  remem- 
ber com2)laints  of  delays.  These  were  also  made 
before  the  time  Mr.  van  Eenen  was  responsible. 
The  feelino  Avas  that  the  office  was  not  quite 
satisfactoi'v."  And  in  Cjuestion  880  in  answer  to 
Mr.  ^Malan  who  asks  ••  Was  there  any  c()ni])laint 
against  him'?  he  says  "l  do  not  know  of  any 
against  liim  personally,  the  general  state  of  the 
office  had  been  called  in  question  mainly  on. 
account  of  delays  in  the  work."  And  in  the  next 
question  when  asked  "Since  the  Land  Ijooui."  he 
replies  ••  Yes  1  suppose  there  was  a  areat  pi'cssure 
of  work  and  that  this  office  j'elt  the  strain'? — 
I  wish  to  impress  this  ])()int  A'eiy  strongly  on  the 
Committee.  1  maintain  that  tlie  l)Oom  had 
nothiuL;  whatever  to  do  with  that  portion 
of  the  work.  I  say  that  a  huid  l)Ooni  need 
not  necessitate  the  slightest  increase  of  work  in 
regard  to  amended  titles,  and  the  dela>'  in  con- 
nection with  the  amended  titles  was  what  the 
public  took  the  j^featcst  exce])tion  to. 

VMS.  Then  do  yoti  say  that  Mr.  (\irrey  had 
nothlim  to  do.  or  had  he  aii}  thinu'  to  do  with  tlie 
]'ecommendation  with  regard  to  the  supei-seding  of 
Mr.  van  Iicnen  ? — I  think  he  had  everything  to  do 
with  it. 

197.  A^ou  know  that  he  says  he  had  nothing  to 
do  wdtli  it  'i — I  think  1  had  ])etter  perluips  give 
yoti  a  reply  in  detail  upon  this  point.  1  say  lio 
had  everything  to  do  with  the  changes.  ])ut  I  do 
•  not  say  that  he  iinpresscd  mo  that  Mr.  Eowden 
was  tlie  man  to  succeed  him.  The  main  point 
upon   wTiich   he   was   so   strong  was  that  it   w^as 
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"^^^i^^ji-  necessary  that  Mr.  van  Rencn  should  not  .t^et  the 
'— ^  ^^"  permanent  appointment  of  Surveyor- General. 
July  23, 1906.  iQ^  ju  ([uestloii  470  lu  auswor  "to  the  Chairman 
who  asks  •'  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
are  prepared  to  take  it  for  granted  you  did  recom- 
mend him  for  the  post.  I  did  not  hear  you  say 
so  :  was  it  actually  put  to  you  and  you 
recommended  Mr.  Bowden  ?"  he  says  "'No";  and 
the  next  question  is  :  "'  It  was  not  put  to  you  in 
that  way?"  and  he  replies  "No,  never";  and  the 
next  question  is :  •'  You  did  not  actually  recom- 
mend Mr.  Bowden  ?"  and  his  answer  is  :  "  Xo.  I 
never  made  an  actual  recommendation.  I  was 
never  asked  to  do  so.  The  names  of  several 
individuals  were  discussed,  but  I  never  made  any 
actual  recommendation"? — He  recommended  Mr. 
Hall  for  the  position. 

199.  You  have  read  Mr.  Tooke's  evidence  also  ? 
—Yes. 

200.  In  answer  to  question  541,  which  reads : 
"  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  circumstances 
under  which  Mr.  Bowden  w^as  appointed  Acting 
Surveyor-General  in  place  of  Mr.  van  Renen  ? '  he 
says :  ''I  cannot  say  very  much  from  my  own 
knowledge  because  the  matter  was  carried  on  by 
the  Minister  ;  the  Minister  interviewed  the  parties 
concerned.  I  was  not  present  ;  I  merely  carried 
out  instructions.  One  of  my  instructions  were  to 
interview  Mr.  Frank  Moltono,  who  was  supposed  to 
represent  the  professional  opinion  of  the  surveyors 
in  the  town.  I  saw  him,  and  by  desire  put  the 
case  to  him  as  to  Avhether  the  Survey  Office 
required  altering  and  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  would  recommend  that  Mr.  van 
Eenen  be  suspended  and  a  more  energetic  man  put 
in  his  place.  And  Mr.  Frank  Molteno,  as  far  as  I 
could  gather,  saAv  a  good  deal  to  be  desired  in  the 
Surveyor's  Office,  but  did  not  think  it  was  a  case 
necessitating  the  supersession  of  Mr.  van  lienen. 
I  conveyed  that  to  Mr.  Fuller."  You  see  both 
officers  apparently  say  that  this  appointment  of 
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Mr.    Eowdon    Avas    a    inattc^r     ari'aimcd     bv    the    Th.ii.m. 
Minister  ?— Yes.  "  -^-  •'  >;"iier. 

201.  As  a  matter  of   fact,   yon    Ivnew  ^\v.   I'rank  iniy  2:5.  laor,. 
Molteno     had     bc(^n      I'or    10    yeai-s    a      Keuistry 
Snrveyor  of  the  C'ohjiiy  ? — Yes. 

202.  And  he  has  ])een  praetisinii  foi'  some  years 
on  his  own  aceount  ? — Yes. 

203.  And  he  was  presideiit  of  tlie  Surveyors' 
Institnte  ? — Yes. 

204.  Mr.  Ja,mier  pnt  this  qnestion  to  .NFr.  Tooke 
(Question  504):  •'Had  any  complaints  eome  to 
your  l\nowledi>e  wlien  acting'  about  tlu^  aihninis- 
tration  of  ]\lr.  van  Jienen's  ollice  ? — We  liad 
complaints  wJiile  he  was  acting- ;  we  Inul  com- 
plaints before."  Then  to  qnestion  i}i)7  :  ••  AVere 
there  more  wlicn  Mr.  van  Eenen  had  the  adminis- 
tration than  previously."  he  replies  ''  1  do  not  say 
that  ;  1  should  say  stronuer  representations  were 
made."  And  to  the  next  ({uestion  which  reads 
"AVaslhat  dne  to  special  circumstances  and  the 
land  ])oom.'  he  ]'e})lies  "  Yes.  owinu  to  Captain 
Jurisch  bein^'  away  ;  the  oifice  was  not  fully  man- 
ned." And  then  in  question  572:  '•lie  made 
several  representations  as  to  the  oflice  bein<jj  short- 
handed  ;  do  yon  remember  that? — Yes.  1  think 
he  asked  for  additional  assistance,  Avhich  was 
<4ivcn  to  him."  And  then  in  question  581.  Mr. 
Jaeger  asks  him  :  ''  AVhen  lie  left  did  the  Minister 
have  a  discussion  with  you  about  appointing:  a 
Surveyor-deneral  ? "  and  ho  replies  ••lie  never 
discussed  the  question  of  Mr.  A^an  l^enen's  super- 
session." So  that  we  have  both  your  })ermanent 
otlicers  making'  no  s})ecial  com})laint  anil,  fui'ther. 
Mr.  Tooke  says  he  nevei-  discuss(>d  tlu^  (pu'stion  of 
]\rr.  van  licnens  supei'session  ? — Yc^s.  I  sen-  he 
says  that. 

205.  Then  Mr.  Jagger  asks  him  "  4'heu  you  sup- 
port the  conclusion  of  the  MinistcM-  in  that  direc- 
tion" ((|uestion  Xo.  585)  and  he  re[)lies  "Yes, 
assuming  that  Mr.  van  Kenen  was  to  be  sup(^rseded 
J  think  Mr.  l>owden  was  the  best  a])i)ointment  ;  1 
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A^j  F^i"er  ^^^^  ^^^^  waiit  to  go  iiito  tliat  and  it  was  not  put 
■— ^    ^'  before  me."  Then  there  is  this  further  question  (No. 

July  23, 1006.  537)  '^  What  clo  YOU  uioan  by  that  "  and  his  answer 
is  "  The  Minister  tohl  me  it  was  absolutely  decided 
to  suj)ersede  Mr.  van  Eenen  ;  my  opinion  Avas  not 
asked  on  it  and  I  could  not  oive  it ;  I  merely  gave 
my  opinion  on  Mr.  Bowden's  qualifications"? — 
Yes  ;  but  then  there  is  Mr.  Tooke's  memorandum 
Avliich  I  have  put  in  on  this  subject. 

206.  Have  you  got  the  date  when  the  memoran- 
dum was  w^ritten  ? — I  know^  the  date  approxi- 
mately ;  and  I  can  bring  evidence  to  show  when  it 
was  submitted. 

207.  Where  is  Mr.  Tooke  now  ? — He  is  in 
Grahamstown. 

208.  You  have  read  the  evidence  of  othei-  people, 
such  as  Mr.  llornc,  the  late  Survevor- General? — 
Yes. 

209.  He  was  very  well  pleased  with  Mr.  van 
Eenen,  and  speaks  highh'  of  him.  ? — Yes. 

210.  The  only  other  witness  we  examined  was 
Sir  Lew^is  Michell,  who  could  give  us  no  informa- 
tion ? — Yes. 

211.  Mr.  Jagger.]  You  say  in  your  statement 
that  these  complaints  had  been  brought  to  you 
both  in  office  and  out  of  office.  By  whom  were 
they  brought  ? — Principally  by  attorneys. 

212.  Did  they  go  to  your  office  ? — Yes.  The  last 
complaint  that  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  was 
brougiit  by  a  member  of  the  House. 

213.  A\^hy  did  you  not  send  for  van  Eenen  and 
remonstrate  watli  him  on  the  spot  ? — I  sent  for  the 
man  whom  I  looked  upon  as  tlie  responsible  man 
and  that  w^as  the  head  of  the  department,  who  was 
Mr.  van  Eenen's  superior.  I  never  had  any  com- 
munication or  sent  for  any  subordinates.  On  most 
of  these  occasions  I  told  Mr.  Currcy  that  such  a 
serious  state  of  things  must  discontinue. 

214.  You  discussed  such  matters  with  Mr. 
Curroy  ? — Yes. 
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215.  It  sc'cins  ii  WW  mviii  nil  v-  tliat  vou  did  not     TheHon. 
send  for  Mr.  van  Jionen  and  talk   to  him  about  it  '  '  _ 
direct? — I    simply    referred    the    matter    to    Mi-.  J"'.^ -:^- 1^'^*^- 
Currey  and  looked  to  him  to  see  that  things  L^ot 
better.     He   had   tlie  control  o!  the  ollice  ;  he  was 

the  permanent  head. 

216.  With  reference  to  these  interviews  which 
Mr.  van  heiien  stated  he  endeavoured  to  obtain 
with  you.  Tou]-  recollection  is  that  it  was  only 
brou<iiit  to  your  notice  once? — Only  on  onc^ 
occasion,  as  far  as  1  can  remember,  when  Mr. 
Currey  said  he  wanted  to  see  me. 

217.  When  you  took  pjowden  U})  to  Dr.  Jameson 
I  su})})ose  that  was  to  let  him  see  l)0\vden  in  order 
that  he  could  form  some  idea  about  him  ? — AVe 
had  made  up  our  minds  that  we  were  ,uoini>'  to 
appoint  him.  on  the  I'ccommendations  of  the  heads 
of  the  departments.  Dr.  .Jameson  wanted  to  see 
this  mail  wliom  1  had  recommended  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  heads  o!"  the  departinent  and  I 
took  him  up.  Dv.  Jameson  sim})ly  discussed 
genei'al  matters  witli  him  and  nevei-  discussed  the 
matter  ol"  van  Henen  at  all.  lie  simply  wanted  to 
get  an  idea  of  the  capabilities  of  this  man. 

218.  Did  you  say  anything  to  Bowden  about 
being  appointed  ? — Xo. 

211).  Did  he  know  anything  about  it  ? — I  think  he 
had  his  sus])icions  about  it.  but  I  do  not  think  he 
had  any  delinite  information  about  it  at  that  time. 

220.  lie  ha,d  no  inforniation — either  official  oi-  in 
any  other  way  ? — No  ;   I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

221.  You  had  the  impr(>ssion  fj-om  tlie  public 
generally  that  tlie  office  wa^  being  conducted  un- 
satisfactorily ? —  Yes,  we  had  sdine  difticultx  with 
Mr.  BoAvden  about  that  time,  because  he  was  very 
loyal  to  Mr.  van  Eenen.  and  absolutely  refused  to 
give  us  any  information,  and  of  course  we  in  a 
way  recognised  that  he  was  doing  the  right  thing. 
These  complaints  were  made,  but  lie  refused  to 
give  his  chief  away  and  we  could  get  very  little 
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The  Hon.    information   out   of  him ;    he   requested   that  ho 
A.  j.Fuiier.  ^]^q^^|(J  j^^-j.  ^^  askecl  to  f^ive  any  information. 
July  23, 1906.      222.  To  vvhoui  did  he  make  that  request?— To 
me  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Tooke. 

228.  Where  was  that — at  Dr.  Jameson's  office  ? — 
No,  in  my  office. 

224.  Then  Mr.  Currey  must  haye  sent  for  him  to 
discuss  matters  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  he  had. 

225.  You  came  to  the  conclusion  as  a  result  of 
all  this  that  reorganization  was  necessary  ? — Yes, 
we  felt  that  yery  strongly. 

226.  Was  that  also  done  with  a  view  to  economy  ? 
— Yes,  we  had  that  in  view  as  well. 

227.  You  also  as  a  matter  of  fact  put  the  Lands 
branch  in  that  office  with  a  yiew^  to  economy  ? — 
Yes,  and  greater  efficiency. 

228.  And  did  it  lead  to  economy  ? — No.  it  hardly 
led  to  much  economy  but  it  led  to  greater  efficien- 
cy. We  are  spending  about  the  same  now  on  that 
branch  as  then  ;  I  think  there  is  a  saying  of  about 
£300. 

229.  It  w^as  more  a  matter  of  efficiency  than 
economy  ? — A  matter  of  efficiency. 

230.  Mr.  Currey  had  convoyed  the  impression 
that  van  Eenen  was  not  the  man  for  the  position  ? 
— Yes  ;  he  w^as  always  very  strong  towards 
impressing  me  with  the  fact  that  van  Eenen  was 
a  good  surveyor,  but  had  not  a  good  organizing  or 
administering  ability. 

231.  Did  he  convey  that  opinion  immediately  on 
your  entering  office  ? — Well,  I  should  not  be  pre- 
pared to  say  that,  because  this  matter  was  not 
discussed  immediately  we  got  into  office  ;  it  was 
only  after  all  these  complaints  that  I  discussed  the 
matter,  and  then  I  heard  many  rumours  about  the 
office  ;  in  fact,  I  heard  that  it  was  always  in  a 
chaotic  state — there  was  no  discipline,  and  the 
office  was  very  badly  conducted. 

232.  It  is  evident  from  the  memorandum  that 
Mr.  Currey  drew  up  a  plan  of  reorganization  of 
the  office  ? — Yes. 
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233.  It    is    further   evident   that   he    sent    for    TheHon. 
Mr.    van    Renen     to    discuss     the    matter    with  "^'  '—^^  ^^' 
him? — I  was  not  present  when  it  took  phice.  hut  J^^y-^- 1'**^^"^- 
he  tokl  me  of  it  and  he  also  told  me  that  he  coukl 

not  <^et  Mr.  van   Renen  to  agree  in  any  particuhir. 

234.  Of  course  that  wouhl  influence  him  ? — Yes, 
I  think  that  influenced  him  very  hirgely  in  the 
decision  he  came  to. 

235.  And  it  was  really  necessary  to  carry  out 
this  reorganization  ? — Yes.  We  were  having  con- 
stant complaints  and  we  felt  it  was  essential  that 
sometliing  slioukl  be  done  to  remedy  the  state  of 
aifairs  which  then  existed.  Tliis  scheme  was  to 
expedite  things.  AVe  knew  that  some  of  the  senior 
officers  had  got  beyond  that  state  of  utility  for  the 
efficient  discharge  of  the  work  and  that  it  was  time 
some  young  men  should  be  put  into  their  places. 
AVhen  we  made  recommendations  that  they  should 
be  superannuated,  we  found  Mr.  van  Eenen  would 
not  meet  us. 

236.  Xow,  as  a  matter  of  fact  do  not  you  your- 
self, as  a  rule,  have  interviews  with  these 
sub-chiefs  ;  such,  for  example,  as  the  scab  inspector 
and  Mr.  Pillans  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

237.  It  seems  strange  then  that  }'0U  did  not  have 
interviews  with  Mr.  van  Renen  ? — The  reason  of 
that  was  this  ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  science 
of  surveying  and  so  forth  ;  but  with  Mr.  Pillans 
and  these  other  men  I  could  meet  them  and 
adjudicate,  because  they  dealt  with  subjects  of 
which  I  know  something.  J]ut  with  such  work  as 
the  Surveyor-deneral's  Office  I  felt  it  was  far  safer 
to  leave  that  in  the  hands  of  the  permanent  Heads 
of  the  departments. 

238.  Mr.  Jlalan.]  AVould  you  not  also  leave  the 
matter  of  the  organization  of  the  office  in  the  same 
hands? — We  did  agree  upon  that  when  I  had 
agreed  Avith  Mr.  Currey  that  it  was  necessary 
to  reorganize,  in  fact  the  idea  of  leoiganization 
was  not  wholly  Mr.  Curreys,  the  inception 
of    the    scheme     came     generally     from     myself. 
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The  Hon.  I  felt  tliat  all  this  circumvolution  could  be 
A.  J.  Fuller,  g^yQJ^jg^l  .  mattors  first  to  go  to  the  Agricultural 
July  23, 11)06.  j)(3partmcnt  then  on  to  the  Surveyor- General 's 
Office,  then  back  again  to  the  Department  and  so 
on,  was  not  necessary  and  this  was  the  reason  for 
much  of  the  delay  ;  I  thought  it  was  absurd  that 
all  these  different  matters  should  not  go  to  the 
office  direct. 

239.  You  did  not  discuss  that  matter  with  Mr. 
van  Renen  at  all ;  you  did  not  discuss  these 
technical  matters  with  him  ? — Not  after  Mr. 
Currey  had  told  mo  that  he  had  refused  to  carry 
it  out. 

240.  31r.  ]Ma(isd()rp7\  The  acting  appointment  of 
Mr.  van  Renen  ceased  on  the  2nd  November,  1904  ? 
— On  the  2n(l  or  3rd  November. 

241.  Rowden  was  not  appointed  until  tln^  l()tli 
or  17th,  to  act  from  the  15th  ? — Yes. 

242.  During  the  period  from  the  2nd  to  the  l.nh 
was  there  any  person  at  the  liead  of  that  depart- 
ment ? — Yes,  the  official  head  who  would  be 
recognised  Avould.  of  course.  b(^  van  Renen. 

243.  Rut  his  acting  appointment  had  ceased  ? — ■ 
Yes.  ])ut  he  was  still  recognized  as  the  official  head 
until  his  supersession. 

424.  As  to  his  signatures  to  documents  during 
that  time,  what  would  1)(^  his  status  legally  ? — I 
should  not  like  to  answer  tliat  question  l)ecause  1 
am  not  n  lawyer. 

245.  1  ask  the  (juestion  because  I  want  to  find 
out  whetlun-  there  was  not  neglect  as  regards  this 
office  for  which  Mr.  van  Renen  was  in  no  Avay 
responsible?  Now  doc^s  it  not  ap])ear  like  neglect 
to  leave  the  office  iVom  the  2nd  Noveml)er  to  the 
19th  December  without  a  legal  head  ? — It  was  not 
left  for  tbat  period  ])ecause  Rowd(^n  was  verbally 
informed  on  the  16th  November  that  he  w^as  to  act 
from  that  day.  A^an  Renen's  resignation  came  in 
on  the  19th  and  then  we  had  already  intimated  to 
Rowden  that  he  was  to  act. 


COMMITrKK   ON    I'E'nTlON    OF    11.    \"AN    IM'.NKN, 


246.  The  point  1  want  to  make  is  this  :   from  tlic    '^''^^^  I'on. 
Srd  NoAX'mber  to  the  ir)th  tliciv  was  no  Icizal   hc^ad  ''   '  — " 
of    that    department,    and    van     Henen    was   not -^^'-^ -'^' ^^^*'' 
le<>fdly  entitled  to  hv  thei'e   si^nina  doeuments  as 
Sni'veyor-(Jeneral.    What  is  the  position  as  I'euards 
that  y — You  mean  the  le^al  position  ? 

217.  Yes.  as  to  the  lei>ality  of  tiiese  documents 
tliat  had  ])een  signed  ? — 1  sliouhl  not  like  to  say 
wliat  it  is. 

24S.  Supposing-  the  legality  of  any  of  these 
documents  is  disputed,  what  would  be  the 
position? — That  is  a  qu(^stion  for  a  lawyer  to 
answer. 

249.  Then  does  it  not  look  like  nt\glect  elsewhere 
to  have  van  Eenen  in  this  office  from  the  2nd 
November  to  the  15th  December  ?  ~  It  did  not 
strike  me  then,  this  question  of  the  le.gality  of  the 
appointment. 

250.  Jurisch  died  in  August? — Yes. 

251.  Nearly  three  months  elapsed  before  any 
action  was  taken  with  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  successor  ?—Xo  that  is  not  so.  Duriui^' 
that  time  a  ^ood  deal  of  action  was  taken  ;  wo 
were  discussing-  th(>  matter  dui'ina  the  whole  of 
that  time.  We  were  constantly  discussinii:  the 
question  in  the  Ca])inet.  but  Ave  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  Avas  better  to  Avait  until  Dr.  Jameson 
(avIio  Avas  aAvay  at  the  time)  I'cturned  before  iillinii- 
the  ap])ointment.  We  were  not  ([uite  ai^reed  as  to 
Avhat  should  be  done.  Some  of  us  held  the  oi)inion 
that  we  should  <j;et  the  A'eiy  best  man  procura])le 
outside.  Certain  meii  wei'e  recomnuMuled  so  that 
it  was  I'cally  due  to  waitinij^  for  ])r.  Jameson's 
return  that  the  delay  occui'red.  We  did  not  Avant 
to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry  because  we  were  con- 
vinced that  it  Avas  nccc^ssary  that  a  good  rjian 
sliould  be  ther(>.  and  Ave  Avei-e  quite  satisfied  that 
the  Surveyor-( JeneraVs  ollice  Avanted  rt'modelling. 
During  the  Avhole  of  that  time  not  a  week  j)assed 
Avhen  Ave  did  not  discuss  it  ;  it  was  a  vei'v  diilieult 
matter  to  decide  hui-i'iedlv. 
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The  Hon.  252.  Had  you  any  special  Cabinet  meetings  with 
"  ■  "  ^''  reference  to  this  matter? — Yes,  we  had  several. 
July  23,  vM)i\  253.  It  did  not  occur  to  you  at  the  time  that  it 
would  be  no  more  than  right  and  just  and 
courteous  to  interview  the  man  who  was  at  the  time 
at  the  head  of  this  office  as  to  what  and  why  the 
condition  was  such  as  it  was  ? — No,  it  did  not.  Of 
course  we  had  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  the 
department  and  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  the 
Lands  branch — Mr.  Tooke — and  we  felt  that  having 
the  opinion  of  those  two  gentlemen  we  had  got  all 
the  light  that  was  needed  on  the  subject  under 
discussion. 

254.  Was  it  not  rather  perhaps  that  you  had 
made  up  your  mind  to  a  certain  course  of  action, 
and  that  you  ignored  him  ? — No,  we  did  not  make 
up  our  minds  to  any  line  of  action,  although 
Messrs.  Currey  and  Tooke  both  strongly  recom- 
mended the  supersession  of  Mr.  van  Eenen. 
Eeally  the  only  question  hinged  round  two  names 
— those  were  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Bowden. 

255.  You  have  seen  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  last  session.  The  Committee  came  to  a  certain 
conclusion  after  taking  certain  evidence.  Do  you 
think  they  came  to  a  just  conclusion  ? — I  thiuk 
the  Committee  were  very  just  on  the  evidence 
they  took. 

256.  And  the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Currey  and 
Tooke  do  not  agree  with  the  statement  you  have 
made  ? — 1  think  the  evidence  of  both  Currey  and 
Tooke  to  that  Committee  were  very  misleading. 

257.  Which  would  be  the  proper  frame  of  mind 
for  them,  when  they  made  their  statements  before 
the  Committee  or  when  they  made  their  statement 
to  you?— I  should  say  they  were  in  quite  an 
abnormal  state  of  mind  when  they  gave  evidence 
before  the  Committee  last  year. 

258.  Wiiich  Av^ould  you  accept  as  the  better 
evidence? — That  is  a  rather  difficult  question  for 
me  to  answer. 
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2r)i>.   r  want  to  find  out  wlictlicr  vou  endoavoured     DieHMn. 
to  i^c't  tlu'  saiiu'   evidence   as   tlie    Committee? — I      '1" 
think  from  my  knowledii^e  of  Mr.  Tooke  that  he  is  ' ''y -•'  i'*<J'^ 
a  very  nervous  mfin,and  that  his  evidence  for  that 
reason  miizht  not  he  a])sohitely  reliahle. 

2(30.  Mr.  MaUtn.  How  wouhl  you  cxphun  it  if 
he  did  not  rememhei'  having  ^iven  you  a  written 
document  ? — I  shoukl  have  said  it  was  a  hipsc  of 
memory.  These  documents  were  in  my  drawer 
and  were  locked  away. 

2()1.  Mi\  Madsdor/).]  Captain  Jurisch  recom- 
mended van  henen  ? — Yes. 

2()2.  And  ^Ir.  Jlorne  in  his  evidence  speaks  very 
lii<^hly  of  him  y — Yes.  hut  you  must  understand 
that  the  oilfice  was  in  rather  a  chaotic  state  during 
tlie  periods  when  hoth  those  gentlemen  held  office. 
These  complaints  were  of  very  old  standing. 

20o.  Then  it  was  not  specially  during  van  Een- 
ens  time  ? — Xo. 

264.  In  that  you  agree  with  Messrs.  Carrey  & 
Tooke  ? — Yes.  ahsolutely. 

2ih).  Thfit  the  complaints  were  not  a  very  recent 
thing  ? — Yes.  We  know  that  the  ollice  had  got 
more  or  less  into  disrepute  with  the  puhlic.  Dis- 
cussion was  continually  taking  place  wherever  wo 
met  with  the  puhlic  in  regard  to  this  point,  and  wo 
felt  we  wanted  a  man  who  would  remedy  tliis. 
In  our  opinion  we  selected  the  right  man  and  I 
think  we  have  heen  justified  in  our  selection.  Of 
course  he  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  })osition  now  ; 
van  lieneu  of  course  never  s])eaks  to  him.  hut 
Jk)wden  still  has  that  loyalty  to  his  old  chief  just 
as  formerly.  I  think,  however,  that  the  time  has. 
come  when  it  is  necessary  to  remedy  this  one  way 
or  the  other. 

2V)C).  You  had  to  ascertain  what  the  outside 
sui-veyors  thought  of  the  matter  ? — My  own 
opinion  was,  at  the  time,  very  strongly  in  favour 
of  asking  Mr.  Molteno,  whom  I  know  to  he  a  very 
good  man  to  accept  the  post.  Wc'  even  discussed 
the  matter.  ])ut  I  was  led  to  understfind  that  if  the 
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^The^ion.^  appointment  had  been  offered  to  him  he  was  not 
'—   ""'■  prepared  to  accept  it.     Our  object  was  to  get  the 

July  23, 1906.  yerv  bcst  man  procurable  having  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  Mr.  van  Ecnen  in  our  opinion  did  not 
possess  the  necessary  powers  of  organization  and 
administration. 

267.  Of  course,  it  comes  to  the  question  whether 
you  treated  the  man  in  such  a  way  as  his  position 
deserved.  At  the  time  when  you  decided  upon 
reorganization  and  you  did  not  consider  the  man 
lit  to  carry  it  out  Avould  it  not  have  been  the  right 
thing  to  have  consulted  with  the  man  in  some  way 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  his  feelings  were  ? — He 
was  consulted. 

268.  Not  by  you  ? — No,  but  by  the  head  of  the 
department,  who  had  been  instructed  to  carry  out 
this  reorganisation  scheme  ;  but  when  I  was  told 
that  he  absolutely  refused  to  carry  out  the  scheme, 
I  saw  no  necessity  for  seeing  him. 

269.  To  such  an  important  post  as  this — one  of 
the  principal  ones  in  the  service — would  you  not 
have  tried  to  see  the  man  ? — There  is  much 
evidence  that  I  cannot  give  the  Committee  on  this 
subject  with  regard  to  the  office  generally.  I 
cannot  make  use  of  it  because  it  is  hearsay,  but 
one  must  form  conclusions  on  a  man's  ability  to 
demand  discipline  in  the  office  from  the  facts 
which  one  gets.  I  do  think  now  that  after  these 
representations  were  made  to  me,  it  was  perhaps 
an  oversight  that  I  did  not  see  Mr.  van  Eenen,  but 
only  on  one  occasion  was  I  told  that  he  was 
anxious  to  see  me,  and  certainly  if  those  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  in  regard  to  seeing  me 
which  he  alleges,  I  think  he  would  have  some 
justification  for  complaining. 

270.  Was  it  not  rather  a  ffuestion  thaf  you  should 
see  him  ?—  Perhaps  that  may  be  so. 

271.  I  should  say  the  man  would  expect  to  come 
into  contact  with  the  Minister.  AYhat  you  have  said 
to  the  (^ommittee  does  not  altogether  agree  with 
the  evidence    of   Currey   and   Tooko  ;    you   have 
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considered  tlie  evidence  of  tliese  two  and   eomc^  to    '^^'^  ^^^n. 
certain   conclusions    but  the  conclusions   the  Com-     '   ■_"'"' 
niittee  came  to  arc  not  the  same  as  yoiii's  ?     Yo^^i^  July  2::.  1906. 
say  the  boom  was  not  the  catise  of  the  delay — liow 
do    you    account     for    that  ? — Tlie    boom     would 
necessitate  a  iiood  deal  of  work  in  the  Deeds  Ollice, 
bitt  it  would   not  necessitate  any  extra  amount   in 
the  head  office  of  t\u)  Surveyor-Generrd.     In  fact 
these    booms    have    tln^    opposite    effect    on    the 
Surveyor-CJeneral's  Ollice  and  the  worlv  diminishes 
instead  of  increasing.     The  work  is  rathei-  trans- 
ferred to  the  Deeds  Office   and  Mr.  Murray  I  think 
will  be  able  to  bear  me  out  in  tliat. 

272.  What  you  say  does  not  aizree  witli  what 
they  say  ? — I  think  they  were  talking  of  the  office 
generally.  I  have  in  my  mind  the  main  reasons 
for  th(^  disrepute  into  which  the  office  had  fallen, 
aid  this  was  attributable  to  the  delays  in  the 
amended  titles  of  which  the  attorneys  complained 
to  mo  about  :  that  was  the  cause  I  had  in  my  mind 
and  they  miaht  have  had  tlie  general  cause, 
including  the  Deeds  Office,  in  their  minds. 

27.").  Yoti  say  you  have  had  complaints  made 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  discipline  :  tliey  do 
not  speak  of  that? — I  had  heard  of  a  great  laxity 
of  disci})line.  J  heard  of  many  qtieslionable  scenes 
that  were  not  brought  to  me  in  a  pid)lie  wav  but 
which  I  had  opportunities  of  he;iring. 

274.  Otirrey  and  Tooke  do  not  speak  of  them?  — 
Of  course  if  there  had  been  laxity  of  discipline 
they  woitld  be  responsible. 

275.  When  you  came  into  th(>  olHcc  there  were 
very  grave  complaints  against  the  Agricultural 
Department  generally  ? — Yes. 

276.  .Vnd  vou  were  anxious  to  reoruani--;e  it  ? — 
Yes. 

277.  Is  it  not  pcM'liaps  the  fact  that  in  your  gre;it 
desire  to  reorganise,  yoti  began  at  tlie  wrong 
branch? — Xo.  T  recognised  tliat  Mi'  Ourrey  was 
a  very  able  official.  L  say  the  I'eason  why  the 
office  had  come  into   disT-cpute   was   due   moi'*'   to 
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The  Hon.    Mr.  Curroy's  inability  to  meet  the  farnier,  than  to 

■  ■  J^  ^^'  his  inability  to  control  the  office.      I   thinly   his 

July  23, 1906.  ability  is  unimpeachable,  but  in  matters  of  detail 

he  was  one  who  did  not  inspire  that  confidence  in 

the  farmers  which  could  only  bring  about  a  better 

state  of  affairs. 

278.  As  regards  the  complaints  with  reference  to 
the  Surveyor- General's  Office,  do  not  you  rather 
exaggerate  this  state  of  chaos  because  that  depart- 
ment is  one  which  comes  very  closely  into 
contact  with  the  public  and  the  public  are 
naturally  inclined  to  grumble  ? — 1  should  like 
to  refer  you  to  my  statement  on  that  point,  with 
regard  to  the  delays. 

279.  Our  evidence  does  not  point  to  these  delays  ? 
— There  is  a  published  list  of  delays  which  shows 
them  to  be  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

280.  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Tookc  did  not  seem  to 
think  they  were  serious  ? — Well  we  have  no  com- 
plaints now.     I  have  had  no  complaints. 

281.  Mr.  Mal(m.~]  There  is  very  little  work  noAV 
compared  to  then  ? — There  is  the  average  amount 
still  being  done.  I  would  again  refer  you  to  my 
return. 

282.  l>ut  the  average  amount  of  work  done  now 
would  be  much  smaller  than  the  average  amount 
done  then  ? — That  may  be  so  but  it  must  be 
rememl)cred  that  the  delay  was  in  connection 
with  the  amended  titles  and  van  Eenen  was 
responsible  for  that. 

283.  The  man  who  had  charge  of  the  Amended 
Titles  Branch  was  Mr.  Maclcar  ? — A"cs,  acting 
directly  under  Mr.  van  llenen. 

281.  And  he  has  since  died  ? — Yes.  He  was  one 
of  those  Ave  wanted  to  pension,  recognising  that  ho 
did  not  work  with  alac^rity. 

285.  So  that  the  delay  Avas  really  due  to  the  late 
Mr.  Maclear  ? — No.  I  think  it  Avas  generally  OAving 
to  A'an  Kenen.  Mr.  ^Murray  was  in  the  office, 
acting  for  Mr.  A'an  Eenen  when  on  leaA^e,  and 
Murrav  had  some  difiicultv  in  aettini''  A^an  Eenen 
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to  ridopt  certain  suiiuestions  that  would  expedite    t^=  hoq. 
the  work  in  connection  with  amended  titles.  '    _ 

286.  Mr.  MoU^'no.      When  the  appointment  was  •^"'^- -•^^^«- 
made,  you  carefully   consulted  Mr.   J)Osmaii  with 
reijard  to  his  branch  of  the  work,  because  you  did 

not  want  to  liuj-t  his  feelings  by  putting'  somebody 
ovei'  him? — He  is  a  very  eminent  olficial. 

287.  And  it  was  specially  ordered  that  he  shouhl 
have  charge  of  one  section? — Yes. 

288.  llis  feelings  wei-e  carefulh-  considered  ? — 
Yes. 

289.  You  say  in  making-  this  appointment  you 
consulted  Sir  David  (Jill  ? — -Yes. 

2i)n.  AVas  that  in  conniption  Avitli  the  topo- 
graphical surv(\s-  of  the  Colony? — Xo  :  it  was 
sinn)ly  with  r(\gard  to  the  otlico  generall}'. 

21)1.'  Well,  but  what  did  he  know  al)out  the 
olUce  ? — I  merely  wanted  his  o])inion  with  I'egai'd 
to  Howden.  as  he  was  a  man  with  whom  Sir  David 
had  come  a,  good  deal  into  contact. 

292.  Did  he  meet  him  ? — Yes.  on  several  occa- 
si()n>. 

29;).  Did  he  meet  ?^rr.  van   Ilenen  ? — Yes. 

294.  Dill  he  know  of  ^fr.  van  lienen's  long  and 
distinguished  services  in  r><'chuanaland.  (Iiviqua- 
land  Kast  and  elsewhere?—!  am  not  sure  of  that. 
I  never  placed  tht>  question  of  service  IxM'ore  him. 
I  merely  a-^lvcd  his  opinion  of  J>owden  as  a  lit  and 
propel"  ])e]"son  for  the  oillce. 

295.  ^ir.  Curre>'  made  a  point  of  this  :  thai 
as  we  were  going  to  unch^rtalve  a.  topo- 
graphical survey  of  the  (\)lony  that  5lr. 
J]owden  would  be  a  l)etter  man  than  Mr. 
van  Iieni'U.  and  tlien  it  was  ])ointed  out  that  ^^Ii". 
van  Jienen  had  been  working  all  his  life  in  that 
branch  of  surveys,  and  that  from  thai  point  of 
view  llis  arguiiLL'nt  would  not  hold  water  ?— I  do 
not  think  thei'c  was  anybody  who  wished  to 
detract  from  .\[r.  van  Iicnen  as  a  surveyor,  but  I 
think  that  is  the  least  im})ortant  part  of  tliatoi!ice. 
I  sav  vou  must  have  a    man    who.    while  being  a 
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The  H<in.   goQcl   sui'veyor,   must   also   be  hiofhly  efficient  in 

A.  J.  duller.  ••  "ti'-jj-  t   .1.,.*^ 

i.      __        organising  and  administrative  abilities. 

July  23.  litue.  296.  And  you  say  lie  was  merely  a  good  sur- 
veyor ? — Surely  a  good  man  who  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  about  a  betterment  in  his 
department  would  take  advantage  of  it,  particu- 
larly when  we  were  prepared  to  help  him  ? 


Friday,  ^7th  July,  1906. 


PRESENT  : 

Mr.   Oats  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Jagger.  Mr.  Malan. 

Mr.  Oliver.  Mr.  Maasdorp. 

Mr.  Molteno. 

2'he  Honourable  Arfhu?'  John  Fuller,  Secretarij 
for  A(/riculUu-e.  further  examined. 

The  Hon.  297.  Mr.  Maasclorv.']  I  believe  when  you  broke  off 
■  _  ■  your  evidence  the  other  day,  I  had  elicited  from 
July  27. 1906.  you  the  fact  that  your  evidence  and  the  evidence 
given  by  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Took'e  did  not  agree 
in  regard  to  the  want  of  discipline  and  so  on  in  the 
office  'i — I  should  like  to  know  on  what  particular 
point  you  mean  ? 

298.  There  is  the  point  I  mention  of  the  want  of 
discipline;  you  most  distinctly  said  there  was  this 
want  of  discipline  in  the  office.  Then  you  say  that 
the  boom  in  land  at  the  time  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  delays  in  the  office,  and  Mr.  Currey  and 
Mr.  Tooke  both  said  that  the  land  boom  must  have 
had  something  to  do  with  those  delays.  You  speak 
further  of  the  disorganization  of  the  office,  which 
you  put  down  to  Mr.  van  Ren  en,  while  Mr.  Currey 
and  Mr.  ToolvC  do  not  put  it  down  to  Mr.  van  Eenen 
specially  ? — With  regard  to  the  disorganization  of 
the  department,  I  don't  think  I  put  the  want  of 


coMMii  1  i:i:  ON   I'KiriioN  oi'   ii.   \an   ki;.m..\.  45 

discipline  tiown  wholly  lu  ^Ir.  van  iicnen.  What  J'j'^jl^^^J'j^ 
I  wished  to  convey  to  the  Committee  was  that  when  -  •  •  ■  "  '*'":. 
I  took  office  1  found  the  department  in  an  unsatis-  .luiy  :i7.  iy»t;. 
factory  condition.  The  ofhce  did  not  satisfy  the 
wants  of  the  public,  and  I  felt  after  making  in- 
quiries that  Mr.  van  Kenen  was  not  the  man  who 
would  ])ut  the  office  on  a  basis  wdiich  would  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  the  Service  or  to  the  public 
i^enerally.  When  1  L^ave  my  evidence  I  wanted  to 
leave  the  impression  upon  this  Committee  that 
])otli  in  my  own  opinion  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
pul)lic  the  offiice  wanted  re-modelling.  It  must  be 
rememlxMvd  that  before  I  took  office  I  had  some- 
times to  deal  with  land  matters  wdiich  ])rought  me 
in  contact  with  the  Surve^'or-Generars  office,  and 
then  things  were  unsatisfactory. 

299.  'Hiis  disorganization  was  of  lono-  standing: 
—Yes. 

300.  Of  course,  then  you  don't  put  it  specially 
down  to  Mr.  van  Kenen  that  the  office  was  brought 
into  th;it  condition  as  you  found  it j — No,  ])ut  w^e 
tried  to  hel])  him  out  of  the  difficulty  by  making 
su<m(\sti()ns  to  him;  these  suggestions,  however,  he 
would  not  accept. 

oOl.  Did  you  make  those  suggestions? — No,  they 
w^ere  conveyed  l)y  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
whose  duty  it  w^^s  after  consulting  with  me. 

30:2.  Don't  you  think  it  would  have  carried  more 
weiglit  if  you  had  made  those  suggestions  yourself  ? 
— Sugo'estions  of  that  kind  would  always  bo  made 
through  the  Permanent  Head  of  the  Department, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Minister  . 

803.  J\fr.  Malan.]  Wlio  w^ould  do  that  now  in  your 
office  ? — The  Director  of  Agriculture  in  his  branch, 
and  the  heads  of  other  Departments  in  their 
branches,  since  re-or<zanization. 

304.  j]fr.  Maasclorp.]  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Tooke 
have  l)oth  l^een  retired  from  the  Service  ?- — Yes. 

305.  Was  that  also  done  on  account  of  the  dis- 
organized condition  of   the    Agricultural    Depart- 
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The  Hon.  meiit  ? — No,  not  at  all;  they  were  pensioned  owing 
A.  J:_Fuiier.  ^^  ^^^  re-organization  of  the  Department.  We  felt, 
jTiiy'27,  i!)06. 1  may  say,  that  Mr.  Currey  was  not  in  touch  with 
the  farming  community  in  the  country,  and  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  bring  himself  into  that  touch 
with  those  people  which  we  considered  was  very 
necessary  in  the  case  of  a  Permanent  Head  con- 
trolling such  an  important  Department  as  the  Agri- 
cultural Department.  OtTierwise,  Mr.  Currey  was 
an  extremely  good  officer. 

306.  And  as  regards  Mr.  Tooke,  what  w^as  your 
object  in  retiring  him  from  the  Service? — Owing  to 
the  re-organization  of  the  Department,  which  in- 
volved the  decentralisation  of  land  matters,  of 
w^hich  branch  Mr.  Tooke  was  practically  the  head, 
and  the  placing  of  that  branch  of  the  work  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor-General,  it  was  found 
to  be  the  best  course  to  retire  Mr.  Tooke. 

307.  Did  both  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Tooke  retire 
on  pension  ? — Yes. 

308.  From  the  evidence  which  you  gave,  it  ap- 
pears that  you  were  anxious  to  meet  Mr.  van  Renen 
in  a  certain  direction,  and  suggested  as  a  way  out 
of  the  difficult  position  that  he  should  take  leave  ? — 
Yes. 

309.  And  that  you  say  was  done  with  the  object 
of  getting  some  consideration  for  him  through  Par- 
liament ? — Yes. 

310.  You  thought  him  deserving  of  some  con- 
sideration ? — I  would  not  say  that  quite. 

311.  If  he  retires  from  the  Service,  would  he  re- 
tire on  pension  ? — He  would  not  be  entitled  to  a 
pension,  and  my  object  in  cancelling  his  resigna- 
tion after  I  had  seen  him  was  to  be  in  a  position  of 
placing  his  case  before  Parliament  with  the  idea  of 
getting  him  a  gratuity. 

312.  And  you  would  not  do  that  unless  you  con- 
sidered that  the  man  was  deserving  some  consider- 
ation, and  bv  that  you  practically  acknowledged 
that  you  had  treated  him  hardly  ?— No ;  my  desire 
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Avas  solely  the  efficiency  of  the  Service,  and  I  did     rb  iion. 
what  I  did  purely  on  that  ground.  -^'^  ^''"^^• 

313.  That  is  quite  another  matter;    the  efficiency  -fuiy  j:,  1906. 
of  the  Service  required  certain  steps  to  be  taken, 

V)ut  this  man  was  really  not  himself  guilty  of  having 
brought  the  office  into  that  state  Avhich  called  for 
those  steps  to  be  taken,  and  which  involved  his  re- 
tirement.' — No,  he  was  not  responsiljle,  but  I  did 
not  consider  tbat  he  was  the  proper  man  to  carrj^ 
out  reforms  which,  in  my  opinion,  were  urgently 
needed. 

314.  But  still  you  seemed  to  acknowledge  the 
fact  that  the  man  was  entitled  to  some  considera- 
tion, judging  from  the  overtures  which  you  made 
to  him?— You  must  clearly  understand  how  that 
was  brought  about :  Mr.  van  Renen's  resignation 
was  in  our  hands ;  he  made  an  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  pointing  out  to  Dr.  Jameson  the  hard- 
ship that  would  be  entailed  upon  him  if  he  had 
to  retire  from  the  Service  under  the  Regulations, 
under  which  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  any  pen- 
sion. I  was  not  present  at  his  interview  with  the 
Prime  Minister,  but  the  latter  suggested  to  me  that 
we  should  try  and  meet  Mr.  van  Renen.  Upon 
that  I  called  upon  Mr.  van  Renen,  personally,  and 
he  presented  his  case  to  me ;  he  informed  me  that 
if  he  were  to  leave  the  Service  in  this  manner  it 
would  be  a  hardship  upon  him ;  he  also  stated  to 
me  that  his  own  farming  affairs  had  got  into  a 
very  bad  condition,  and  that  he  himself  had  suf- 
fej'ed  owing  to  the  strain  that  had  been  placed 
upon  him.  Well,  when  he  appealed  to  me  and  put 
his  case  to  me  in  that  way  I  immediately  went  to 
the  Auditor-General  and  informed  him  of  the  state- 
ment made  to  me  by  Mr.  van  Renen,  and  asked 
him  whether  he  could  suggest  any  way  in  which 
we  could  meet  Mr.  van  Renen.  I  informed  the 
Auditor-General  that  Mr.  van  Renen  appeared  to 
be  suffering,  and  he  then  suggested  the  leave.  I 
went  to  my  ottice  and  sent  Mr.  Took-c  to  nial\e  the 
susfgestion  to  Mr.  van  Renen.     Of  course,  all  this 
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'^y  Hon,    was  done  in  the  belief  that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  in- 
.^uiier.  (jigpQgg(^  g^^^l  Qjj  ^j^g  assumption  that    he    would 

July  27. 1906.  produce  a  medical  certificate,  because  naturally 
without  such  certificate  he  could  not  get  the  six 
months'  leave.  I  understood  the  position  to  be 
that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  perfectly  prepared  to  be 
met,  and  he  only  changed  his  attitude  after  his 
resignation  had  been  cancelled.  I  consider  that  he 
played  a  most  treacherous  game — that  is  the 
opinion  I  have  formed  on  his  conduct.  He  knew 
that  my  object  was  to  meet  him  on  the  express  de- 
sire of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  to  do  it  in  a  way 
which  would  enable  us  to  place  his  case  before 
Parliament.  Before  his  resignation  was  cancelled 
he  pleaded  to  us  in  a  very  abject  manner,  and  after 
the  cancellation  he  changed  the  position  entirely. 

315.  You  consider  that  he  did  not  really  abide 
by  the  agreement? — To  my  mind,  I  consider  that 
he  played  a  very  doubtful  game. 

316.  At  all  events,  his  case  appealed  to  you  at 
the  time,  and  I  suppose  the  circumstances  have  not 
changed  as  regards  the  man  himself  ? — He  had  had 
only  seven  years'  service,  and  I  felt  it  was  a  little 
bit  hard  on  him,  but  I  had  to  consider  the  efficiency 
of  the  Service;  and  I  feel  that  there  is  absolute 
justification  for  my  action. 

317.  Would  you  still  be  prepared  to  treat  Mr. 
van  Renen  with  consideration? — I  would  not  be 
prepared  to  take  up  his  case  again ;  he  has  left  his 
case  to  the  House,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
espouse  his  case  again  as  I  feel  that  he  does  not 
merit  it  from  me. 

318.  Well,  it  has  become  a  personal  matter,  then? 
— No;  I  was  prepared  to  submit  his  case  to  Par- 
liament, but  he  has  forfeited  any  claim  he  might 
have  had  on  my  support  by  playing  what  I  con- 
sider a  very  treacherous  game. 

319.  Mr.  Jagc/er.]  But  would  you  put  it  quite  so 
strongly?— Weil,  that  is  my  feeling,  and  I  may  say 
I  do  feel  strongly  on  this  point:  I  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  submit  his  case  to  the  favourable  consid- 


CO.MMI  I  I  I-.  I.    ON     i'KI  11  lO.N    Ol      II.     \A.\     KK.NK.N.  49 

eratiun  of  l^arliament,  but  he  went  and  took  ad-    The  Hon. 
vantage  of  the  fact  that  I  had  cancelled  his  resig-  -^•'^•^^i"''" 
nation.     1  don't  think  he  played  the  game  at  all.  J^^iy -•  i'"""' 
He  knew  very  well  at  the  time  that  what  we  did 
was  done  with  the  object  of  giving  him  considera- 
tion after  he  had  seen  the  Prime  Minister,  who  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  we  should  do  for  Mr.  van 
Renen  what  we  could. 

820.  Mr.  Molteno.]  You  must  admit  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  must  have  felt  very  indignant  and  very 
strong  at  what  had  occurred,  as  he  was  induced  to 
take  the  ste])  of  sending  in  his  resignation? — No 
doubt. 

o21.  J//*.  Maas(Iorp.~]  You  expected  him  to  send  in 
his  I'esignation? — No,  I  did  not. 

?)'1'2.  Mr.  MoltPTio.]  You  remember  that  Mr.  Tooke 
had  actually  written  in  his  minute  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  would  resign  if  su])ersede(]  ? — That  is  an  as- 
sum])tion  come  to  by  Mi'.  Tooke,  and,  I  think,  it 
was  a  natural  and  pro])er  assum])tion. 

32:].  You  must  have  kno\vn  from  your  Perma- 
n(>nt  Head  that  if  you  toolv  strong  steps  Mr.  van 
Renen  would  send  in  his  resignation? — No;  I  could 
not  know  that  he  would  resign. 

324.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  after  you  discovered  that 
Mr.  van  Renen  was  'rl  years  of  age,  instead  of  58 
years,  the  whole  com])lexi()n  of  the  case  between 
you  and  Mr.  van  Renen  was  altered  ! — No,  it  did 
not  at  all.  From  the  evidence  I  had  before  me  and 
from  the  facts  as  I  found  them,  as  alread\'  statcnl 
to  the  Committee,  I  felt  that  it  was  very  (Jesirable 
that  some  other  man  than  Mr.  van  R(Mien  should 
occup\'  the  ])()sition  of  Surveyor-General,  antb  hav- 
ing definitely  come  to  that  conclusion  not  only 
upon  my  own  ()|)inion,  l)nt  also  u])on  the  advice  of 
the  Permanent  Head  of  the  He))artment.  T  decided 
to  cai'ry  it  out  in  the  int(>rests  solely  of  th(»  (effi- 
ciency of  the  Service. 

325.  Mr.  Maasrhr/j.l  T  aslavl  you  I  he  question 
with  regard  to  tlie  considcM'ation  to  })e  shown  to 
Mr.  van  Renen  because  it  ma\"  influence  the  Com- 
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Thejion.    mittee  very  materially  in  the  decision  it  may  come 

A.  J.  Fuller.    ...  i      ..  i  •  i_i      .  "^ 

'-::;-  -^         to,  to  Kuow  wliotiiei',  sooiiig  tiuit  at  0110  tiRK.'  you 
July  27,:i<to6.  were  willing  to  show  him  consideration,  you  are  of 
opinion  that  what  has  taken  place  since  is  of  such 
a  nature  that  he  would  not  now  be  entitled  to  con- 
sideration?— My  experience    leads    me    to    believe 
that  Mr.  van  Renen  has  not  the  capabilities  for  the 
position  of  Survyor-General  and  I  re})eat  I  acted 
solely  in  the  interest  of  the  efficiency  of   the   Ser- 
vice.    I  am  not  going  to  oppose  any  consideration 
which  the  House  might  be  prepared    to    give  Mr. 
van  Renen,  but  I  feel  that  he  has  no  claim  upon  me 
to  support  his  case,  or  to  suljmit  it  to  Parliament. 
I  do  not  think  he  could  claim  any  consideration 
from  me  under  the  circumstances.     I  consider  it 
will  be  for  this  Committee  to  get  full  evidence  upon 
matter,  and  then  make  its  recommendation,  Avliich, 
if  acceptable  to  the  House,  will,  I  suppose,  be  acted 
upon.     I  want  distinctly  to  say  that  I  have  no  per- 
sonal bias  against  Mr.  van  Renen;  in  fact,  he  is  a 
gentleman  I  know  very  little  of,  and  at  the  time  I 
knew  just  as  little  of  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden.      It  was 
not  at  all  a  matter  of  person  with  me ;  I  wanted  to 
get  the  office  out  of  the  chaotic  state  it  was  in,  in 
my  opinion.     Perhaps,  when  I  am  out  of  this  Com- 
mittee room,  I  might  wish  to  feel    sympathy    for 
Mr.  van  Renen,  but  at  the  hioment  1  am  dealing 
with  the  facts  as  I  found  them.     I  feel  somewhat 
hot  on  the  matter  when  I  reflect  that  I   took    the 
trouble  to  go  and  see  him  myself.     I  acted  straight- 
forwardly with  him;  I  told  him  that  I  thought  that 
the  office  required  a  younger  man.     It  must  not  l)e 
forgotten  that  I  had  the  evidence  of  what  I  con- 
sidered an  indication  of  his  unsuitability    to    re- 
model the  ottice  in  liis  slatement  on  the  proposed 
sujjerann nation  of  Iwo  otficc^^s  who,  we  considered, 
had  1)ecom(>   fossil is(M]   in   the  office.       I  felt  then 
that  it  was  useless  to  attem])t  to  get    things    put 
straight  so  long  as  he  was  there. 

32G.  Whatever  you  did,  you  did  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  the  Service?— Wholly. 
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327.  Mr.   Oliver.]   1   Lratlu>r  from    your    evidence    Theiion. 
that   when  you  came   into  office    you    ascertained  -^••^•*^""«''- 
that  the  working-  of  the  Surveyor-General's  Depart- -July  27.  iitof;. 
ment  was  not  satisfactory? — Yes,    from    the    com- 
plaints made  to  me. 

328.  From  complaints  made  by  the  public? — 
Yes. 

329.  I  think  you  interviewed  Mr.  Currey,  the 
Head  of  the  Department  about  these  com})laints? 
~A\'h(Mi  complaints  were  made  I  sim])ly  sent  for 
Mr.  Currey  and  sulmiitted  those  com])laints  to 
him,  ex])ectino-  him  to  remedy  matters. 

330.  And  from  what  you  gathered  from  Mr. 
Currey  and  Mr.  Tooke  you  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  worlvinLr  of  the  Department  was  not  satis- 
factory?— Y\^s. 

331.  Then  you  consulted  the  Head  of  your  De- 
partment, asking  his  opinion  as  to  the  working  of 
the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General  and  as  to  liie  d(^- 
sirability  of  re-organizing  that  office  '. — llu^  sugges- 
tion with  reaard  to  the  re-organization  of  the  De- 
partment came  from  me  ])ecause  on  looking  into 

til  ni.;s  (>!i  <,(  1 1  i  ;!ii  ■-« '  ]ii;i  !i;.'  c  liii] ;!;!  i  :i!  >  I  i  <*ii  !Mi  1  be  re 
was  a  great  deal  nf  circumlocution:  c()rres])on- 
dence  Wcis  sent  from  ]Mr.  Currey  to  Mi".  Tooke,  and 
from  Air.  Tooke  back  to  Air.  Currey,  aiid  then  fi'om 
Air.  Currey  to  the  Surveyor-General,  find  so  on.  I 
then  suuuested  to  Air.  Currey  that  in  regard  to  laTu? 
maiters  we  should  have  decentralization:  lie 
agreed  with  my  views,  aiid  I  thereu[)on  instructed 
him  !o  carry  them  out. 

332.  And  when  (bis  ])lan  of  re-orgaidzat i(jn  \\;!S 
drawn  up  and  submittetl  to  Air.  \an  RcMien  b\;  Air. 
Currey  upon  your  instructions  Air.  \an  Ivenc^n 
I'aised  o1)i(^ctions? — A'es,  he  wouid  not  aui'ee  th;it  d- 
was  f(visil)le  or  acceptable  to  liis  office. 

3;j3.  Now,  in  connection  witli  the  work  of  the 
office,  I  undei'stand  tliat  you  do  not  aihnil  that  tlie 
land  l)oom  of  the  time  increascMl  vei'X'  considerably 
the  wor!\  of  the  office,  es])ecially  in  the  Depai't- 
ment  in  which  the  delays  had  been  complained  of? 
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A^r^FSkr  ~'^^'  -"-  ^°^'^  think  that  was  the  case  in  the  Depart- 
■"_"'''"■  ment,    namely,    the    Amended    Title   Department, 
July  27.  iyo(;.  about  which  the  complaints  were  the    loudest   at 
the  time. 

834.  Now,  is  it  possible  that  Mr.  van  Renen  could 
have  been  unaware  of  those  complaints — would 
not  the  complainants  go  to  him?— I  suppose,  in 
many  instances,  the  people  must  have  gone  to  him. 

335.  Mr.  van  Renen  stated  distinctly  in  his  evi- 
dence last  year  that  he  knew  of  no  such  complaints, 
and  that  they  were  never  brought  to  his  notice  ? — I 
don't  think  that  is  possible,  and  on  that  score,  in 
my  0])inH)n.  one  would  onl\'  liave  t(^  call  the  sur- 
veyors and  attorneys  throughout  the  country  in 
order  to  get  a  correct  idea  on  the  subject  of  those 
complaints. 

336.  Don't  you  think  it  is  possible  that  he  did  not 
hear  of  those  complaints? — I  can  hardly  think  so; 
he  must  have  known  of  them — they  w^ere  loud  and 
numerous. 

337.  Now,  had  you  gone  direct  to  Mr.  van  Renen 
in  regard  to  the  re-organization  of  the  Department 
would  Mr.  Currey  have  raised  any  objection,  or 
could  he  have  felt  injured  in  any  way  by  your  hav- 
ing done  so  ? — Not  at  all. 

338.  I  understand  from  your  evidence  that  you 
consider  that  the  Department  is  being  carried  on 
satisfactorily  at  the  present  time? — Well,  there  are 
no  complaints  now,  and  the  work  is  up  to  date. 

339.  Then  in  your  conversation  with  Mr.  van 
Renen,  when  you  ascertained  that  he  was  only  52 
instead  of  58  years  of  age,  it  did  not  alter  your 
opinion  as  regards  his  capabilities  in  conducting 
the  office? — No. 

340.  The  fact  that  he  was  six  years  younger  than 
you  thought  would  not  in  your  opinion  have  made 
it  possible  for  him?— My  mind  was  really  made  u]) 
by  the  document  he  put  in  when  he  opposed  thc^ 
sii])erannuatk)n  of  certain  officers  in  his  office.  I 
felt  then  ihat  he  was  responsible  for  the  delays,  and 
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that  it  was  perfectly  hopeless  to  re-model  the  De-    The  Hon. 
partment  while  he  remained  at  the  head  of  it.         A.j.^uiier. 

341.  It  would  have  made  no  difference  even  if  .luiy  27. 1906. 
he  had  been  42  years   of   age    instead    of    52?— It 
would  not  have  made  any  difference. 

•342.  You  considered  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
conducting  that  othce  properly?— He  was  not,  in 
my  opinion. 

343.  Now%  with  regard  to  the  last  question  put  to 
you  by  Mr.  Maasdorp  about  Mr.  van  Renen  when 
he  laid  his  case  before  the  Prime  Minister  and 
yourself,  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question  ? — I  may  say 
that  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  van  Renen  saw 
the  Prime  Minister. 

344.  When  the  Prime  Minister  mentioned  the 
matter  to  you,  you  felt  that  the  man,  having  served 
for  seven  years  in  that  Department,  and  not  being 
entitled  to  a  pension,  it  was  only  right  that  he 
should  receive  some  consideration  w^hen  he  was 
l)eing  superseded  through  the  re-organization  of 
the  I)e])artment ;  especially  as  such  supersession 
might  probaijly  lead  to  his  sending  in  his  resigna- 
tion ^— Yes. 

345.  And  you  were  ]~)repared  at  that  time  to  bring 
}\\<  case  before  the  House.' — Yes. 

:]40.  And  you  suggested  that  he  should  be  given 
six  months'  iea\'e  for  two  other  reasons  as  well,  one 
being  that  he  had  stated  that  he  was  run  down  and 
that  his  nerves  W(^re  not  in  a  fit  state  to  enable 
liim  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  office,  and  the 
other  that  he  had  stated  that  his  farming  opera- 
tions had  fallen  into  arrear,  so  that  he  would  not 
have  means  of  a  livelihood  if  his  resignation  were 
accepted  at  once? — Yes,  but  1  did  not  suiigest  the 
six  months"  leave  to  him.  I  called  upon  the 
Au(litor-(ieneral  and  ])()iiited  out  to  him  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  was  not  looking  veiy  well,  and  was 
sulTei'ing  on  account  of  the  strain  he  luid  under- 
gon(\  T  asked  the  Auditor-General  if  it  were  ])0s- 
sible  to  give  My.  van  RencMi  six  months'  leave. 
l)eing  myself  firmly  of  o])inion  that  he  was  ill,  and, 
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The  Hon.    of  course,  thinking  therefore  that  he  would  supply 
■ '  _"  "^  a  medical  certificate ;  he  certainly    left    me  under 
July  27.  ]<♦(.(;.  the  impression  that  he  was  ill. 

347.  Anyway,  it  was  upon  those  three  points 
which  I  have  mentioned  that  you  suggested  the 
six  months'  leave? — Yes;  and  I  may  further  point 
out  that  I  did  not  think  at  the  time  that  Mr.  van 
E-enen  would  mind  very  much,  because  I  had 
heard  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  leave  the  Ser- 
vice. His  farm  had  been  neglected,  and  I  got  to 
know,  through  a  lady  visitor  at  my  house,  that  he 
and  his  wife  were  anxious  to  go  and  farm.  That 
gave  me  the  impression  that  he  w^as  a  man  of 
means,  and  that,  as  he  was  evidently  very  anxious 
to  take  up  his  farming  pursuits,  he  would  not 
mind  much  leaving  the  Service. 

348.  Then  I  can  sum  up  your  evidence  as  fol- 
lows:  You  found  the  Department  in  an  unsatisfac- 
tory condition,  and  you  realised  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  would  not  be  equal  to  the  difficulties  of  re- 
organisation which  you  considered  absolutely 
necessary,  upon  which  you  took  the  step  you  did, 
believing  that  it  was  one  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  and  of  the  efficient  working  of  the  De- 
partment?— Yes,  wholly.  I  may  say  it  was  one  of 
those  actions  which,  if  left  to  my  own  personal 
feelings,  I  should  never  have  adopted,  but  I  should 
have  followed  the  line  of  least  resistance  by  leav- 
ing Mr.  van  Renen  at  the  head  of  the  office  to 
be  dealt  with  by  my  successor,  and  then,  of  course, 
the  chaos  would  have  continued,  to  the  incon- 
venience of  the  public  and  the  discredit  of  the  Ser- 
vice. I  considered,  however,  that  I  could  not 
study  my  own  feelings  in  the  matter,  but  that  my 
duty  was  to  secure  the  efficiency  of  the  office,  and 
to  attain  that  end  I  felt  that  a  strong  step  was 
necessary,  and,  believing  that  the  step  I  took  was 
one  which  was  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Service 
and  calculated  to  secure  efficiency,  T  took  it. 

349.  Now,  if  this  matter  is  brought  before  the 
House  with  the  view  of  affording  Mr.  van  Renen 
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some  consideration,  von  will  not  oppose  it  in  anv  n.-non. 
way  ^— Oh,  no;  I  will  leave  it  entirely  to  the  Hous"e  ^  •'  f"i'<^ 
to  decide.  I  may  say  that  I  took  very  strong  ex- -'"ly-:  i'.»i 
ception  to  much  that  was  said  in  the  way  of  criti- 
cism of  my  action  in  this  matter  in  certain 
quarters.  1  refer  to  what  appeared  in  certain 
news})apers,  and  (^specially  to  an  article  which  was 
written  in  "  0ns  Land."  I  look  upon  Mr.  \an 
Renen  as  an  out  and  out  supporter  (.)f  tlie  Pro- 
gressive Party,  in  fact,  I  look  upon  him  as  a 
jingoistic  supi)orter  of  our  party,  and  yet  the  im- 
putation was  conveyed  in  the  news])a})er  referred 
to  that  my  action  was  prompted  ])y  feelings  of  hos- 
tility to  Mr.  van  Renen  because  he  was  a  Dutch- 
man. Such  criticism  and  imputations  are  not  cal- 
culated to  serve  the  best  interests  of  our  Public 
Service,  but  serve  rather  to  have  a  veiy  deleterious 
effect  upon  it.  I  think  one  should  l)e  careful  in 
making  such  im])utations. 

;]50.  M/'.  Mahrn.]  You  mean  ]\Ir.  van  Renen  Vv'as 
a  j)olitical  supporter  of  your  party  f — Yes;  and 
that  is  where  it  came  in  that  it  was  improper  to 
say  that  I  took  the  step  I  did  in  regard  to  Mr.  van 
Renen  because  of  the  fact  that  he  was  of  Dutch 
nationality.  ^'atui'ally,  I  rescnttul  that  very 
much,  especially  in  \'iew  of  tlie  fact  that 
because  of  this  circumsian.ce  1  took  much 
longer  to  consider  the  matlei'  than  1  other- 
wise would  have  dont'.  If  Mi'.  \aii  RiMieii 
had  been  an  Knglishnuin  1  sliould  ha\'e  had 
no  hesitation  to  put  my  decision  into  practice  with- 
out delay,  V)ut  I  took  time  to  considiu-  the  matted', 
with  the  express  object  of  avoid inu  the  possibility 
of  anyone^  accusing  me  of  ])arlialily.  1  therefoi'e 
think  it  was  a  very  mischicn'ous  statement  to 
make,  and  one  which  did  an  immense  amount  of 
harm.  Wherc^ver  T  travelled  throuuh  the  country 
friimds  brought  home  to  me  that  this  im])utation 
had  t)een  made. 

351.  .1//'.  Moltcno?^  You  say  that  you  had  luvird 
that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  an.\iou<  {o  I'etire  from  tlu^ 
Service? — Yes. 
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The  Hon.        352.  Who  did  you  hear  that  from? — From    Mr. 
A.  J.  Fuller.  Q^^^^j  g^^^  others. 

July  27. 1906.  353.  Did  you  inquire  from  Mr.  van  Renen  him- 
self?— No;  I  understood  that  on  one  or  two  occa- 
sions he  had  exjDressed  the  opinion  that  he  was 
perfectly  callous  as  to  whether  he  remained  in  the 
Service  or  not;  at  any  rate,  that  was  the  opinion 
my  advisers  had  formed. 

354.  Mr.  Malan.]  You  said  you  wanted  to  re- 
organise the  Department? — Yes. 

355.  Was  it  put  to  Mr.  van  Renen  that  either  he 
had  to  resign  or  to  carry  out  your  instructions? — 
No,  it  was  not  put  to  him  in  that  way. 

356.  You  say  the  discipline  in  the  office  is  much 
better  now? — I  say  the  work  is  up  to  date,  and 
there  are  no  complaints. 

357.  The  efficiency  of  the  office  has  improved? — 
Yes. 

358.  Is  that  statement  borne  out  by  the  return 
of  leaves  of  absence  which  you  have  handed  in? — 
Yes;  Mr.  Cornish  Bowden  will  be  able  to  explain 
that  every  man  w^ho  is  on  leave  is  absolutely  en- 
titled to  it. 

359.  We  have  it  from  these  returns  that  there 
are  more  absentees  now  than  formerly? — Mr.  Cor- 
nish Bowden  will  satisfy  the  Committee  in  that 
matter.  These  men  are  entitled  to  the  leave  they 
are  getting,  and  the  present  Surveyor-General 
holds  very  strongly  that  his  men  should  take  their 
leave,  as  the  men  work  hard,  and  bv  taking  their 
rest  when  they  are  entitled  to  it,  the  efficiency  of 
the  office  is  better  maintained. 

360.  That  is  all  right,  but  that  same  argument 
applied  to  Mr.  van  Renen's  time  too?^I  have 
never  raised  the  question  of  the  absentees,  and  it 
does  not  come  from  me  at  all. 

361.  You  are  very  strong  on  that  minute  which 
Mr.  van  Renen  wrote  about  the  four  men  whom 
you  wanted  to  put  on  pension? — Yes. 

362.  One  was  the  Surveyor-General,  who  was 
away  on  sick  leave? — Yes. 
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363.  One  of  the  four  Mr.  van  Renen  agreed  to? —     iheHon. 
Yes  ^-  '^-  ^^^^^^' 

364.  Then  there  were  two    others,    Mr.  Maclear -tuIv  27. 1906. 
and  Mr.  Brink?— Yes. 

365.  When  was  that  memorandum  written? — I 
am  not  quite  sure  of  the  actual  date,  but  it  was 
about  August,  1904,  during  the  time  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  decentralising  that  branch 
of  the  work. 

366.  Almost  two  years  ago? — Yes. 

367.  The  one  man,  Mr.  Brink,  whom  you  wanted 
to  pension  at  the  time  is  still  in  the  office  under 
Mr.  Cornish  Bowden? — Yes. 

368.  And  Mr.  Maclear  has  since  died?— Yes. 

369.  You  referred  a  minute  ago  to  an  imputation 
in  an  article  which  appeared  in  "  0ns  Land  ''  ( — 
Yes. 

370.  Now,  what  w^as  that  imputation  ? — 1  have 
the  article  over  at  my  office,  as  I  want  to  put  it  in 
my  scrap-ljook  later  on ;  unfortunately,  I  have  not 
got  it  with  me  now^ 

371.  \Vell,  ])ut  what  was  the  im[)utation  ? — The 
imputation  was  that  I  had  su})erseded  Mr.  van 
Renen  because  of  the  fact  that  he  w^as  a  Dutchman 
— that  was  practically  what  it  meant. 

372.  And  you  say  that  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it^ — Nothing  whatever. 

373.  Will  you  i)ut  in  that  article,  so  that  tlu^  Com- 
mittee can  judge  whether  that  imputation  was 
made.'— Yes,  I  will  send  the  article  over. 

374.  Chairntan.]  The  time  that  you  made  iliis 
change  in  the  re-organisation  of  the  otlice,  your 
Permanent  Head  was  in  cordial  sympathy  wiih 
your  action? — Yes. 

375.  The  statement  put  in  from  Mr.  Tooke, 
whicli  was  ])ut  in  l)y  you,  lends  ('()rrol)oralioii  to 
\()ur  cN-idcnce,  l)ut  have  you  aii\-  ('on'ol)or;it ion  of 
vour  evi(l(>nce  with  regard  to  the  view  which  Mr. 
Currev  took^— Y(^s,  nltliough  tliat  will  \)v  verbal 
evidence  of  men  in  the  office-Air.  Williams  and 
Mr.  Green. 
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^TheHon.  376.  We  wlll  examliie  Mr.  Williams  directly,  and 
■"-_"  '^'^' you  will  get  Mr.  Green  to  come? — Yes. 

July i'7,  i90(;.  377_  At  the  time  when  you  re-organised  the 
office,  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Tooke 
going  on  pension,  can  you  tell  the  Committee  upon 
what  date  the  Cabinet  decided  that  resolution? — 
I  have  not  got  the  date  at  my  fingers'  ends  at  the 
moment,  but  it  was  after  I  came  back  from  Eng- 
land. 

378.  It  was  not  decided  a  year  ago? — No. 

379.  It  had  not  been  decided  when  Mr.  Currey 
and  Mr.  Tooke  gave  their  evidence  before  a  similar 
Committee  last  year? — No,  I  don't  think  so, 
although  Mr.  Currey  may  have  had  an  inkling 
that  such  a  course  w^as  in  contemplation.  I  dis- 
cussed the  re-organisation  with  him,  and  the 
changes  which  would  have  to  be  made,  and  I  gave 
him  to  understand  that  he  would  be  superseded. 

380.  That  was  before  he  gave  his  evidence  here 
last  Session? — Yes;  I  am  quite  sure  that  Mr. 
Currey  had  a  hint  from  me  that  with  the  re-or- 
ganisation he  would  perhaps  have  to  go  on  pen- 
sion. 

381.  And  you  recognised  that  you  were,  so  to 
say,  in  the  public  interest  conscientiously  trying 
to  do  what  was  necessary? — I  was  ambitious  to 
make  a  success  of  the  Department.  I  felt  that  Mr. 
Currey  was  not  in  effective  touch  with  the  farmers, 
who  had  complained  on  that  score. 

382.  Now  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
veyor-General. The  changes  you  made  there  were 
made  wvithout  any  motive  other  than  the  efficiency 
of  the  Service? — 1  had  only  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic and  the  efficiency  of  the  office  in  view. 

383.  And  in  doing  that  you  knew  you  were  put- 
ting your  head  into  a  hornet's  nest? — I  felt  that. 

384.  And  you  think  that  if  that  were  your  motive 
you  should  rather  l)e  credited  with  courage  in 
doing  what  you  considered  your  duty,  under  the 
circumstances,  instead  of  being  reflected  upon  for 
having  committed  iniquities? — Yes;    I  felt  that  I 
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should  havi'  had  the  support  of  the  public  in  my    tiuHou. 
endeavour  to  re-niock'l    an    oilice    which    ^\■as  not      •■    "' 
satisfyinu'  their  wants.  juiy  lt.  !;••" 

oS5.  And  you  had  no  desiun  or  [)articular  regard 
for  Mv.  C'oriush  l^owden  f — None  wTiatever;  Mr. 
Cornish  BoVvden  was  practically  a  stranger  to  nu' 
up  to  the  time  that  1  took  oilice. 

oSG.  Now.  lodkini:  hack  on  all  that  has  tran- 
spired, and  having  heforc^  xou  certain  information 
to  the  effect  that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  willing  to  go 
back  to  his  farm  and  \\a>  not  particularly  keen 
up(jn  I'etaining  the  appointment — as  you  belie\-ed 
from  the  information  you  had  received — don't  you 
think  that  tlie  change,  so  fai'  as  Mr.  van  Renen 
was  concerned,  was  accompanied  with  some  want 
of  taci  '. — In  the  light  of  recent  events,  it  might  he 
said  that  perlia])s  one  might  have  taken  other 
means  of  bringing  about  the  same  result ;  of  course, 
one  is  always  wise  after  the  event. 

:387.  For  instance,  you  might  have  interviewed 
Mr.  van  Renen  personally,  and  examined  into 
what  his  ])rospects  and  })osition  was  f — You  forget 
one  important  fact,  and  that  is  that  Mr.  van  Renen 
s(Mit  in  his  resignation  whilst  the  matter  was  si  ill 
under  discussion,  and  before  we  had  come  to  a 
definite  decision.  I  had  dechJed  in  my  own  nund 
as  to  what  1  would  advise  the  Cabinet,  but  a  final 
decision  could  not  be  come  t<i  ^'xce])t  with  tlie  ap- 
})roval  of  the  full  Cabinet,  and  that  had  not  be(Mi 
come  to  wlien  Mr.  van  Renen  resigned — Mr.  Coi'- 
nish  Jiowden  had  not  yet  been  dcH'ided  upon. 

:)^^.  But  \-ou  can  ([uite  unik-rstand  Air.  van 
Renen's  position  in  the  matter  when  he  discovei'ed 
that  the  Minister  had  stMit  for  a  sul)or(Unate  of  his 
to  consult  with  ^ — We  were  perfi'ctly  open  in  tlie 
inatt(M':  Mr.  van  Renen  knew  that  we  meant  to  re- 
model the  odlce.  and  nothinii  was  done  in  a  sui'- 
reptitious  manner  at  all. 

889.  AN'ould  it  not  have  ])een  a  more  tactful 
course  to  have  exchanijcHl  confidence  f -Mr.  Coi'- 
nish  Bowden   was  not   sent   for  with   the  oijject    of 
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A^j^Fuiier  ^i^^^ssiiig  with  him  the  question  of  the  super- 
■_"  ^'''  session  of  Mr.  van  Renen.       The  Prime  Minister 

.Inly  27, 1906.  wanted  to  see  the  man  whom  the  responsible 
Minister  was  prepared  to  recommend  for  the  post, 
and  not  the  slightest  indication  was  conveyed  to 
Mr.  Cornish  Bowden  that  he  would  get  the  post. 

390.  Granted  all  that;  but  so  far  as  appearances 
went,  and  so  far  as  Mr.  van  Renen  could  judge,  he 
evidently  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  discussing  the  re-organisation  of  his 
office  behind  his  back ;  rightly  or  wrongly,  he  took 
that  view,  and  holding  that  view  he,  as  you  ex- 
pressed it  in  your  statement,  in  a  fit  of  pique,  sent 
in  his  resignation.  Now  don't  you  think  that  that 
should  have  been  avoided  if  you  had  sent  for  Mr. 
van  Renen  and  told  him  what  the  views  of  the 
Government  were,  especially  as  he  himself  was 
not,  as  far  as  you  had  been  informed,  very  anxious 
to  retain  the  appointment? — I  have  told  you  that 
I  called  upon  Mr.  van  Renen  when  the  cancellation 
of  his  resiij^nation  was  beimy  discussed,  and  I  told 
him  then  that  a  younger  man  was  required  to 
carry  out  the  scheme  of  re-organisation  which  had 
been  decided  upon. 

391.  That  was  after  the  feeling  had  been  created? 
— Possil)ly. 

392.  Now  with  regard  to  the  point  of  giving  him 
six  months'  leave ;  you  had  in  your  mind  the  feel- 
ing that  the  man  was  not  well  ? — Yes. 

:>93.  It  was  not  done  in  a  sort  of  way  of  giving 
him  more  money  than  he  was  entitled  to  under 
the  ruse  of  illness?— No;  he  could  not  possibly  get 
sick  leave  without  a  doctor's  certificate,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  he  left  me  under  the  impression, 
judging  from  his  appearance,  that  he  would  be 
able  to  get  a  medical  certificale  without  any  difll- 
ciilty. 

394.  On  this  point,  it  seems  to  me.  sitting  as  a 
juryman,  that  the  (widence  is  most  conflicting. 
Mr",  van  Renen  stated  in  his  evidence  that  he  was 
not  ill,  and  that  he  Avas  not  going  to  perjure  him- 
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self  by  sayini^  that  he  was  ill.     He  stated  that  he     The  Hon. 
oave  thatVeply  to  Mr.  Tooke  when  the  latter  su,<r-    ''■■^■™'''- 
jested  his  goino-  on  six  months'  leave? — Yes,  hut,  I'ly-'".  i'.""'- 
of  course,  that  was  aft  en-  the    cancellation    of    his 
resignation. 

))95.  Mr.  van  Renen  says  in  his  evidence,  in 
effect,  that  all  "this  statement  about  his  heino-  sick 
was  an  invention  of  the  Minister's  or  Mr.  Tooke's. 
that  he  had  made  no  such  statement,  that  he  was 
quite  well  and  would  not  l)e  mean  enouuh  to  ob- 
tain leave  by  a  subterfuu'e :  and  that,  so  far  as  he 
was  concernt^d.  there  was  no  truth  in  it? — T  cannot 
understand  his  making  such  a  statement. 

o9B.  Now  you  recognised  that  it  was  rather 
rouo'h  on  him,  after  being  in  that  office  for  si.x  or 
seven  years,  to  be  retired  without  some  considera- 
tion, which  you  were  una])le  to  give  him  undei'  the 
regulations,  and  you  were  anxious  to  find  some 
way  of  treating  him  l)etter  than  wdiat  the  regula 
tions  allowed  f — T  was  sorry  to  be  in  the  ])osition  of 
having  to  talxc  the  ste]),  and  I  ftdt  very  sorry  for 
Ml',  van  Renen,  but  then  T  had  to  consider  some- 
thing moi'e  than  fending  soi'rv,  and  that  was  the 
( fllciency  of  the  olfice. 

397.  T  gather  from  you  that  one  of  the  main 
points  which  influenced  your  resolution  was  the 
fact  that  Mr.  van  Renen  had  manifested  some  o))^ 
stre])erousness  to  carry  out  your  wishes  in  the  mat- 
ter of  reforms  in  his  office,  which  you  consich^'ed 
necessary,  and  because  the  changes  which  you 
desired  to  see  given  effc^d  to  he  was  not  in  agree 
ment  with  ^— He  was  not  in  agreement  with  my 
views. 

398.  And  you  and  both  your  Heads  of  Depart- 
ment, Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  tooke,  felt  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  the  change  for  that  rc^ason  ?— 
Yes. 

399.  You  nu^an  to  say  that  that  was  the  vii>w  of 
Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  Tooke  both  ^  Air.  Curr(\\-  hi^ld 
tlic  view  i  tool\  more  stroniih-  than  "Mr.  Tooke. 
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TheHor..  400.  AhcI  Mr.  Currey  was  anxious  that  Mr.  Hall 
A.  J. Fuller,  should  be  appointed?— Yes;  the  only  point  of  dif- 
jiiiy  27,  ]!»()(,.  ference  between  Mr.  Currey  and  myself  was  that 
I  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  we  should  not  go 
outside  the  Service  if  we  had  a  suitable  man  in  the 
Service.  Mr.  Currey  w^as  in  favour  of  appointing 
Mr.  Hall,  who  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine  and  a 
strong  political  supporter,  so  that  I  should  have 
been  biased  absolutely  in  his  favour;  I  felt,  how- 
ever, that  if  I  appointed  him  my  action  would  be 
misunderstood. 

401.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  discipline  in  the 
office,  w^hich  you  had  reason  to  believe  was  bad  at 
the  time  of  the  discussion  of  these  changes,  and 
that  it  had  been  bad  for  some  time  before.  In 
w^hat  w^ay  was  the  discipline  bad ;  were  the  officers 
insubordinate,  or  was  their  conduct  l)ad  in  any 
other  respect? — Of  course,  in  this  connection,  I 
ma}^  say  that  my  evidence  is  largely  hearsay  evi- 
dence, and  one  does  not  like  to  give  one's  in- 
formants away.  After  all,  it  was  my  duty  to  find 
out  everything  I  could  from  my  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Department,  and  not  only  from  them, 
but  from  others  who  came  in  frequent  contact  with 
the  Department.  I  wanted  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
things,  and  made  inquiries. 

402.  And  what  did  you  find?— That  there  was  a 
iaclv  of  discipline. 

403.  In  what  way?— The  official  office  hours 
were  not  strictly  observed. 

404.  Is  there  anything  which  you  have  omitted 
to  say,  and  Avhich  you  would  like  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Committee?— No,  excepting  that  I 
should  lilve  to  c'dfirm  again  that,  in  ])ringing  about 
this  change,  I  had  no  other  desire  than  the  effi- 
ciency _of  the  Department  under  mv  control.  I 
had  no  bias  at  all  against  Mr.  van  Renen ;  in  fact, 
uj)  lo  the  time  this  matter  took  place,  wherever  we 
(lid  meet  \v(»  met  on  very  friendly  terms.  I  had  no 
clioice  of  men  in  the  offiice;  Mr.  Cornish  Bowden 
was  a  stramzer  to    me,    and    I   had    no    reason  to 
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espouse  liis  cause  other  tlKUi  an  earnest  desire  to    t!:.  ii<in. 
place  the  JJe])artnient  in  a  j)osition  which    wouhl  ^  •'  '  "'^'''• 
satisfy  the  pabHc.     AN'hen  I  met  Mr.  Coi'iiish  B()\\  - -luivi':.  mot; 
den  1  \va^  struck  with  his  ^rasp  of  hind  matters, 
and  saw   tliat  he  had  administrative  ahihty,  and  I 
tlierefore  felt  that  he  was  the  man  wlio  was  likely 
to  make  a    ^ood    Siii'veyor-General.  and    my    sole 
reason  for  api)ointinL;'  him  was    because    I   f(dt   so 
convinced  that  it  was  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
pul)lic  and  of  the  Service  to  make  such  a  chanue. 

405.  Mr.  'J (tuner A  And  you  are  of  the  same 
opinion  now,  after  1:2  months'  expedience  of  Mr. 
Cornish  Bowden  at  the  head  of  the  office  f— Oh, 
yes:  I  look  upon  him  as  a  very  able  administrator, 
and  one  who  will  keep  that  office  in  the  uood  con- 
dition that  it  is  in  at  ju'esent.  He  is  a  thorough 
disciplinarian,  and  ])ossesses  administrative 
al)ility,  l)esides  which  he  has  a  thorouuh  irras])  of 
land  matters 

406.  In  the  liu'ht  of  ex]:)erience.  you  consider  the 
change  has  been    thoi'ouLihly  justified  '. — '^'^es. 

.1//-.    CfUltrrt   Xcrillr    U^iUianif',   examined. 

i07.  (lull riiHui.  A\'hat  position  d(j  vou  hold  f —  Mr.  <i..\. 
First-class  clerk  in  the  office  of  the"  Director  of  ^^'i'''^"^- 
Agriculture.  .i>iiv  -:.  mnt;. 

40S.  I  believe  you  have  a  written  statement  with 
re<4Mrd  to  the  change  which  was  made  in  the  office 
of  the  Surveyor-General  i — Ves. 

409.  Mr.  MahuiA  When  did  \-ou  write  that  star<>- 
meid  f— On  the  i^j'th  instant. 

410.  At  whose  instance  did  you  mak'c  tlial  stat(>- 
ment  f — T  was  asked  whethei'  \  knew  anxthinu  of 
the  circumstances  atteudiim'  the  chaiiuc.  and  I 
then  wrote  this  statement. 

411.  A\ho  asked  you  ^ -Mr.  CJreen,  Mr.  Fuller's 
Private  Seci'etai'v,   if   1    rememl)er  riLilitly. 

412.  Flad  you  any  records  of  what  took  ])lace  ?— 
"Well,  we  have  one  U'ttei-  which  was  wi'itten  by  the 
Un(hu'  Secretary  for  Aiii'icult ui'e  to  the  Surv(\\-or- 
General  ai   the  time,  and    copies    of    this  and    an- 
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wiiikiui'  ^®^^^®^  I  ^^"^^  attached  to  this  statement.  I  alsa 
ijams.  YiSiYe  a  rough  draft  memorandum  which  I  showed 
Juiy27.  ];»()(;.  to  Mr.  Currey  at  the  time  when  the  discussion  on 
the  question  of  separating  the  land  work,  and 
transferring  it  to  the  Surveyor-General's  office 
from  the  head  office,  was  going  on.  That  memo- 
randum I  have  not  with  me  here. 

413.  Mr.  J  agger.]  Anyway,  you  have  a  memo- 
randum of  w^hat  took  place  at  the  time  when  the 
change  was  made?— No,  the  memorandum  refers 
to  the  matters  which  were  discussed  at  the  time. 

414.  A  plan  and  so  forth? — No,  it  is  a  rough 
Bcheme  of  the  then  proposed  change. 

415.  Mr.  Malan.]  Then  you  have  no  written 
records  of  the  interviews  that  took  place  at  the 
time? — No  record  was  kept  at  all;  the  interviews 
were  purely  verbal. 

416.  Chairman.']  You  have  now  written  a  state- 
ment embodying  your  recollections  of  what  took 
place  ? — Yes. 

417.  Will  you  read  that  statement  and  put  it  in? 
— Yes.  [Statement,  letters  and  list  of  matters 
dealt  with  by  Surveyor-General's  office  put  in.] 

418.  Mr.  Molteno.]  All  those  letters  were  written 
during  the  time  Mr.  van  Renen  was  Acting  Sur- 
veyor-General ? — Yes. 

419.  Mr.  Malan.]  Then  the  interviews  took  place 
with  Mr.  van  Ecnen  as  Acting  Survevor-General? 
—Yes. 

420.  The  man  Avho  was  still  Surveyor-General 
at  the  time  was  Capt.  Jurisch?— T  am  not  quite 
sure  whether  C'at)t.  Jurisch  was  not  dead  then 
already. 

421.  No,  he  was  absent  on  leave  at  the  time. 
Anyway,  Mr.  van  Renen  was  temporarily  acting 
in  that  capacity? — Yes. 

422.  And  he  would  naturally  be  a  little  diffident 
to  make  the  change  when  the  chief  of  the  office  was 
away? — T  am  not  aware  that  he  took  up  that  posi- 
tion ;  one  of  his  main  objections,  so  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, was  l)ased  on  the  limited  accommodation    at 
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his  (lisj)()sal;  he  iiiaintaintMl  tliat  unh'ss  ho  uot  ad-     Mr.G.x. 
ditional  accommodation  in   the  Master's  Ollice  or    ^^'"'^'"f;  . 
adjoininu-  buihlinii'  tlie  scheme  woidd  !)(>  unwork- •^»'y-'- laoc. 
able. 

423.  Mr.  Molfcito.]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did 
uet  accommoiUition  outsich'  the  Dej^artment  ? — 
Xot  for  the  chu'ical  stalY. 

424.  'I'hey  not  offices  in  Gretnimarket  Sfinare? — 
Xo,  in  Chnrch  Sqnare. 

425.  Mr.  .J miner.]  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
have  accommodation  for  the  clerical  staff? — Yes, 
at  inccjnvenience,  ))ut  still  it  has  sufficed. 

426.  Have  they  accommodated  the  same  staff  or 
more  men  '. — More  men  ;  we  sent  over  an  addi- 
tional stall  of  about  live  or  six  men. 

427.  Who  are  now  accommodated  in  that  office, 
too  f— -Yes. 

428.  Mr.  Malan.]  AVould  you  say  that  there  is 
sufficient  room  for  them  all  ?— Well,  they  have 
been  work'ino-  in  that  condition  for  12  months,  so 
that  evidiMitly  there  is  sufficient  room,  although  it 
m.ay  be  inconvenient.  Thex-  have  not  received  any 
additional  accommodation  for  \\\v  a(h!itional  mc^i 
who  wer(^  added  to  their  clerical  staff. 

429.  \Vhat  is  your  connection  with  the  Surveyor- 
Generahs  office."— I  Inive  no  connection  with  the 
office  of  the  Surveyoi"-Gen(M'al. 

4o0.  Well.  I  notice  that  yon  say  the  chanuo 
works  successfully:  what  ]ne:-in<  have  you  for  say- 
iuii  thai  .'-1  was  ask'ed  by  Air.  vo!':iish-JJo\\ den  to 
looiv  into  the  system  of  the  I'ecoi'ds  and  to  suuLiest 
chaniit'S.  and.  as  a  matter  of  fact.  tlu>  ciianiivs  were 
carrieii  out  uikUu*  m\'  snptM'xision,  to  a.  cHMiain  t  .\- 
tent. 

4:51.  Thai  was  at  tlie  time  th.c  chani'v  wa.s  maik^? 
—  Yes. 

4;)2.  lUi'  you  n.ow  stale  tlia.i  the  clian'.ic  works 
succ('->fnl!y.  anfi  T  ■;>•;! nl  !o  !-:no\v  w!;;:i  means  you 
havt'  foi'  ki'owinu'  thai  '.  \  come  lo  thai  coiu'hision 
because  we  have  recei\'ed  no  eomplainls.  . 
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wmSim^'        '^^'^-  -^^^  y^^  liavo  just  said  that  you  have  no 
'^°'*'    connection  with  the  Surveyor- General's  office? — 
juiy27,  i9og;^q   )3^^  I  woulcl  know  if '^thero    were   any   com- 
phiints. 

434.  Mr.  Jagger.]  And  you  would  know  from 
your  general  knowledge  of  the  Department  as 
w^ell?— Oh  yes;  I  go  to  the  Surveyor-General's 
office  on  business  sometimes. 

435.  What  business? — I  may  go  there  to  inquire 
about  land  matters. 

436.  Anyway,  you  have  occasion  to  go  there 
sometimes  ? — Yes. 

437.  And  therefore  you  are  in  a  position  to  form 
an  opinion? — Yes. 

438.  Mr.  Oliver.]  I  understood  you  to  say  that 
the  Avoi;k  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Cornish- 
Bowden,  the  Head  of  the  Department? — The 
changes  brought  about  were  to  his  entire  satisfac- 
tion. I  am  speaking  of  matlers  that  occurred  some 
time  ago,  and  Mr.  (^oi'nish-J>owden  expressed  to 
me  his  satisfaction  with  the  changes  made.  I 
have  already  pointed  out  that  the  changes  were 
made  in  the  method  of  keeping  the  records  to  a 
certain  extent  under  my  supervision,  and  natur- 
ally I  asked  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  how  the  changes 
worked,  to  which  his  reply  was  that  they  were 
satisfactory.  I  asked  him  whether  he  was  satis- 
fied with  the  man  I  had  selected  specially  for  the 
work,  and  how  the  work  was  going. 

439.  Mr.  Malan.]  Had  you  anything  to  do  with 
the  land  branch  before  it  was  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Surveyor-General  ?— Yes,  I  was  Chief 
Record  Clerk  at  the  time,  and  acted  as  Mr.  Currey's 
personal  clerk. 

440.  How  long  is  it  now  since  this  transfer  took 
place— when  w^as  the  change  made?— The  change 
took  place  about  the  first  of  August,  1905. 

441.  Do  you  think  the  time  that  this  change  has 
been  in  operation  sufficiently  long  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  how  it  would  work?— I  am  speaking 
only  in  regard  to  the  mode    of   conducting   corre- 


LOMMITl  KK   ON     PKITl'lON    OF    11.    \AX    liKNilN. 


spoink'iice  and  of  keeping  i\w  records.     J  baxc  had     -H'.  '■• '^'• 
consi(l('ral)le  experience^  in   these    matters,    and     I     ^^''^''"■'• 
say  that  12  months  is  lonLj  enough  to  judi^-e  wlietlier  ^"ly  ^lAm 
the  chanije   is   satisfactory   or   iiui. 

44'2.  Mr.  Jrinaer.]  Xow  alxait  those  complaints. 
^\hat  knowledij^e  had  you  of  them' — I  remember 
that  thi^re  were"  complaints  at  the  time  about  de- 
lays in  the  issue  of  amended  title  under  the  Land 
Beacons  Act.  Conveyancers  made  the  complaints. 
I  could  not  tell  you  now  what  those  complaiius 
were  exrictly.  but  the  complaints  were  made  to  the 
office,  and  there  was  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject with  conveyancers.  Besides,  conveyancers' 
clerks  frec^uently  came  up  to  the  office  to  inquire 
about  the  deeds.  The  title  deeds  were  sent  from 
the  Surveyor-General  to  the  Minister  for  sii^nature, 
and  from  there  to  Government  House  fea*  sii^ma- 
ture,  from  where  they  were  sent  Ijack  to  the  Minis- 
ter, and  then  forwarded  to  the  parties  concerned. 

44:).  lb)w  long  did  these  complaints  no  on? — I 
think  they  were  all  made  very  much  about  that 
])eriod.  that  is,  durinf^  the  year  1904,  but  I  could  not 
tell  you  definitely. 

444.  How  lonir  have  you  })een  in  the  office ':* — T 
have  been  in  the  Department  })etween  14  and  15 
years. 

445.  Did  complaints  take  ])lace  under  Mr. 
Home's  control  { — I  cannot  call  to  mind  any. 

446.  Or  under  Captain  Jurisch? — I  cannot  say; 
I  only  remember  the  particular  complaints  ^vhich 
were  made  about  that  ])articular  ueriod. 

447.  [n  1904?— Yes. 

44s.  Just  prior  to  the  re-orc^anization? — Yes. 

449.  Did  the  com])laints  come  to  you  -They 
came  to  the  permanent  head  of  the  Denanment. 
but  l!!e\-  passed  tb.roULi'h  my  hands. 

450.  They  had  to  pass  throui^^h  your  hands':'  — 
Oh.  ve<,  ail  corres])ondence  passed  throimh  m\' 
hands. 

451.  Was  there  a  ^reat  number  of  C()m])lainis  at 
that   time? — Tliere    were    not    so  manv    hdters    of 
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Mr  G.N.    complaints,  perhaps  hvo  or  three;   but  that  corre- 
spondence  can  easily  be  got. 
July  27, 1906.      452.  n  is  fiiccl  In  the  ottice?— Yes,  in  the  ofhce  of 
the  Surveyor-General. 

453.  Have  you  any  complaints  now? — I  don't 
know  of  any,  l)ut  the  working  of  the  Department 
is  so  different  now  that  I  would  not  know  officially 
if  there  were  any. 

454.  Well,  now,  we  have  learnt  from  your  state- 
ment that  Mr.  Currey  formed  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  Mr.  van  Renen? — Yes. 

455.  There  was  no  personal  feeling? — Oh,  dear, 
no. 

456.  You  are  clear  on  that  point? — Yes. 

457.  It  was  entirely  a  matter  of  his  efficiency?— 
I  am  judging  from  conversations  I  had  with  Mr. 
Currey.  Of  course,  Mr.  Currey  did  not  communi- 
cate all  his  views  to  me,  but  from  certain  conversa- 
tions he  had  Avith  me  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Currey  Mr.  van  Renen  had 
not  enough  push  to  carry  out  the  changes.  There 
was  a  certain  amount  of  opposition  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  staff  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  and  Mr.  van  Renen  was  somewhat  im- 
pressed by  that  and  Avas  reluctant,  upon  Avhich,  I 
gathered,  Mr.  Currey  formed  an  unfa\"ourable 
opinion  of  Mr.  van  Renen's  capal)ilities  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  proposed  changes.  While  the  negotia- 
tions were  going  on  I  rc^member  Mr.  Currt^v  saying 
that  he  was  afraid  Mr.  \^an  Renen  would  ])e  iin- 
Aviiling  to  com])ly  Avith  the  ])rop()sals  and  Avould 
sticlv  at  them. 

458.  You  Avert;  present  at  interviews  at  wliich  Hie 
proposed  cnanues  were  discussed? — I  was  ])resent 
at,  al  least,  Hhxh^  or  four. 

451).  Now,  (tid  \'()U  iioiice  nnv  hias  o^i    T\Ir.    Cur- 


rey'^> 

part  a<^ainst  T\lr.  A^an  Renen  ]^ri 

-r  to  those  in- 

ter\'i< 

^ws? — No. 
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'   int(M'vi'n\'s? — 1   Ciuld  not  si'w 
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])()intril   Old.  Mr.  Currey  only 

spoke    to    nit> 

some 

times  abord  these  matters. 
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4()1.  You  don't  know    what    views    Mr.    Ciirrev     'i.'; /'■  ^'• 
gave  to  the  Minister  in  reference  to  llu>  ])ro])osed     ^'''^^''^^■ 
<}hani,^es  f— No,  but  he  told  me    that    he    liad    the -''^'y -'"■  i^oe. 
Minister's  sanction  for  formulating  the  sch(mie  of 
proposed   chani^es   which    involve(t   the   (U'centrali- 
zation  of  the  work  in  connection  with   land  mat- 
ters. 

4(j2.  Then  he  told  you  that  he  did  not  ihink  Mr. 
van  RcMien  was  capable  to  carry  tliem  ihroULdi  f — 
No;  but  iiefore  Ml',  van  lienen  uave  liis  opinion  as 
to  wheliier  he  would  be  ])repared  to  carry  them 
throuLfh  or  not,  Mr.  Cui'rey  said  he  was  ^ifraid  Mr. 
van  Kejicn  would  sticlv,  and  would  he  unwillinii 
to  talvc  over  the  whole  chanue  as  proiJosecL  and  1 
gathered  a  s(jmewhat  similar  impression  from  Mr. 
van  Rc^nen. 

■iO;].  Mr.  OlivprA  TlvdX  he  would  object  ^  —  \oJ)ut 
that  he  did  not  feel  lie  would  be  in  ;i  {position  un- 
der tlie  circumstanci^s  then  existiiiii  to  carry  out 
such  a  radical  change — that  was  the  impression 
Mr.  \an  Reiieii  u'avi'  me  in  ordinai'X'  conversation, 
althouLiii  he  did  not  ])erliaps  say  so  in  <o  many 
words. 

4()4.  .1//*.  Molt(nio.\  At  this  time,  you  say.  ("jiptain 
Juri>cli  was  away,  and  Mr.  \an  Renc^n  was  fictinu 
for  \]\m '.  -Ves,  when  these  ne^ot  i^i tion<  tooix  ])l;u'e. 

4(55.  Was  it  tlial  Mr.  van  Renen  did  not  f(Hd 
justihe;!  lo  incur  the  responsibility  in  tlie  ;ibsence 
of  his  Chief? — r  have  no  kiiowdedii'e  of  -iicli  a  point 
ha\'inu  been  raised;  the  chief  point  seemed  to  me 
to  lie  kick  of  accomino{kition.  and  1  -.nn  no!  aware 
wdiai  other  reasons  Mr.  van  I^enen  Inid  for  oppos- 
inii  tk.e  s(4ieme. 

4()().  As  a  matter  of  ffict,  the  oHice  i-  viu'y 
ci'am])ed  f   -Oh.  yes. 

4()7.  It  is  an  old  buil{kin!i  and  the  olhcM^  is  xcry 
inconvenient  f— It  is  that. 

4r)^.  1  sup])os(^  those  otllcc^s  there  C( '!'i'e-pond 
ver\-  much  with  lln^  Deeds  Reiiistry  Office  ^-- Oil, 
yes. 

4()9.  You  know  that  the  \)vv(\>  Reui<ir\-  Sui'- 
ve\-or's    otlice    is    so    unhealthx'  that   !h(~  olVicer  re- 
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Mr. G.N.    signed  from   the   service   of   the   Government?— I 
Wimams.    ^^^^^  J  ^^^^^  g^ 

July  27, 1906.  47Q  j^^^  although  they  made  him  very  sub- 
stantial offers,  he  was  obliged,  on  account  of  his 
health  suffering  in  that  office,  to  refuse  those  offers? 
— I  have  heard  of  it. 

47 r.  Mr.  Malan.]  You  say  that  the  main  objec- 
tion of  Mr.  van  Renen  was  lack  of  accommodation  ? 
—As  fas  as  I  know. 

472.  Were  there  any  other  reasons  which  he  used 
against  the  re-organization  which  occur  to  you? — 
Well,  Mr.  van  Eenen  also  remarked  that  some  of 
the  old  members  of  his  staff  did  not  seem  in  favour 
of  the  proposed  changes. 

473.  I  mean  as  regards  his  own  opinion? — As  far 
as  I  could  judge,  Mr.  van  Renen  appeared  to  me 
to  be  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  an  advantage  to 
adopt  the  change — and  I  may  say  it  would  have 
been  an  advantage  from  his  own  point  of  view,  be- 
cause it  would  have  given  him  increased  respon- 
sibilty  and  additional  powers — but  he  seemed  to 
be  loath  to  incur  that  responsibility  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  accommodation  and  the  opposition  of  cer- 
tain meml)ers  of  his  staff. 

474.  And  his  Chief  being  away?^I  did  not  hear 
that  introduced,  as  far  as  I  remember,  but  it  may 
have  been. 

475.  He  did  not  raise  any  objection  on  principle 
against  the  change? — Not  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

476.  Mr.  Jagr/er.]  I  gather  from  those  letters, 
which  you  have  read,  that  Mr.  Currey  gave  Mr. 
van  Renen  full  opportunity  to  carry  out  these  mat- 
ters, and  gave  him  full  powers  to  carry  out  the 
proposed  change?— That  is  not  incorporated  in  the 
letters  I  have  read.  The  letters  refer  to  the  final 
scheme,  which  was  adopted  after  the  more  com- 
prehensive one  had  fallen  through,  owing  to  Mr. 
van  Renen's  r(^luctance  to  adopt  it. 

477.  '/hen,  had  he  been  willing  to  push  through 
the  whole  re-organizafion  scheme,  he  would  h;ive 
got  adequate  powers  to  do  so? — The    idea   was   to 
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transftT  tlu'  whole  (if  llie  \v(3rk  in  connection  with     -Mr.  g.  x. 
hind  matters  to  the  oilice  of  the  Surveyor-General     ^^^'1'"^^- 
in  1904,  so  as  to  ])lace  it  in  the  same  position  lliat  .'ui;,  27.  lyot; 
it  tinds  ilx'lt  in  to-day. 

478.  (lunrnnin.]  J)o  you  know  of  any  correspon- 
dence that  went  on  in  the  office  in  rei^ard  to  the 
changes  which,  were  proposed  in  that  office? — A 
certain  amount  of  correspondence^  did  take  place 
al)out  the  retirement  of  Air.  Home,  Air.  Maclear, 
and  others,  who  had  reached  the  a^zc  limit. 

479.  A\'hat  was  the  nature  of  the  recommenda- 
tion from  your  office  to  Mr.  van  Renen  f — 1  fort^et 
at  th(^  monu'Tit  how  the  matter  arose,  l)ut  I  think 
it  was  initiated  on  a  resolution  (jf  the  Legislative 
Council.  The  Government  had  resolved  to  take 
ste})s  to  retire  all  olTicers  who  had  reached  the  re- 
tiriim  aue,  and  returns  were  called  for  throtiizhout 
the  Ministerial  Department.  After  that  informa- 
tion cnnie  t«' li.-nid.  insti'iici  ions  were  oivcn  to  I'ctii-e 
all  officers  who  had  reached  the  aize  limit,  and 
amoniist  them  were  Mr.  Hoi'ne.  Mr.  Maclear.  and 
Air.  Brink,  the  Chief  Hrauuhtsman. 

4S0.  .]//'.  Midffito.  And  Ca})laiii  Juri-ch  ?^T  do 
not  reniemhiM"  his  name. 

4-^1.  ('li(i)nii(iii.]  Was  this  sent  to  Mr.  van  Renen 
as  an  instruction  to  l)e  cari-itnl  out  f--I  am  speak- 
iuLT  purely  from  memory,  and  1  have  not  seen  the 
])a])ers  for  ;),  couple  of  years.  As  fai'  as  I  rc^member, 
he  was  told  that  steps  had  to  he  taken  in  that 
direction,  and  he  re])lied  that  Mi'.  Brink's  services 
would  have  to  he  retained,  Mr.  thtrne  rt^irinij^ 
sliorlly  afterwards;  Mr.  Maclear  was  also  kept  on, 
in  orcier  to  train  Mr.  Matthews  in  that  particular 
woi'k  of  preparinii  titles  unch'r  the  Land  Beacons 
Act  of  1^79.  I  think,  Mr.  Maclear  was  n^ained  for 
\'2  months. 

482.  And  that  was  done  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
van  Eenen  ?--Iie  wrote  that  it  was  necessary  that 
someone  should  ])e  trained,  as  no  one  in  the  office 
was  (pialiticd  ?il  ihc  time  to  do  the  work,  which 
was  of  an  iiitricatt-  character. 


72  MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE   TAKEN   BEFORE  THE   .SELECT 

Friday,  3rd  August    1906. 


PEESEXT : 
Mr.  Oats  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Maasclorp. 


Mr.  .Taggei'. 
Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Moltono. 

Mr.  Henry  vdu  Beiien,  examined 


XT     ^^  483.   CJidirniati.]    I    will  read  to   vou   a   memo- 

randum  dated  July  the  l/th  last,  ])y  the  Secretary 
Auu-.  .5,  T.tob.  £q^.  .Voi'ienlture,  relati\a^  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
A.  H.  Cornish-Eowden  as  .\ctinoSurveyor-Oeneral. 
[See  xVppendix].  Have  yon  any  remarks  to  make 
about  it  ? — It  is  rather  hard  for  me,  not  liavino' 
seen  this  before,  to  make  any  statement.  It  has 
been  sprung  upon  me,  so  to  speak,  and  I  have  not 
had  any  time  to  consider  it.  There  are,  liowever. 
some  things  stated  there,  that  are  utterly  untrue. 
This  paragrapli  for  instance  : — 

"Mr.  van  lien  en,  on  calmer  consideration,  had 
evidently  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
had  made  a  mistake  in  tendering  his 
resignation,  and  npproached  me  with  an  (id 
/ufsrr/cord/(rn/  plea  as  to  the  position  in 
which  he  now  found  liimself .  lie  pointed 
out  in  the  first  place  that,  owing  to  the  seven 
years  that  lie  had  spent  in  the  (iovx-rnment 
Service  he  had  completely  sacrificed  his 
private  practiccN  and  in  the  secoiid  place 
that,  for  th(^  same  reason,  certain  farming 
properties  which  lie  owned,  had  lieen  allowed 
to  be  und(;v(doped.  raid  that  if  he  were  to 
leave  the  Seiwicc^  immediately  he  would  find 
himself  in  sc^rious  financial  straits.  He 
further  inforiiKul  me  that  lie  was  not  in  very 
good  Ilea  1th,  and  that  owing  to  all  this  worry 
;d)Out  the  a])])()intment  he  was  suifering 
from  nervous  prostration." 
That  is  absolutely  untrue  ;  there  is  no  truth  in 
that  statement  whadever. 
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IS4.  Is  the   wiiolo  of   it    uiiti-uc? — Tlic     whoh' ;        ^^ 

,,  1  .  .  ^  T  ,  T ,  H .  van  Ileiien, 

iroin  heLTiiininij^  to  cud.      I  was  as   well  as  any  man 

could  be  :   I  was  uover,  in  I'act.  in  l)('ttci'  liofilth    in  '^"'--  '^-  i^*^*'- 

my  life.      I  never   discussed   my   farminu'  pursuits 

oi"  anytliinu'  else  with  Mr.  Fuller  at  that   interview 

I  had  ^vilh  him. 

{(^r-).  Mr.  'I(t(i<jrr.  AVhat  did  you  discuss  ? — Mr. 
Fullei'  sent  for  me  after  my  intei'view  with  Dr. 
Jameson,  and  he  said  that  Dr.  Jameson  had  been 
very  much  impressed  with  what  1  liad  told  him. and 
that  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  Ministry  had  any- 
thin.ii"  auainst  me  :  their  oidy  objection  was  my  aij^e. 
lie  said  he  had  been  told  by  Viv.  C'urrey  that  I 
Avas  \)^,  and  that  in  a  cou])le  of  years'  time,  accoi'd- 
\\\\l  to  the  reiiulations.  I  should  have  to  leave  the 
Service  and  retire.  1  then  explained  to  liim  that  I 
was  not  jS.  I  was  only  52.  I'hen  he  said,  •"that 
tdters  things,  but  you  liave  tied  my  hands,  as  you 
have  seiit  in  your  resiuiiation.  and  unless  you 
withdraw  that  we-  can  do  nothing'  foi-  you."  Those 
wc^re  liis  veiy  words,  and  no  otlier  couA'ersation 
over  took  p]ac(>  at  that  interview. 

IS().  Was  nothing'  said  about  youi'  havinu  sacri- 
iiced  yoni- ])i'ivate  pi'actice  ? — Xot  a  word.  '  never 
discusx'd  my  alfaii's  with  him  at  all. 

IS7.  And  nothini:'  was  said  about  youi'  fai-min^' 
pursuit-  ? — No. 

■18S.  Have  you  an\'  farms  y--Ves.  I'he  only  time 
when  my  farm  pi'operties  were  discussed  was  when 
J  asked  for  addit  ional  leave.  1  ^ot  >i\  week's  Icmvc 
and  then  1  asked  for  an  additional  \\  inonths 
Avitlujut  pay. 

1(S;).  Mf.  Mdliiii.  That  was  after  you  iiad  been 
supei-s(  (led.  was  it  not?  Ves.  I  )(U'('iiroe!'  'idih  I 
think  it  was.  It  was  thetinie  I  ha(l-;ix  weeks  Ioav(\ 
and  1  asked  foi-  \l  mont  lis  lonuci'.  widen  was  I'c- 
fused  by  Sir  Lewis  Miclud. 

1110.  .\fter  ]\Ii-.  iMdler  had  hft  for  la;  i-*»{)e.  when 
Sii'  Lewis  Michel  was  actinu'.  you  asl<ed  for  an 
extension  of  leave:  it  was  then  that  t  he  ((Uesl  ion 
of   farm   properties    was  I'aised  ? — Ves.  I  explained 
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^^  to  Sir  Lewis  Micliel  or  the  Under  Secretary  at  the 
.van  emu.  ^^^^  that  I  shoulcl  like  to  go  and  look  after  my 
Aug.  3,  H)06.  farms,  as  during  the  war  I  had  lost  everything.  I 
wanted  to  see  what  had  been  done,  and  that  was 
why  I  wanted  extra  leave.  Sick  leave  had  been 
olfercd  me,  as  I  explained  to  the  Select  Committee 
last  year. 

491.  Chaii-inan.]  Is  there  no  way  to  harmonize 
your  evidence  with  Mr.  Fuller's.  Mr.  Fuller  says 
that  he  consented  to  the  cancellation  of  your  letter 
of  resignation,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation which  was  to  be  made  to  Parliament 
that  you  should  be  treated  specially,  Mr.  Tooke 
having  said  that  there  were  precedents  for  it  ?— 
That  is  what  he  states. 

492.  Did  he  state  when  your  resignation  was 
cancelled,  that  you  would  be  made  Acting  Sur- 
veyor-(xcneral  ? — No  ;  he  did  not  state  that,  but  I 
inferred  from  his  statement  to  me  that  my  age 
was  the  only  obstacle  to  my  being  appointed ; 
that  was  the  only  obstacle  to  my  appointment. 

493.  He  stated  bore  that  he  was  under  a  wrong 
impression  about  your  ago,  but  that  was  not  the 
only  thing  in  his  mind.  If  possible,  we  want  to 
attribute  to  everyone  concerned  the  best  possible 
motives.  Mr.  Fuller  says  he  distinctly  agreed  to 
Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  being  the  best  man  for 
Acting  Surveyor- General,  and  it  was  on  account  of 
that  that  he  sent  him  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
when  cancelling  your  resignation,  lie  had  no  idea 
at  all  of  doing  away  with  his  plans  for  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Bowden.  Is  it  not  possible 
that  there  may  have  been  a  misunderstanding  in 
that  respect,  and  that  the  inference  you  drew 
from  what  lie  said  Avas  a  wrong  inference 
under  the  circumstances.  He  recognized  tliat 
you  were  treated  somewhat  roughly,  but  he 
felt  in  the  interests  of  the  Service  and  from  the 
evidence  brought  to  his  notice  that  a  change  of 
this  kind  was  needful,  and  there  sc^ems  to  me 
hinaes  the  whole  issue.     You  inferred  as  far  as  I 
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can  ,u:ath('!'.  th;it  when  your  resignation  wms  can- 
celled, from  his  mainiei-  and  vvoi'ds  to  you.  tliat 
Mr.  Fullei-'s  intention  was  tliat  you  should  l)e  •^" 
made  Acting  Surveyor-(  Jeneral.  Mi-.  I-'uller  sfiys 
in  effect  that  il"  you  liad  such  impression,  or  if  you 
drew  stich  inference,  you  weiv  wronif.  AVliat  lie 
intended  to  do  was  oidy  to  re-instnte  you  so  to 
speak,  so  tiiat  tlie  (Jovernment  mi.ulu  treat  you 
as  fair]}"  and  liberally  as  they  cotthl.  There  the 
split  collies  in  ? — That  was  not  the  inference  that 
1  drew.  As  soon  as  1  made  th(>  statement  find 
said  1  w;is  ?mreeahle  to  withdraAv  my  re>iunation, 
Mr.  I'Tiller  on  the  spur  ol'  the  moment  sent  for 
Mr.  Tooke,  and  in  his  presence  told  him  '•  ^\]•.  van 
llenen  has  witlidrawn  his  resiumition — cancel  it." 

494.  That  evidence  is  clear,  hut  you  inferred 
from  that  that  vhen  your  resiLniation  was  with- 
drawn, tliinijs  would  liMve  uone  ])aclv  to  their 
oriiiinal  course,  and  that  you  would  he  .ActiiiLT 
Surveyor-(  ienei'al.  .Now.  tlie  evidence  of  Mr. 
Fuller  WHS.  tlnit  he  never  intended  that.  AVliat  I 
^vant  to  come  to  is  this,  was  it  not  possible  for  you 
to  have  inferred  wronirly  what  wms  the  intention 
of  Ml'.  I'uller  wlien  your  resignation  w;is  caiicelh'd? 
— That  is  (juite  ])Ossil)le.  but  I  defy  anyone  in  the 
world  to  ]')rove  that  thei'e  wa>  any  sinirle  l(\Lritimate 
instance  of  maladministration  on  my  ])art  or  of 
any  irre<iularity  in  tlie  ollice  durin^f  my  lime. 

49.").  Willi  reiia rd  to  what  transjjired  in  the  ollice, 
your  evidence  is  this,  you  bad  an  impression,  and 
you  inferr'.'d  from  wbat  Mr.  fuller  said,  that  when 
your  I'esiunat  ion  was  cancelled,  thereupon  your 
si(//(/s  (juo  diitf  wotild  be  restored,  and  you  would 
have  been  .\cl  inii  Surveyor-deneral  ?  -Asa  matler 
of  fact.  I  wa>  ActiuL'' SuT've\(n'-(Ienei-al  till  Decem- 
ber 19th. 

49().  M r.  Mdlnn.  1  would  like  to  ])m  oiKMiuestion, 
and  it  is  this  :  at  this  interview  wilb  Mr.  Fuller, 
was  it  arranired  that  you  should  lio  on  lea\'e  ? — -No  : 
not  at  thai  interview,  not  at  all. 

497.   Are  you  (piite  clear  ab(»ut  lliat  ? — Ves,  (]uit(\ 
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Mr.  498.  Mr.  Fuller  says  that  after  he  had  consented 

.enen.  ^^  ^-j^^  Cancellation  of  your  resignation  on  the 
Aug.  ;i,.  1906.  understanding  that  you  would  ask  for  leave  for 
six  months,  you,  in  a  fit  of  pique,  on  reconsidering 
your  position,  came  back  to  your  office,  and  decided 
not  to  fjsk  for  leave,  ])ut  to  await  developments. 
You  say  that  is  not  the  fact  ? — No.  1  applied 
for  lea  AX'  in  consequence  of  what  took  place  a  f'ter 
my  meeting  Avith  Mr.  Fuller.  I  think  our  meeting 
Avas  on  the  26th  of  NoAX^mber  ;  then  sick  leaAX 
Avas  proposed  to  me,  and  Mr.  Fuller  came  to  me 
and  told  me  he  was  sorry  I  could  not  lielp  him. 

499.  Y\"as  this  suggestion  about  sick  leaAX  made 
subsequent  to  your  withdrawing  your  resignation, 
or  at  the  time  ? — Su])sequently. 

500.  Are  you  quite  clear  about  that  ? — l"es.  1 
Avas  sent  specially  for  on  the  day  afterwards,  the 
25th,  ]jy  Mr.  Tooke.  and  he  then  made  this  pro- 
position to  me. 

501.  Mr.  Fuller  did  not  make  it  to  you  ? — No  ; 
Mr.  Tooke  said  the  (lovernment  had  consulted  the 
Auditor-Cleneral  and  that  tlie  only  Avay  they  could 
help  me  Avas  by  my  taking  sick  leaAX,  and  I  A^ery 
indignantly  asked  him  how  he  could  proposes  such 
a  thing  to  me,  as  I  ncAX^r  felt  better  in  my  life,  lie 
wanted  me  to  consult  a  doctor  and  perjure  myself. 

502.  You  say  it  Avas  at  the  interA^cAv  Avith  Mr. 
Fuller  lie  informed  you  that  the  (Jovernment  liad 
nothing  against  you  e.ATcept  youi*  age  ? — Yes.  those 
Avere  his  A'^ery  Avords. 

508.  AtuI  wlien  he  found  your  age  Avas  52  instead 
of  58.  did  lie  imply  that  that  made  all  the  diif- 
erence  ? — Yes,  he  said  so. 

504.  So  you  Avei-e  under  the  impression  a.t  that 
time  that  there  was  some  misundei'staiiding.  ihat 
your  rcial  age  iiad  been  misrepresented  to  the 
Ministry  ? — Yes. 

505.  ChdiniKti).]  Mr.  Fuller  says:  •"lie  so  im- 
presscHl  me  Avith  tlu^  seriousness  of  liis  position 
tliat  J  told  him  that,  out  of  considei'ation  ior  him, 
I  wouhl  allow  him  to  withdraAV  his  resignation  on 
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llie    uiKlcrst.'iiidiiiu-    that    he    would  a])])lv    for  six        ^'r- 

IS   Sick   l('fi\i'  and  would  retire  at  the  end  oi 
this    period."'       He    also    s;iys   "I    had    previously  ^^"-    '^^*^6- 
consulted  ^Ir.  Tooke  and   had   been    iTil'orined   by 
him    that   tliere    wei-e   ])re('edeuts   in   the   service." 
AVhat  do  you  say  to  that? — There   is  Jiol  a  })article 
of  truth  ill  the  >;tatenient  of  Mr.  f'uller's. 

.")(>().  M/\  M(ihtii.\  What  was  the  object  of  your 
interview  with  Dr.  Jameson  ? — 1  met  Dr.  Jameson 
castialiy  in  a  railway  cari'iage.  travel liiiu'  from 
(\ipe  Town  to  liondebosch.  I  casually  uot  into  the 
same  ( aiiiaiic'  with  him.  and  as  I  had  known 
Dr.  Jameson  in  c^arlier  days.  I  ventured  to  s})eak 
to  him  about  tlie  matter,  and  I  asked  him  whether 
he  had  heard  aboitt  it.  and  he  said  ••  ^'o.  he  had 
not  heard  a  word. '" 

7)i>7 .  Did  he  cleai'ly  understand  that  what  you 
waiUed  to  talk  to  him  aboitt  was  tlie  mattei-  of 
your  supei'ses^ion  ? — Yes.  I  ex])lained  the  matter 
to  him. 

7)('>'^.  AVas  il  not  merely  a  })lea  I'or  consideration  ? 
■ — ^'o.  Ill  )T  at  all. 

.li'l).  \Vas  it  not  a  plea,  that  as  yoii  liad  been 
se-veii  \v:\v>  in  the  ;-ei'vice.  you  wei'e  •'ill  it  led  to  a 
pen>ion  ?  Xo.  1  did  not  ihijik'  of  the  ])ensioii.  but 
of  the  way  in  which  (  had  been  treati-d  :  that 
wa--  what  annoyed  me.  The  pension  wa>  no  con- 
sidei-atioii  to  me  whatevei'. 

.")lit.  So  that  the  ])ur])orI  of  your  intei'view  with 
])r.  Jam*  son  was  in  r(  irard  to  y(nii'  siipei'-ession  y 
—  ^'e^  :    t!if  WAX  in  wliicii   I  had  been  ti'cated. 

T)!].  (  ini il■||lall.^^  is  there  any  other  ])()int  yon 
want  C!)n>ider(Ml  V — Taking' the  thin'.:  a-  a  whole,  it 
seems  \n  me  that  Mi'.  !';i!!(M'  \vant>  to  j)i'('\-(  that  I 
wa^  n<ii  (•(  MDjU'tent  and  not  cl'ii./icn  i  riioim'ii.  but 
(bii-in!.i  :i  1 !  ih('ii)i)r  I  wiis  thei-e.  there  \\\-v('  only 
two  a.ciiia!  comjilainls  tiiai  c,'in;e  i  n  a  i  )oni  delays 
in  ameiuird  title.-.  (Mily  i  wo.  and  1  haxc  lium  iuTo. 
j)e]ays  ci'  iwo  or  tlnet  weiks.  i  may  -ay.  ai'c  iioih- 
inu  in  conriiM>n  with  amended  tithes.  Th(\L'reaie>t 
care  and  lantiini  have  to  be  exerci-'ed  in    ]»re})ai  inii' 
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-»!••  these  titles,  as  tlieA'  are  not  like  orclinarv  titles. 
"•'^"^'"^^'"- The  provisions  of  Aet  No.  9  of  1879,  have  to  be 
Aug.  3.  lyoG.  rigid]  Y  complied  Avitli.  and  the  Surveyor- General 
has  to  carry  out  these  things  personally  :  he  is 
persona bly  responsible  for  everythinii'  that  takes 
place,  and  the  (xovernnient  is  liable  to  be  sued  if 
any  mistake  takes  place.  The  Surveyor- General 
has  to  be  very  careful,  and  no  amended  title  ever 
goes  through  under  three  months.  We  have  to 
give  two  months  notice  in  the  Governineni  Gazette 
when  the  Surveyor-General  intends  to  issue  an 
amended  title,  and  previous  to  that,  all  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  have  to  be  complied  with.  The 
adjoining  owners  have  to  give  their  consent  to  the 
beacons,  and  all  the  transfers  have  to  be  in  order. 
The  surveyor  has  to  give  certain  certificates,  and  if 
these  are  not  all  in  order  we  cannot  go  on  with  the 
case.  In  that  way  delays  take  place,  and  in  the 
two  special  cases  I  refer  to  I  can  prove  that  no 
delays  whatever  took  place  worth  speaking  of.  I 
have  the  reports  here,  and  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
them.  I  may  say  that  I  asked  for  more  help,  and 
that  help  was  never  given  me.  I  was  placed  in  the 
most  difficult  circumstances  when  I  took  over.  On 
the  30th  of  September,  1904,  I  reported  on  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Yersfeld,  dated  the  16th  of  the  same 
month,  as  follows  : 

'•  The  delay  complained  of  in  the  above  case, 
I  find  on  inquiry,  was  caused  chiefly  by  the 
diagram  having  been  returned  ])y  the 
examiner  for  correction,  and  the  difficulty 
in  finding  the  address  of  the  surveyor  who 
had  framed  it,  that  gentleman  having  i)ro- 
ceeded  to  the  Transvaal  without  intimating 
the  fact  to  me.  In  addition  to  this,  an  un- 
precedented number  of  applications  for 
amended  r(\gistry  under  Act  9  of  1(S79  have 
latterly  been  made,  causing  a  great  i)ressure 
o['  work  in  this  respect  ;  and  as  each  appli- 
cation has  to  1)0  taken  on  its  merits  and  in 
order  of  rotation,  it  follows  that  in  iViw  case 
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wIkto  thi'OUirli  crroiu'ous  diaLirains  oi-  iioii-  •'*i>" 
coiupliancc  with  \\\v  iv([uii-('in('itts  o!  the 
Acton  tlic  i)art  of  tlio  a})[)li('anl-  oi'  1 1  km  r  ^^  "-■•<'  i906. 
au'cnts  the  a])|)licatioii  cannot  be  ])i'()('('('(l('(l 
witli.  the  said  a])])lication  niu^t  I'diiain  in 
ahcvancc  until  subsc(|iicnt  onc.^  \\}\\'v  been 
dealt  with.  This  ]i;is  l)een  tlie  ease  in  tiie 
niattei'  of  "  I)e  J)ril,'"  tlie  subject  of  ^vlr. 
Yersfeld's  h'tter.  Of  course,  tlierc  are  otiier 
causes  of  dehiy  frequentl}'  coni])lained  of. 
such  as  the  length  of  the  Notice  ('io  (biys). 
the  time  taken  in  sul)niittinLf  tlie  arneiKhHl 
titk'  and  transfer  to  the  Jleuistrar  of  Deeds. 
o))taininf,'-  the  requisite  signatures  to  tlie 
title  :  hut  these  measures  are  required  by 
law,  and  are  unavoidable.  T  have  no 
hesitation  in  statinu',  however,  that  as  a  rule 
when  a  case  is  found  to  be  complete  as  little 
delay  as  possible  takes  place  in  this  Depart- 
ment in  issuing-  amended  titles  :  and,  con- 
sidering the  small  stafif  at  my  command  to 
carry  out  the  vast  and  vai-ious  duties  that 
fall  Avithin  its  scope,  the  marvel  is  that 
complaints  are  not  lotider  and  more 
frequent." 
That  was  my  i-eport  on  the  30th  of  September. 

512.  Mr.  Jdiiii'T.  As  a  matter  of  i'act.  who  is  in 
char£{e  of  this  particular  branch  of  the  work? — At 
that  time  Mr.  5laclear  was. 

51.'>.  AVei-e  there  not  urave  complaints  as  to  the 
irre^^ularities  in  the  oJlice  ? — Xone  whatever.  1 
cannot  understand  how  the-  idea  uot  about.  'My. 
Macleai-  Nvas  an  officer  who  had  been  in  the  depart- 
ment foi'  A'^)  years,  and  during-  that  tiiiu"  all  his 
leave  put  tou^ether  did  not  exceed  more  than  ab(Uit 
a  year.  All  the  amended  titles  di-awn  u])  in  that 
office  foi"  the  last  20  years  oi-  more  weiH'  drawn  up 
))y  ]\Ir.  Maclear  ;  he  was  exceUent  at  ihr  work. 

514.  11'  he  had  been  in  tlie  ollice  I'oi'  15  years 
would  he  not  u:et  ratlu^r  antiqualtul  and  uo  on  old 
methods? — -No:   he  had  been   trained  tothewoi-k 
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Mr.       i3y  previous  Surveyors-General,  men  like  Mr.  Mar- 

■^*"  '  ^"' quard,   Mr.   Melville,   and   others;    lie   received  a 

Au^.  H.  n"6.  perfect  training,  and  there  was  no  other  officer  in 

the  department  wiio  knew  how  to  do  the  amended 

title  work. 

515.  Was  he  always  equal  to  his  work  ;  were 
there  no  complaints  about  his  insobriety  ? — Not 
during  my  time,  lie  was  slightly  deaf,  and  people 
used  to  come  in  and  worry  him,  especially  lawyers. 
They  would  come  at  all  time  and  worry  him  about 
cases,  and  very  often  he  got  annoyed,  but  I  had 
great  influence  over  him  ever  since  I  was  there. 
He  was  very  steady  indeed.  I  heard  when  I  was 
there  that  he  was  a  man  addicted  to  drink,  but  never 
in  my  time  did  he  break  out.  The  unfortunate 
circumstance  in  connection  with  amended  titles 
was,  he  was  the  only  one  who  could  do  that  Avork 
in  the  office  ;  there  was  no  second  man  who  could 
do  it. 

516  Ilow  did  you  manage  after  he  died  ? — He 
partially  trained  a  new  man.  The  man  there  now 
is  capable,  and  he  was  in  charge  of  all  the 
Eechuanaland  Avork  :  he  Avas  the  only  man  next 
to  Mr.  Maclear  Avho  could  do  the  work. 

517.  (^ould  not  he  liaA^e  done  it  at  that  time  ? — 
He  had  otiicr  work  which  he  could  not  leave  for  a 
moment.  His  Avholc  time  was  taken  up  Avith  the 
Eecbuanaland  work. 

518.  Yon  mfiintain  that  Mr.  Maclear  Avas  quite 
equal  to  liis  Avork  the  Avhole  time  you  were  in  the 
office  ? — Yes  :  he  was  ([uite  equal  to  it. 

519.  There  Avas  no  neglect  on  his  part? — No.  I  con- 
sidei-ed  him  a  A^ery  capabk'  man  at  his  sj^ecial 
Avork  :  the  i'act  of  his  not  having  taken  more  than 
a  yc^ai-'s  leaA^e  in  15  years  shows  that  lic^  was  a  man 
Aviio  stuclv  to  bis  Avoi  Iv  and  could  not  ])o  missed. 

52('.  We  liaA'e  liad  it  brought  to  oui-  notice  that 
yon  very  oi'ten  cclebj-ate  l)irtlidays  in  your  oftice  ? 
— Old  Ycai's  i)a.y.  and  so  on  ;  that  was  the  custom 
of  the  otlice  when  1  Avent  th(>re  ;  1  did  not  allow  it. 


(OMM  rrri;K   (>.\    im/miln    oi    ii.   \  an    i;i;ni;.\.  si 

,121.  Did  voii  stoi)  it  ? — I  (lid  not  couiitcTiancc  it.        -'^^'■• 
1  did  not  thmk    it    was  nice,    hut   it   has   ht'cii    the 
custom  in  till'  ollicc  from  time  immemorial.  Aug.  :<.  I'.'nc. 

52?.  AVere  they  iiot  ij^enerally  rather  a  convivial 
lot  in  the  olllce  ? — No.  not  that  I  know  of. 

i)2',].  Mr.  Mdlaii.  You  said  New  VeaT-"s  Day  ; 
A\  ere  there  any.  other  convivial  meetinu^s?  Tlui 
chief's  birtiiday  ;  anythinsi:  like  tliat.  lie  would 
send  for  a  few  bottles  of  ^vine  or  something  and 
some  biscuits,  and  his  lieahh  was  drunk.  1liat 
only  ha})])(Mied  two  or  three  times  a  year,  but*  I 
never  countenanced  it.  it  was  a  custom  in  the 
office  when  !  went  thei-e.  It  was  not  my  ])hu'e  to 
sto})  it.  !  was  only  a  loctnn  fcnnis  for  ('apt. 
Jurisch.  and  it  was  not  for  me  to  initiate  new 
customs  and  ])ut  a  stop  to  the  thitig  suddenly. 

S.l\.  M f.  .I(uj(jfi\  ,  !t  was  not  conducive  to  dis- 
cii)line.  was  it  ? — No.  1  did  not  like  it,  nor  did  I 
countenance  it  in  any  way.  1  set  my  face  against 
it  i'rom  iirst  to  last,  but  it  is  very  diflLcult  to  sto]) 
old  customs  like  that  anions'  old  oi'licei's. 

Sl~).  Is  it  still  the  custoin  ? — No.  not  now.  I 
think'.  They  have  Jiad  meetings,  but  I  nevcM* 
attended  them. 

r)2().  All  that  sort  of  thiuL;  has  now  been  ])ut  a 
stop  to? — I  do  not  kiio\\'  tliat  it  has.  !  lU'Ver 
attemh'd  the  uieelinLis  ^ince  my  su})ersessi(>ii. 

Sil .  Mi\  Molh'iio.  You  say  you  ne\'er  connle- 
nanced  it.  and  iicvei- attended  liie  meetings? — No. 
1  did  noi  like  it.  although  I  attended  some  of  the 
me(tin,a>. 

r)2S.  Ml-.  .Jii(i(iri\"\  You  ne\('i'  went  to  one  of 
these  meet  iuLis  ?^ — Oil.  yes.  I  hav(  been  to  one  oi- 
two. 

529.  M>'.  Mollf  no.]  Dnrini.;  rdl  the  time  you  were 
act  inu'  w  (^re    \du    e\cr   coinm  iinicalcd    with  h\'the 
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Minister  i'(  i:;!  rdin.L;  any  conipiainls  in  l 
Nevei'. 

5e<>.  Were  you  evt'i'  communicated  wilh  by 
either  Mi',  ('iirrey  or  Mr.  Tooke  ? — No.  There 
were  only  two  ci)m))lainls.      I  lia\"e  referred  to  one 

AS,.  !!'!'•■.- i\-:r.i   ;i  (.f  II.  v.hu  l;rn.'n  V 
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^ii-        of  thorn  ;  tlio  second  was  a  fortnight  later.    I  have 

. van  enen. -j^^^^  a  Icttcr  fi'oni  Messrs.  Fincllav   &    Tait   com- 

Aug.  3,  1906. piainint];  about  delay  in  the  issue  of  an   amended 

title.     I  referred  the  matter  to   Mr.   Mallear,  the 

assistant,  for  a  statement,  and  tlris  is  his  stat(mient 

to  me  : — 

"  The  statements  made  by  Messrs.  Find! ay  & 
Tait  may  l)e  characterised  as  rash,  especially 
the  one,  '  in  fact  any  matter  to  tlie  Surveyor- 
General,  we  have  to  constantly  follow  up 
our  letters  with  rcmind(^rs  and  verbal  in- 
quij'ies.'  However,  without  further  com- 
ment exce])t  that,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the 
above  gentlemen,  in  common  with  any  other 
applicants,  luiA^e  been  treated  Avith  as  much 
courtesy  and  attention  as  possible,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  the  chief  sul)ject  of  com- 
plaint, viz.,  "  Tlu'  Ali^oa  Land  Company.' 
The  documents  could  not  easily  b(^  acknow- 
led,i2:ed  at  once  on  account  of  the  scA^eral 
apx)lications  for  amended  registry  being 
dealt  Avith  prcA^ious  to  the  receipt  of  the 
aboA^c  application,  and  as — as  a  rule  all  such 
applications  are  urgent,  the  applicants  being 
anxious  to  dispose  of  their  land  and  con- 
sequent sub-diAHsion — in  justice  to  others 
preference  could  not  be  giA^en  to  Messrs. 
Findlay  &  Tait,  in  the  absence  of  any  special 
reason  furnished,  though,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  requisite  examinations,  including 
a  necessar}^  inA^estigation  in  the  Ecgistrar  of 
Deeds  Department.  Avcre  ('ommenced  prior 
to  the  acknoAvledgement  of  the  documents 
furnished.  The  requisite  notice  was  sent  to 
the  Goverimient  Printers  for  publication 
under  the  7th  section.  Act  9.  1879,  on  the 
15th  instant.  .\s  fd ready  stated  elscAvherc, 
the  unusual  num])er  of  applications  for 
amended  registry  lately  receiv^ed  liaA'e  inter- 
fered greatly — especially  where  cases  in- 
volve unusual   care,  such  as  a  large  number 
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of    sliMrcholdci's.    sjX'cial     riulits.    etc. —  willi         "*''; 
i'n])i(l  pi'()<,n'(,'ss  ill   thcAVorlv.      (iicat  cai'c  nnd     -^  "  ""' 
cai'tion  iiavotolic  (wcrcisod  in  ordci'  to  avoid -^"s:-  •'   '•'"•'■ 
llic  ]tossil)ilii  \-  (»r  iiivo] viiiL!  \hv  ( loNcniiiiciit 
in  l('L;al  j  iroccc'diniis  :    and   I  iiaxc  furllh'!'  To 
>Iat('    llial    i  1"    il    wcii^    not    t'oi'    the   ovortimo 
(■(.nstanily   and    i^i'atiiitousl y  ui  vcn    by   sonie 
oliiccr^-  of  i  his  1  )('parlin('nl  wlu'i!  t  hcrt'  is  any 
unu>ua.l    sti-ain    on    the    offlco    wiilioui     ilic 
]](>]':v   o{'  any    I'ccoLinilion.   I    IVar   ihat    thcj-o 
wci'.ld    ])v  niiu'li    nioro  dclaN'  tlian    ihat  coiii- 
jilaiiicd  of.  ('Yon  Icadiii^H  lo  serious  cnibarass- 
monl."" 
That  is  (iatcd  tho  17tli    oj'   October.    IDOi.      Tlien    1 
wrote   aiid    I'eported  to   tlio    ruder     Secretary     for 
^\i:i'iciiltiire  as  Tollows  : — 

•'Attached  is  a  statement  in  tliis  matter  ])y  }^[r. 
Maclear.  tlie  oilicer  avIio  deals  princi])ally 
witli  ameiuhHl  little  cases,  from  which  it 
will  l)e  set'ii  that  althouirh  the  stereotyped 
](  tier  of  acknowlediiiiient  was  not  sent  to 
>h  ^sr>.  Findhiy  tV:  Tait  until  lo  days  after 
the  })a})ei-s  liad  been  delivered  to  nie.  steps 
liad  ali'eady  been  taken  in  the  examination 
(>['  tile  de((ls  by  refei'ence  to  the  IJe.iiist I'ai'  of 
Deeds.  'Hie  fact  is  that  every  Attorney  in 
the  Colony  who  a])})lies  for  an  ameiidcHl  title 
iin  variably  marks  his  case  I'/'f/rj//.  and 
imaiiines  that  his  is  the  only  one'  to  lie  dealt 
with  here,  wheii'as  thei'e  are  ()cM'haps  a 
I II! nd red  others  ('(piall}'  undent.  As  1  have 
poinlcii  out  to  you  in  an  earlier'  !'('])ori  on  a 
similar  com])laint  beiiiL!' nnnh'.  il  is  only  fair 
th.al  when  there  ai'c  so  many  a)i])licat  ions, 
e;!ch  should  be  taken  in  order  of  i-otation. 
!t  would  not  be  just  to  take  I'oi-  instanci' 
^iessi's.  i'indlay  cV  I'aits  cases,  when  thei'e 
aic  ot  hers  pi-ior  in  (bite  of  application  that 
have  not  been  attended  to.  At  the  same 
time  it  mils!  b(>  stated  that  owini;  to  the 
delay  of  tho   (jovernment   in    lillini:   u})    the 
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Mr.  oap  tliMt  has  ])ccii  caused  in  the  staff  of   this 

.van  (men.  (le})a,]'tmcnt  bj  the  death  of  Capt.  Jurisch, 

Auo^.  a,  ii)06.  j^,!^  anioiint    of  work — principally  work  re- 

quirini*'  investigation  by  professional  hands 
— is  accnniulatini4-  in  this  office,  which  will 
occupy  a  very  lon^'  time  to  overtake.  For 
the  past  year  it  may  l)e  said  that  all  the 
professional  worlv  here  has  fallen  on  my 
shoulders,  and  those  of  the  scH'ond  Assistant 
Surveyor-Cleneral,  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  in  ordinary  times  there  is  more  tlian 
enough  to  do  for  tlie  Su^rveyor-deneral  and 
his  two  Assistants.  I  think  in  l)are  justice  to 
Mr.  Cornish-Bo  wden  and  myself  the  Govern- 
ment should  talce  into  early  and  serious 
considei'ation  the  absolute  necessity  of  l)rini>- 
iiiU'  tlie  staff  up  to  its  full  complement  of 
oiticers.  The  fact  must  not  be  h)st  sii>ht  of 
that  ordy  recently  a  consid(^ra])le-  increase  to 
the  work  of  this  department  has  been  made 
by  your  letter  dated  19th  Jul\'  last.  assiu'niii<4 
frc^sh  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Surveyor-General.  Hitherto  the  best  efforts 
of  my  staff  have  bcH^n  put  forth  to  cope  with 
tlic^  mass  of  work  that  falls  to  its  lot.  l)ut  I 
must  confess  that  things  have  now  come 
nioh  tlie  breakini^-  point,  and  unless  assist- 
trUice  is  soon  uTven  the  })ul)lic  will  have 
substantial  reasons  for  di satisfaction  in  tlie 
delay  that  is  boniid  to  takt^  place  in  connec- 
tion with  matt(v!'s  that  arc-  sc^nt  here  tor 
settlement." 

That  was  written  on  tlvo  i<)th  of  Ociobc]',  1901. 
ool.  Mr.  M(/(,'sn'()rj).\  1\)  whom  is  that  ?idd]'essed  ? 

— To  tlu'  I'luler  Secret  a  j-y  for  /V'^ricnlture. 

?>',V^.   Mr.    M()1h'i)o.\   lif've    yoir     in     addition    to 

wiltiny  thi^sc  lettc!-s.  nnidc  sevei'al  :!])])! ications    to 

st^e    tlie    Jiinister? — Vcs,    man}'    aj)|)licati()ns,   l)ut 

I  ne\'ei'  coniii  see  him. 
f).").').    Vou  nevc^r  saw  him  ? — \evcr    from  iirst    to 

last  (lid  1  sec  liim. 


COMMI'l  TKi;    (IN     I'l;  11  I  H  >N-   ol      |I.     \    \\     KIAIIX.  S.'> 

f),')!.   J//-.  Mdasdoi-j).      Was   mw    iiolicc   taken    of        Mr. 
this  letter  of   yours  ?—'riie  ( ioveriniient    wrote  on  "•^■""^*^"'°- 
the  1  llh  Nov..  1!)(»}.  as  j'ollows  :—  Au-.  ;i,  1906. 

••Amended  Title  in  favoui-  of  the  Ali^oa 
Land  and  Investment  Company  Limited, 
(icntlemcn: — In  re])ly  to  your  lettei-  of 
the  I'^th  ultimo,  on  the  above  subject.  1 
am  directed  to  stat(^  that  on  inquii-inn 
it  is  learul  that  your  tirm  in  common  witli 
all  othei'  a|)])licauts  lias  always  bccu  treate*] 
with  a^  much  courtesy  and  alleution  as 
l)ossil)le  by  the  Surveyoi'-(  ieneraJs  (iriice.  .\s 
i-cL;ards  lh(>  cldei'  subject  of  complaint, 
nauiely,  the  amended  iille  in  fa\'oui-  of 
tb_e  Aliioa  ]>and  and  hncstment  ('om])any. 
Limitcul.  the  (h)ctiments  could  not  easily  l)e 
acknowledu'ed  at  once  on  account  of  the 
^ex'eral  ap])licat ions  for  ameuded  rei^istry 
beiuL!(h'alt  with  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
the  above  a])])Iicat  ion.  and  preference  ct)idd 
uot  beuiveii  to  the  case  iii  ([Ueslion.  in  the 
absence  of  any  s[)ecial  reasou  fu''nishe(L 
thoUL:h  MS  a  matter-  of  fact,  the  i'e((uisite 
examinations.  includiuL;  a  necessai'y  inves- 
tiLiation  in  tlie  bcLiisti'ar  of  l)eed>  Depart- 
nieiU  wei'c  commenced.  j)rioi-  to  the  acknow- 
ledement  of  the  d()ciimeu(s  !'urni>hed.  The 
I'Cijuisite  notice  was  sent  to  tlie  (hivt^-nment 
])i'inters  foi'  publication,  under  the  7th 
section.  Act  1).  J87!).  on  the  15111  ult.  1  am 
furtlier  to  state  that  the  unusual  mimbei'ol' 
a])pl  icat  ions  for  amended  rcLii^i  ry  lately 
received  1)\'  tlie  Su  rveyor-(  ienera  1  ha^  inter- 
ferred  Lireatly.  especially  where  ca>es  involve 
unusual  cai'e.  such  a^  a  lai'Lic  nuniher  of 
shareholders,  sjtecial  iMLihl --.  Ac..  '.Niih  ra])id 
progress  in  the  woi-k.  ( i  rea  t  ca  I'e  and  ca  ill  ion 
lia-  lo  he  exei'cised  in  order  lo  a\'oid  1  he 
|)(  K>il)iliiy  of  in  volviiii^  1  he  ( loN'erninenl  in 
le^al  p]'oceedinL:>.  In  conclu--ion.  I  am  lo 
state  that    the   Secretar\     for    Amicullure.  lo 
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Mr.  wlioso    personal     notice    this     matter    was 

.van  .enen.  l)rou,olit,   is   Satisfied    that   the   delay   com- 

Aug.  3,  \m>.  plained  of   by  you   was  not   caused  by  any 

neglect   or    oversii^ht    on   the    part   of   the 

Surveyor- General's     Department.       At    the 

same  time  I  am  to  express  regret   that  the 

exigencies  of  the  Service   did  not  admit  of 

the  matter  being  sooner  dealt  with." 

535.  The   letter   of   yours  was   addressed  to  the 

Under  Secretnry  for  Agriculture? — Yes. 

i)'i^6.  AVhen  you  complained  about  l^eing  short- 
handed  in  the  office,  was  any  notice  tnkcn  ot  it  ? — 
None  whatever.  I  never  got  any  assistance  from 
first  to  last,  although  at  one  time  I  had  five  or  six 
officers  absent  at  the  same  time.  There  wa  s  a  tremen- 
dous pressure  of  work  in  the  office  in  n  ddition  to  the 
old  work.  We  had  to  deal  with  17  or  18  subjects 
in  additioTi  to  the  ordinar}^  work.  All  this  was 
placed  on  us  while  we  were  shorthanded,  and 
while  retrenchment  was  going  on  in  the  office. 

587.  Jfy.  Malan.]  Are  vou  still  in  the  office  ? — 
Yes. 

538.  And  you  were  in  office  before  the  land 
boom  time  of  1903  ? — Yes. 

539.  Did  the  work  increase  at  all  on  account  of 
the  boom  ? — Very  much  indeed. 

540.  Has  it  fallen  ott'  sinc(^  ? — For  tJie  last  18 
months  I  do  not  know  Avhat  has  l)een  going  on, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  has  f^dlen  oif  very  much. 
Things  ar(^  now  much  easier.  I  may  say  that  the 
Agricultural  Department  as  previously  constituted 
was  nothing  but  a  millstone  round  our  necks. 
They  sucked  oui-  'orpins,  as  it  were. 

541.  Who  did  ? — The  Agricultural  Department  ; 
they  took  all  the  kudos  ot  Avhat  we  did  :  the 
officers  in  that  De])artment  had  very  little  idea 
what  the  worli  was  in  our  office  ;  they  did  not 
know  what  the  work  was  and  consequently  they 
did  not  ap})reciate  it. 

542.  Mr.  Olivrr.]  Do  you  considei'  that  the  re- 
organization of  that  Department  is  in  the  interests 
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of  the    iiciU'i-al   })u])lic'  ? — Yc^s.   it    is  l)eneti('ial   and        "^V*  .non 
niucli  nicer   for   iis  :    lialf   oar  tiiiu'  was    taken    up    '  '  _" 
with  re])orts  to  tho  Agricultural  Dcpartuu^nt.  -^"-   '■'■  ''•"^*'- 

54i).  J//'.  M(//(i/i.]  W'Ihmi  this  i-c-orLianizatiou 
was  suLiucstcd  (lid  you  o})])osc  it  '.^ — No.  1  can  sliow 
you  a  r('])ly  to  a  private  letter  l"i-oni  Mi".  C'urroy  to 
me  which  will  })ro\'e  that  I  I'aised  no  ()})position 
whatever. 

541.  Will  \()u  read  chat  lettei'.  i!'  \'ou  ])l(vise  ? — 
Yes. 

•■  1  )e[)ai"tnieiit  of  ^V^i'icuitui'e, 

•■  Cape  I'own.  jst  July.  IIMX;. 

•■J)ear  Mr.  vau  Henen. —  1  shall  ])e  ohliiied  if 
you  will  let  nie  know  whetluM-  th(-  enclosed 
lettcj'  is  (jtiite  tindei'stood  in  your  ollice.  The 
])rocedui'e  1  tliink  will  be  siniplo  eTiotiij:h 
wlu'U  once  it  is  followed  out.  1  sliotild  like 
to  see  the  list  oi'  schedtile  of  subjects 
extended  -oniewhat  :  hut  this  can  be  done 
from  time  to  tinn'  as  we  see  otir  way  to 
doiiiL:'  so." 
.1  rcDliedt  on  the  Nth  of  July  as  i'ollows  : 

■•l)(^ai'  Ml'.  ('iirT'cy. —  With  referencc^toyotirnote 
tome,  dated  1  st  inst.,  re(j nesting  to  be  in- 
foj'nn;d  whethei*  the  letter  enclosed  by  yoti 
is  (|uite  uiuh'rstood  in  this  otlice.  I  have  to 
stale  that,  ai'ler  submittiiiii'  it  for  pei'usal  to 
all  the  o!licei-s  concei'ned  in  this  Departnu'Ut, 
1  lind  that.  e.\ce])t  in  regard  to  a  few  doubt- 
ful poiiUs  which  rei^uii'e  eIiu*i(hition.  there 
does  !!ot  aj)})ear  to  be  any  sjjecial  diflicidt it*s 
in  caii-yniL;  out  I  he  work  ])ro[)o^ed  to  be 
t  i'an>i'ei-red  i'l'om  yonr  ollice  to  this.  e\ce})t. 
perha))s.  oiii'  ciy ini;' want  of  accomiiKxhUioii. 
The  doubtful  ])oints  above  a  1 1  tided  to  refer 
to  sales  under  sections  ?.  lo  and  M  of  Act  15 
of  l>iS7.  Will  it  be  necessary,  as  heretofoi'e. 
to  obtain  the  a])])]'oval  of  t  he  SeciH  tary  for 
Aurictdture  to  the  u]iset  })rices  to  be  lixed  on 
Ci'own  lands  oJfei'ed  for  sale  (section  ?)  or  to 
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„    ^r^-  his  approval  to  sales  of  Crown  land  (sections 

xi.  van  Kenen.  -,  o  i    ^  ^  \  >^        t  •  i  •  1 1  a      j    -i  ^       /> 

1^5  and  14)  ?     1  presume  it  will,  as  Act  lo  oi 
Aug.  :?,  190.;.  X8^S7   provides   for   it.       As   the    additional 

duties  devolA^n^j-  on  this  Department  will 
materially  increase  my  correspondence,  while 
proportionately  decreasing  yours,  further 
clerical  assistance  will  be  required  to  cope 
with  the  Avork  in  the  record  room  here,  and 
if  you  could  spare  two  of  your  record  clerks 
for  transfer  to  this  Department,  T  think  the 
ncAV  order  of  tilings  could  be  satisfactorily 
arranged.  The  l^runt  of  the  matter,  however, 
is  our  lack  of  accommodation,  for  as  things 
are  at  present,  thei-e  is  barely  room  in  the 
building  for  the  ])resent  staff." 

That  was  mv  replv.  1  raised  no  op])Ositi()n.  Here 
is  a  letter,  dated  i4t]i  July.  1905.  from  tlie  diief 
Clerk.  Mr.  William  Jlorne,  to  another  olticer. 
written  after  he  had  read  the  evidence  talviMi  be- 
fore the  Select  Committee  last  year.  I  will  read 
an  extract  : — 

•'  Many  thanks  for  A.28.  1905.  Yan  Eenen's 
CA^idence  is  outspoken,  fearless  and  manly, 
dillicult  to  u]:»sot.  Currey's  is  not  so.  It 
strikes  an  outsider  that  he  knows  more.  It 
looks  as  if:*  he  has  to  shield  the  al)sentee. 
Further,  credit  is  glA^eu  by  him  to  the 
present  Acting  Sur\"eyor-(jeneral  for  carry- 
ing out  the  new  s(4iemc^.  JJeforc;  Eowden 
was  a])pointed.  Van  Renen  took  it  in  liand. 
and  it  was  in  working  order  l)efore  1  left. 
When  all  the  (correspondence  was  thrust  ou 
to  our  oifice  the  liead  oilice  would  not  giA^e 
any  liel}).  TlowcA^er,  all  preliminaries  were 
arranged  before  I  left." 

545.  We  have  a  stalem(>nt  here  that  ^\r.  C^irrey 
sent  for  you  to  his  office  to  discuss  these  re- 
organizations ? — Yes. 

546.  You  recollect  that  ? — Yes. 


<  oMMii  ri;i;  ox   i-iniiiox  <»f  ii.   \- \\    i:i;\i;x.  n9 

517.    lie    laid    before    voii    tlieii    a    ralluM-     larire         ^l- 

1  ,.  .  .  •       ,         ,  ^  II.  van  Renen. 

scliemo  or   i'0-or<:anizatioii  .-^ — Yes. 

j4<S.  J^ul  you  raise  any  opposition  to  it  .-^ — I 
raised  no  op])osition  to  it.  exc'e[)t  tliat  the  monienl 
Avas  not  op[)ortiine  i'or  oiir  doinu  this  extra  work. 
We  wei'e  sliort-lnmded  as  it  was.  and  there  was  a 
Avant  of  roo7n  in;  the  olliee  :  we  eoiild  not  ])iit  more 
men  into  that  olliee.  and  witli  tlie  extra  work  we 
slioiihl  ]-e(jiiire  more  hands.  I  did  not  know  where 
Avo  slioiild  tind  tlie  room. 

54i).  .\s  a  matter  ol'  t'aet.tlie  re-orizanizat ion  lias 
been  carried  out  now.  has  it  not  ? — ^'es. 

.").")( >.   On  a  lare'er  scale  ? — Yes. 

.").")] .  Additional  hands  liaA'c*  been  ti-ansfei'i-ed 
from  the  Airi'icnltural  Department  to  \"our  olliee  ? — 
Yes. 

f).")'^.  Do  not  yon  woi-k  in  exMctly  the  same 
amount  of  spnce  as  you  did  befoic?- — Yes.  but  I  do 
not  consider  that  it  is  condticixe  to  eood  work 
Avhen  you  have  live  men  in  a  pokey  little  I'oom 
with  hea])>  of  v;tlual)h'  docttments  lyini^  about 
whiel;  uct  mixed  up.  and  there  is  convei'sation 
ooiuo  on  all  dny  loiiii  :  m<>  man  can  (h)  his  work 
prop(M"ly. 

^)yA.  r>ut  still,  weiiihini;'  all  the  ;i(l vain mli'cs  and 
disadvam.'iLit's.  yon  jidmit  that  foi'  the  l'u!)lic  Sei-- 
vice  it  i--  much  more  l)enelicifd  than  it  was  i)efore  ? 
—  Much  mor(>. 

.");")  1.  It  li'Sts  with  the  (lovernmeiit  to  proviib' 
accommo(lation  ? — ^'es.  We  have  not  now  so 
many  reports  to  write — Inilf  our  time  w;)>  taken 
11])  in  writiiiii  reports  to  the  Aerieult  u  ral  |)ep;irt- 
meiit . 

i'h)~).  Shouhl  not  you  li;ive  tJiU'eii  ;!  dilTerenl 
attittnl".  an(L  seeiii'i  that  it  was  for  l  he  !)enetit  of 
the  l^ul)lie  Service,  tried  to  h;ive  [)Ut  lii'  -e  men  in 
somewhere,  and  not  ])leaded  ;>  //o//  jiossn mn.^  on 
account  of  the  I'oom  :  did  you  not  re;illy  make  too 
much  of  the  (piestion  of  the  I'ooin  ? — No.  1  ])Ut  it 
strouLih'  that  tlnit   was  m\'  (nd\   objection  to  it. 
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^^     ^l-  i)5(j.  Did  vou  think  it  was  impossible  to  carry  it 

out  on  account  or  the  room  f — As  soon  as  we  <>ot 

Aug.  3,  ]'M)G.  iijQ  letter  of  the  19th  July  the  new  scheme  was 
started  and  carried  through.  For  the  first  week 
or  two  the  clerks  were  rather  awkward  in  handling 
things,  but  there  was  never  a  break  in  the  Avork. 

i)C)7.  Did  not  they  send  any  clerks  to  assist  you  ? 
— Xot  one  during  my  time  ;  I  had  no  assistance 
whatc^ver. 

558.  Not  eyen  for  th(3  new  branches  of  work  ? — 
Xo. 

559.  AVe  haye  it  in  evidence  that  you  op])Osed 
any  changes  in  the  method  of  recording  correspon- 
dence in  your  office  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

5()0.  It  \yas  said  to  be  a  y^(;ry  antiquated  method? 
— Objection  had  been  made  previously  to  letters 
being  copied  in  a  letter-boolv  because  tlie  ink  might 
fail,  but  that  was  no  objection  of  mine. 

561.  AVlien  the  Agricultural  Department  sug- 
gested to  you  to  adopt  the  new  method.  Avhat  was 
your  re])ly  ? — 1  cannot  rememljer  now.  I  never 
opposed  it. 

562.  Do  you  think  the  plans  suggested  to  you 
were  a  good  thing/ — Oh,  yes.  but  we  were  so  full 
of  worlc.  that  we  did  not  know  how  to  turn,  and 
then  there  were  these  officers  al)sent.  four  out  of 
nine  of  tlie  coi-respondence  branch — Capt.  Jurisch. 
Mr.  William  liorne.  Mr.  vStapleton  and  Mr.  de 
8midt.  Foui-  out  of  nine  clerks  w^ere  away,  and 
everything  Ayas  loft  to  the  fcAy  other  men.  A\^e  did 
not  Ivuovy  l)o\y  to  turn  for  the  Ayork,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  had  to  take  on  new  work  at  a 
moment's  notice. 

5()3.  J/r.  OUvr}-.]  Copying  presses  would  save 
you  a  great  amount  of  labour,  would  they  not. 
Manuscript  (copies  take  a  long  tim(>  to  make? — 
Manuscript  copies  was  a  scheme  of  the  old 
Siirv(^yor-(]ieneral ;  it  was  always  carried  out  in 
that  way.  but  I  raised  no  objecticui  to  the  new 
system  whatever. 


roAiM  n  I  i:i:   ns    I'lririiox   or 
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564.  M/\  Ma/n//!  Was  llic  new  sNslcin  li'ird  in 
your  t]in('  or  Mllcr  your  time  ?--I)iiriiiL;-  jiiy  time  il 
was  initiated,  and  I  rniscd  no  objoction  to  il  what-  ^ 
ovc'i-.  It  is  vci'v  diilicidt  to  uct  clerk's  accustomed 
to  one  system  ot"  woi-kiiiLz  to  siiddeidy  take  U]) 
anothei'.  and  it  mean-^  a  loss  oi"  time. 

^)(')0.  Wlien  you  i^ot  a  Minute  i'rom  the  .Viriacul- 
tui'al  l)e])artment  with  rel'ei'ence  to  ])en>ioninL;' 
tile  I'oui' olliccj's.  you  re])ort(Ml  aii'ainsl  j)('n>ionin<>- 
^Ir.  Maclear  because  you  said  there  was  not  another 
man  sulliciently  ti-ained  ? — \o  :    no  trained  man. 

.")(]<j.  Did  yoti  tlien  take  steps  to  ti'ain  a  man  ? — 
AVe  had  not  a  man  \\liom  we  coiild  s])are  to  train, 
not  one  :  tlie  <jn]y  cajjable  nijui  was  Mi'.  Matthews. 
A  man  j'CMjuires  to  liave  some  little  knowlcdiic  of 
surveying  to  be  able  to  do  that  work',  and  Mi'. 
Matthews  wa>  tiie  oidy  man  who  c(ntl(l  do  it.  He 
WMs  eniiaiicd  on   IJechuanaland  and  other  work'. 

567.  AVlien  ^\v.  Maclear  died,  had  ^\v.  ?^latthews 
atiy  exjx'i'ience  oi"  the  work  at  tlnit  time  ?--Yes.  lu^ 
had  a  l!"oo<1  traiinnu  under  Mt'.  Macleai'. 

^}^')>^.  At  the  time  when  this  Minute  was  sent  to 
you.  was  Mi'.  Maltiiews  then  work'iiiLiiimUM'  Mr. 
Maclear? — Ye<.  Mi'.  Macleai'  N\as  then  ti'ainin<j: 
him.  iier(>  i>  a  memorandum  from  Mr.  Maclear 
on  tin  17th  of  October.  1*)0I:  ••  j]y  dint  o!"  hard 
woi'k.  1  he  ca^e--  in  which  amended  title  can  now 
l)e  issued  are  i'educed  lo  foui'.  and  I  iru>-l  to  l)e  able 
to  dispone  ol'  lliem  duriuL:'  the  week'  ;  |)os>ibly  also 
the  ru^li  lor  --lib-division  of  property  may  slack 
oil",  in  which  case  the  ap])licat  ions  for  aineiided 
re,ui>tr\  will  I'hII  olT.  and  last,  but  not  lea>l.  Mr. 
Matthew>"  hands  are  so  !"un  just  now  of  his  own 
woi'k  that  1  eannot  call  upon  iiim  ju--l  yel.  ihoitLjh 
I  show  him  o\  cry  St  iil"  ca--e.""  Thai  wasonlhe  I7th 
ot'()ctober.  I'.kM.  in  answer  to  a  mfiuoranchiiu  in 
which  I  a<kevl  Mr.  Maclear  whether  he  wa>  takinu: 
Mr.  MalllK'Ws  in  liaiah 

i}i')l).  You  wei'c  therefore  ])i'eparinLi  a  man  to  tak(> 
^\v.  Maclcai-'s  place  as  soon  a>  ])Ossible? — Ye--,  but 
this  work  cannot  be  learnt  in  a  daw  it  lakes  a 
year  to  train  a  man  to  do  it  pro[)erly. 


■.an  1 
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^^^  570.   Wg  have  it  in  evidence  that  there  Avas  a 

^"^''' o'l-eat  deal  of  hixity  in  the  office  gcnerallv,  both  as 
Aug.  :!.  I'.tnr,.  regards  tlieso  convivial  meetings  and  as  regards 
leave  of  absence,  that  men  went  on  leai^e  without 
any  special  reason;  is  that  so? — Xo.  men  only 
went  on  leave  when  they  were  entitled  to  it.  Men 
are  entitled  to  a  certain  amount  of  leave  every 
year,  and  they  get  sick  leave  on  a  doctor's  certifi- 
cate, we  are  bound  to  give  them  leave  then,  Ave 
cannot  get  out  of  it  if  there  is  a  medicjd  certificate 
produced. 

571.  Is  there  much  dift'erence  in  the  office  since 
the  chfinge  was  made  ? — No  ;  they  have  additional 
men,  seven  or  eight  new  men  ;  some  of  the  old 
men  have  come  back.  Now  we  have  much  easier 
work  I  consider. 

572.  Has  the  sub-division  under  llie  (Uen  Grey 
Act  given  a  gi-eat  deal  of  work,  the  issuing  of 
titles  ? — Xo.  we  have  pra(;tically  done  witli  Glen 
Grey. 

578.  I  su})pos(^.  tlKU'e  is  work  of  more  oi*  less  the 
same  type  ? — Yes.  Thei'e  is  a  lot  of  writing  to  be 
done  in  drawing  out  nmv  titles.  It  is  more 
mechanical  work  than  anything  else,  amended 
titles  ar(^  a  different  thing. 

574.  AVlien  Mr.  Bowden  came  f)aclv  from  the 
interview  with  tbe  Prime  Minister,  what  was  tlie 
purport  of  his  conv(>rsation  witli  you  V — I  may  st.ite 
that  1  met  iiim  merely  by  accident.  There  is  a 
little  staircase  running  u])  to  the  office,  and  as  T 
was  going  down  I  met  Mi'.  Bowden  coming  up. 
At  that  time  he  was  a  great  fric^ndof  min(\  1  said. 
"  Hallo,  where  have  you  IxM^n?"  He*  said  '•  I  have 
just  been  to  tlu^  Prime  ^Minister's  office."  1  said, 
how  is  that :  how  is  it  lu^  did  not  send  foi-  me  ?  ' 
AVe  were  tlum  on  very  intimates  tci'ins.  I  said  to 
him,  "  Well,  this  is  the  last  straw  f  hat  brcfilcs  the 
camel's  l)ack.  J  cannot  stand  an  indignity  of  this 
soi't."  I  tlien  drafted  a*  letter  of  resignation  and 
showed  it  to  him.  That  shows  how  intimate  we 
were. 


(  o.M.MiTTi:!-:  ().\   I'F/ri'iiox   OF  II.   \  AN"    i;i;ni;\.  !»3 

?)7~).   What    was  the  roasoii  of  voiir  ix'siiiiiiii^  ? —        -'''• 

i>  AT  i>  1  111  ■  !•  -.ii'  I  i    van  ReneD. 

J)('('aii>c'    Mr.    I)()\v(l(']i  had  hccii  sent  tor  instead  ot  _ 

iiu'.  I  thought  it  was  a.ii  indiuiiil}'  to  iiic  to  seiid  ''"-  •'■  ''"-**• 
foi-  yiv.  I)(nv(U'n  when  I  was  tlic  licad  ol"  the  ollicc. 
1  may  say  that  at  that  time  he  had  vei-y  little 
knoAvledue  of  the  workinu  of  tlie  ot'lice  :  lie  })ad 
])een  tliert  about  '^0  moiitlis.  Mj".  .lohii  lioi'iie  was 
there  foi-  .'kS  years  before^  lie  was  made  Siirv(>yor 
(lenoral  :  he  hatl  to  serve  an  a])prent ieeshi])  of 
A'irtually  .'')S  years.  Mr.  Mai([iiard  Avas  thei'e  for.')2 
yeai's  and  ('a])t.  .lui'iseh  for  T,]  yeai's  before  they 
became  Surve\;)i--(  ieiieral.  so  how  can  a  man  who 
is  only  in  the  otlice  for  less  than  two  y(>ars  <xct 
sullicient  experience  to  l)ecome  Sni'A'eyor-( Jeneral 
of  tlu^  Colony,  without  any  practical  knowledge  oi" 
stir\eyinL:.  lie  surveyed  two  oi' three  little  Kafir 
h)cations  up  at  Kinu"  William's  Town  tbat  any 
no\'ice  of  a  surv(\vor  could  (h). 

.")7*i.  J)id  you  infer  from  this  interview  with  Mr. 
i;()W'den  that  you  would  be  sti])erseded  and  not  be 
a})})ointed  ? — \o  ;  it  was  never  meiitioMied.  but  it 
seemed  to  mv  very  tunny.  Mr.  r)0\v(len  sei^med 
to  me  to  be  in  the  conthU'nce  ol'  tlie  Minister 
])efore  that,  because  eveiy  Sunday  of  his  life  lie 
u^ed  to  s])en(l  with  me  foi'  years  and  yeai-s  [)ast. 
httt  abotit  a  foi'tniuiit  befori'  this  ha})]iene(h  he 
came  to  me  and  told  me  thai  Mr.  Hall  bad 
ap])lied  foi-  the  Sui've\-or-(  Jenei'alshi]).  so  liow  could 
he  net  that  infoiination  unless  lie  was  in  the  con- 
lidence  of  some  om^  hiiih  n}). 

r)77.  1  want  to  h'liow  this,  had  yoiii'  re>iL:iiat  ion 
anyiliiniz  to  (h)  with  the  idea  that  yon  wonld  bc^ 
supei'--eded  ? — Not  as  f;ir  as  1  know.  i  th.oULiht  1 
had  bcH'ii  treated  vwy  badly  indeed  by  Mr. 
JJowdcii  beiiiLjsent  foi'.  as  i  wa>  tlio  head  of  the 
otlice.  L  >honi(l  havebee!i  consulted.  I  con-^idtTed. 
i  was  doiiiL;  the  work  of  two  men  t"oi'  i(>  months, 
])ooi'  wa\'  of  ]'ccoL;nizini:' my  stM*- 
ver\'  best,  and  1  dv!y  ihelioverii- 
sinule  leiiit  imate  instance  of  any 
maladmiiii>ti'at  ion  duriuL:'  mv  time,  or  an\'  irremi- 


so  It   was 
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-^^3^-        larity.     I  think   tlio  evidence  of   Mr.  Currey  nnd 
^'"L^"^""  Mr.  Tooke  will  show  tlnit.  as  they  could  not  .uive 
All-.  :;.  190*;.  j.^  sinule  instance. 

C}7(>.  Mr.  Olivers  At  the  present  time  who  is 
doini;-  the  Avork  that  Mr.  xMatthews  did  in  coiiiiec- 
tion  with  liechuanaland  ? — I  cannot  say. 

57i).  You  s;iy  that  that  was  very  imi}ort:!nt 
Avoi  k,  and  no  one  could  undertake  it  exce])t  Ik; 
was  a  surveyor.  ]\Ir.  Matthews  Inis  ])een  niovcnl 
into  ^Ir.  Maclear's  place,  has  he  not  ? — I  cannot  sa\' 
wlio  is  doin<4'  the  work  Mr.  Matthews  used  to  do. 

r)(SO.  You  also  said  that  these  complaints  you 
have  reterred  to  were  tho  only  t^vo  that  you 
received  ? — ^\s  far  as  I  can  recollect. 

581.  AYas  there  not  a  numher  of  verbal  com- 
plaints ? — Never.  There  may  hnxi^  been  idle  talk 
outside  the  office.  The  attornies  in  Cape  Town 
alAvays  expect  to  receive  preferential  treatment  as 
it  were,  because  they  happen  to  ])e  here  ;  the>^  do 
not  consider  that  there  are  hundreds  of  attoridc^s 
up-country,  wdio  all  have  cases  as  Avell. 

582.  Have  no  complaints  been  l)rouoht  to  Aour 
notice,  either  through  the  C^olonial  Secretary  or 
anyone  else  ? — Never  ;  only  tin;  two  cases  I  have 
referred  to,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect.  There  may 
have  been  one  or  tw^o  more. 

588.  Mr.  M(f((sdorp.]  AYith  reference  to  the  com- 
plaints about  delays,  tliose  complaints  do  not  rcrdly 
apply  to  the  time  you  were  fK'tin<»  ;  it  appears  that 
delays  were;  taking  place  before  ;  as  far  as  the 
evidence  goes,  there  ^vcl\)  no  grc^atc^'  delays  during 
your  time.  })iit  there  is  evidence  ahout  the  want  of 
discipline  and  so  forth.  Of  coui'se  tlird  may  have 
crept  in  before  yonr  time,  before^  you  were  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  the  oliic(^  ;  i)ut  do  you 
consider  that  thc^'e  were  reforms  i-(^qnired  in  the 
office  ? — I  thitdv  tliat  rc'forms  were  rcMpiired.  1)ut  1 
had  a  certain  number  of  men  given  me  and  1  had 
to  makc^  tlie  ])est  of  it.  (^crtain  material  was  given 
me  to  work  with,  and  at  that  tim(\  of  course, 
rcitrencliment  was  the;  order  of  tlie  daw 
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581.   Vou    sa\    that    TH'fonns    wci-c    ixuiuiT-cd  ? — I  ,,     "^^V 

,    .     ,  .     ,  '  II.  van  Renen, 

think  so  ccitaiiih'.  — 

585.    Vou  acknowl.MlLiv  that  ?— Ve-.  ^■"~'-  •'•  '^'^*^' 

~)(^i).  Then  llicrc  riiiisi  have  been  iri'ciiiilai'it  irs 
and  a  \v;inl  ol'  (li<ci|)l  inc  ? — Xo.  no  iri'''L:ulririt  ics 
actually.  l)Ut  1  think  wc  wanted  a  be!  kt  class  of 
men.  iiioi'e  jji'ol'es^ional  men.  I  con-^idri'  that  in 
that  office  ihe  Surveyor-(  leneral  \va  nt  >  tii'^t  chi» 
Itrofessional  men.  not  simply  a  h)t  of  eh'ri\s  who 
do  not  iviiow  how  to  deal  with  land  (iiie>l  ions. 

~)>^7.  Still,  you  thiidv  that  reform>  would  liaA'c 
been  doirable? — 1  think  so. 

5SS.  Vou  wotdd  have  Ix'eii  ])re|)are(l  to  cai-i-y 
them  out  if  you  had  bei'U  the  ])ei-manent  head  of 
the  Department  .' — Ves. 

rf><i).  Mr.  J(i(i(it'r.\  Has  not  the  Miinster  sometimes 
meetiniis  with  (l('i)Utations  on  land  mallei's  and  so 
forth?— Ves. 

590.  Were  you  generally  with  him  at  such  times 
or  did  you  send  an  olficer  of  }'()ur  l)e])artment  ? — 1 
have  (ady  once  ])een  to  a  deputation  to  a  Minister: 
only  to  M 1'.    1-^iller. 

51)1.  In  othei"  cases  have  you  sent  an  olficer.  Did 
you  ever  send  Mr.  J)0\vdeu  ? — No.  never. 

WSi.  Mr.  Mrf/ti/i.]  At  any  other  deputation^  have 
you  met  the  Miinster  on  land  nuttters  ? — There  was 
oidy  (jne  instance. 

5!>.').  Would  you  know  of  such  a  ca>e  ? — Hiere 
may  have  been  de])Utations  without  my  knowledLic 

5ill.  Mr.  ■/('!/!/'/'.]  (ireat  stress  is  laid  by  the 
ollicer  in  chariio  of  amended  title>  with  rei^ard  to 
the  Lireat  care  and  caution  taken  :  do  you  remem- 
])er  the  ca^e  of  Idake.  at  Constantia.  win  re  I'arlia- 
ment  had  to  make  a  sii'MTit  oi'  l!1.5t)(>  bi  order  to 
cover  u])  a  i)lunder  in  the  Sui-\'eyor-(  leiieraks 
( )tUce.  A  Lirant  of  land  wasL:iven  t  w  ice  (jver  ? — 
Ves.      1  remeniber  that. 

5i>5.  W'iio  wfis  to  blaine  in  that  case  ?  -It  was 
not  an  amended  tit  le  cj)s(>. 

5i»().  Ihit  it  was  the  fault  of  the  oflice.  was  it 
not  ?— It  wa>  not  in  m\'  time.     ( )ne  of  the  drau.Lihts- 
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^^-       men  who  is  dead  now  had  omitted  to  record  this 
.  van  enen.  ^^^1^^  ill  the  plrUis :  that  is  how  it   happened.     A 
Aup.  3,  iy(K;.  second   snrvey  was  made,    and  then   this   second 
grant  was  made. 

r)97.  AVho  Wris  the  chief  then  ? — I  cannot  say. 
I  did  not  iiiA^estigate  tlie  case.  It  was  not  in  my 
time. 

598.  ^Vbont  tliese  officers  being  al)sent  :  tliere  is 
an  imputation  tliat  you  were  a  little  too  liberal 
with  regard  to  leave  of  absence  and  dealt  too 
leniently  iii  the  case  of  sick  leave  and  so  on  ? — 
Xo.  1  only  gave  leave  when  I  was  absolutely 
obliged  to.  I  could  not  spare  the  men.  If  you 
look  at  the  list,  yoit  will  find  that  most  of  the  men 
were  away  on  sick  leave,  and  cases  of  that  sort. 

599.  ChdiruHin.']  Convivial  meetings.  I  suppose  ? 
— No,  thfjt  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

600.  Mr.  M<>Jf('i)o.']  AVho  was  away  ? — CVi])t.  Jurisch 
was  aAvay  on  sick  leave,  and  Mr.  AV.  ilorne  was 
away. 

601.  Mr.  ]  lorne  is  not  a  convivial  man.  is  he  ? — 
Xo.     TIkhi  there  was  Mr.  Stapleton. 

602.  Mr.  MaJ(ni.]  Is  he  a  convivial  man  ? — Xo. 
They  are  all  steady  men. 

mi  Who  (^Ise  ?— ]Mr.  de  Sniidt. 

()01.  What  was  he  away  for  ? — Sick  leave.  lie 
was  three  months  aAvay  on  sick  h^ave. 

605.  ChdirDxin^]  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  the 
heads  oi'  departments  who  were  in  toucli  with  you 
then,  tliat  is,  the  Fnder  Secretary  and  the  Tnder 
Secretary's  assistant,  thotiglit  that  yott  were  not 
strong  enough,  in  othei"  wos'ds.  there  was  an  im- 
pression that  you  werc^  a  very  good  fellow,  and  that 
you  would  not  do  any  odious  woi'k  that  might  bo 
needed  in  order  to  bring  about  a  rel'ormation  ;  it 
really  r(-(jiiii-((l  a  good  bit  of  courage,  in  fact  ? — All 
1  can  say  i^  this,  i  set  m\'  teeth  like  a  Hint  against 
all  j()hhei'\ .  I  never  woitld  alloAV  anything  of  that 
sort  to  tak'c  ])lac('  under  any  circumstances.  I  gave 
no  one  any  prel'erencc*. 


(  ( ).M  M  1  r  I  i;i;   o.v    i'i:iiii(iv   mi    n.    \  w    i;i:\i:\.  !)7 

()(*().  Thi'i-c  is  IK)  siiL;<_r<'>i  ion  "f  iliat.  TIr'  sii^l;(>s-  ^^■■ 
tiou  is  thfit  you  were  uoi  ^tronu:  (Mioiiu^h  l<j  deal 
with  the  reform:*  lUM'dcd  in  the  otlice.  whit'li  wcmld -^"--  •'■  ''*"'*^- 
involve  pension  and  that  sorl  of  ihinLT  ;  ><)ii  would 
rathei'  not  liave  that  work  to  do.  and  if  ii  had  to  ho 
done  at  all.  a  keener  man  than  yourself  was  needed y 
— That  is  ahsurd.  and  1  do  not  know  how  such  an 
imjM'ession  can  h«'  arrived  at.  No  one  could  have 
heen  keener  than  1  was.  althou^i^h  I  (h)  not  want  to 
a])})ear  e^iotistical. 

i)iU.  Take  an  illustration.  A  Minister  ii]  (jfUce 
receives  i'e])orts  I'rom  his  I'nder  Secretary  or  the 
Under  Seci'ctary's  assistant.  Certain  representa- 
tions are  made  to  him,  and  assume  that  those 
re|))'esentati(^ns  are  of  such  a  nature  tliat  lie  \'vA> 
he  has  not  suthcient  confidence  in  his  suhordinate 
that  he  is  willinn  or  ahle  to  do  what  lie  considers 
necessary  in  oi'der  to  hriuL;'  an  ol!ice  into  line  and 
stop  any  irregularities.  The  amount  of  ]eav(\  for 
instance,  miiiht  he  ahnormal.  or  there  miiiht  he 
othr'i'  ii'i'eLiuhirities.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  M.iinstei'  to  suhoi-dinat(,'  his  own  pcM'sonal 
considei'ations  to  tin."  intei'ests  of  the  t)ul)lic  service? 

Yes.  certainly. 

()()8.  In  this  case  can  you  su^uest  any  iiKjtive  on 
the  t)art  of  the  Minister  when  dealing  with  this 
question  for  ap[)ointini4'  someone  else  whom  he  is 
favourahle  to.  You  admit  thai  a  Minister  is 
hound  to  make  the  consiih-rai  ions  of  the  puhlic 
sei'vice  })aram()unt.  and  that  he  is  hound  to  liivo 
eilect  to  what  he  cousidei-s  iMLilit  ? — Let  him  hrin^- 
a  sinirh'  prool".  and  I  will  not  say  a  woi'd.  Let  him 
Llive  any  ])roof  tliat  1  haveLjiven  cause  for  dissatis- 
faction. 

(JOl).  Sup])o.-e  he  lia(L  for  argument's  sake, 
wrouLiK'  come  to  tiu'  coiich.i^ion  that  it  was  in  tlie 
])uhlic  interests  that  such  a  chanLLC  >houId  h(^ 
made,  lie  would  !)(>  hound  to  L,nve  etTect  to  his 
views.  ev(n  erroneously,  would  he  nol  ? — If  hejiad 
undouhted  evidence.  I   would  not  --a\   a  woi'd. 
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^^''-  610.  AYo  have  it  in  OA'idence  that  roproscntations 

"  •'''^''_^''®"-  were  made  that  the  office  was  badly  coiidiicted  and 
All-,  a  ii>06.  there  was  no  hope  of  reform  being  cfirried  out  ? — I 
do  not  see  liow  he  ean  ])hime  me,  considering  the 
circumstances  1  was  phiced  in.  Capt.  Jurisch  had 
Yirtually  been  sick  for  tliree  months,  and  1  lookup 
his  work,  and  I  had  to  make  the  best  of'  tlie  oliico 
and  put  up  with  things  as  1  found  them.  More- 
over retrenchment  was  going  on,  and  tliere  was  a 
great  pressure  of  work  in  the  office.  All  these 
additional  subjects  were;  given  us  to  work  up.  and 
it  was  just  at  tlie  fag  end  of  the  land  boom,  Avhen 
amended  title  cases  were  more  numerous  than 
usual. 

611.  Can  you  account  for  so  much  sick  leave 
being  given  in  your  office  i)efore  your  time  ? — 1 
consider  the  ]^]ac(*  is  very  unsanitary,  '['here  is 
something  i-adically  wrong.  Three  men  have  died 
of  parfd\'sis  in  my  time.  We  have  often  had  the 
temperature  over  100  in  the  shade  in  our  office  in 
the  summer. 

612.  Mr.  A'folfeno.]  Tlierc^  is  a  memorandum  of 
Mr.  Tooke's  undated,  whicli  1  will  read  : — 

"Tlie  Minister, — Willi  reference  to  our  couAT'r- 
sation  of  to-'day  and  in  terms  of  Aour  request, 
1  beg  to  record  in  w^riting  my  recommenda- 
tion as  to  the  ap])ointment  of  Surveyor- 
(leneral  in  phice  of  th(^  kite  Ca])t.  Jurisch. 
Mr.  van  kveiien  is  tlie  First  Assistant 
Surveyor-GeniM'al.  ILis  a])p()intment  dates 
from  1st  8e])tember.  I(S97.  lie  c^ijoyed, 
previous  to  his  a])pointmeiit,  a  high  reputa- 
tion among  th(^  memb(^rs  of  Jiis  profession 
and  witli  tlu^  })ub1ic  as  a  capabh'  sui'veyor. 
It  may  be  doubted  wlielhei-  iic  lias  (jualifl- 
catioiis  \vliic]i  eTia1)l(>  him  to  maintain 
discipline  in  a  bn'ge  office  and  give  satisfac- 
tion in  dealing  witli  tlic  i)ul)lic  and  in 
advising  the  (ioverinnent  in  many  cases 
wlu^re  the   interests   of  the  (ilovernment  aiid 
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the  ])riv;ilo  niid  local  interests  are  in  eonllict.         ^^ 

.,r^,  .  .  Ill  I'.^T^       H.  van  Rerun. 

At  the  same  time  it  would  he  admitted  to  _ 
be  a  serious  step  to  i)la('e  anyone  over  his  ■'^"o- •<•  I■"^•■'• 
liead  unless  there  \V(M'e  sti'onu'  I'easons  to 
advance  in  su))])ort  of  such  a  couj-se.  Mi'. 
Frank  Moheno.  on  heinu'  consulted,  coidi- 
dentially  tooi\  that  view,  and  coidd  not 
name  any  sur^■evor  so  <listinLiuished  above 
tile  others  t'oi-  his  e\'ce])tional  (qualities  to 
justify  thi>  ste]).  Mr.  ( 'oi-nish- liowden  is 
the  v^econd  .\ssistant  Surveyor-(  Jeiieral  :  his 
ai)p()intmeut  (biting  from  20th  .binuary.  190;b 
I  have  had  no  ac([uaintance  with  Mr.  iJowih'U 
b(\\'ond  that  arisinu;-  from  olficial  intercourse, 
but  r  may  say  that  I  ^vas  very  much  im- 
[)ressed  by  the  capacity  and  character  evinced 
in  his  I'eports  to  this  ollice.  Of  his  profes- 
sional abilities  1  am  not  competent  to  foi'm 
an  o})inion.  but  bnowin^  fis  1  do  from  h^nn' 
ex[)erience  dating  from  IS(SV.  that  the  most 
necessary  (pialitications  for  a  Survi'yor- 
(ieiieral  ai'e  ability  to  control  and  enforce 
disci])line  in  a  larLi'e  oHice  :  to  tak'e  wide  and 
sound  \iews  as  regards  bind  mattei's  where 
they  affect  t he  ]^)ublic.  and  to  i^ive  dvi'  and 
decisive  ex])ressions  to  the  opinions  wliich 
he  holds.  I  may  record  my  oi)inion  that  witli 
the  e.\ce])tion  of  the  late  Mr.  Martpiard.  I 
liaA'c  not  met  with  an  ollicer  in  the  Sui'vey 
()nice  who  has  so  com])!ete]y  >atistied  me  as 
to  \\\>  ability.  Mr.  Murray.  IJeuistry  Sur- 
\"eyor.  is  an  ol'ticer  beariiiL;'  a  iiood  reputation, 
who  miL;ht  suitably  be  a])poinled  to  lib  a 
A'acancy  in  the  Survey  Oflice.  Mis  ser\ice  in 
ihe  Deeds  OtVicc  dates  from  .\o\-ember  1. 
ISlC).  lie  is.  t  herefoi-e.  of  loULicr  sri-\ice  I  ban 
Mr.  \an  beiien.  and  is  not  likeiy  to  serxc 
under  Mr.  Uowdeii.  I  would  i-eiiret  any 
appointment  ofanofticer.  howcxcr  capable, 
by  wiiicb  we  mii^lit  stand  to  lose  Mr. 
llowdens  ser\ice.- — for    Mr.    liowdeii  s  value 
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Mf'  is  known,  and  tlio  other  officers'  suitability 

.van^enen.  would     still     I'oquire     to     1)6     testcd.      Mr. 

Aug.  '^,  190(5.  Gilbert   Ilairs   name    has   also    been    men- 

tioned, r  regret  that  I  know  little  of  this 
gentleman,  except  that  he  also  is  a  highly 
qualitied  surveyor,  but  it  seems  unlikely 
that  he  would  care  to  take  a  post  below  Mr. 
Bowden,  and  if  placed  above  him  we  should 
still  run  the  risk  of  replacing  Mr.  J5owden 
(should  he  resign)  by  another  man  perhaps 
as  capable,  but  on  the  other  hand,  perhaps 
not.  I,  therefore,  beg  respectfully  to  advise 
that  Mr.  Bowden  be  appointed  as  Surveyor- 
General,  and  be  allowed  to  select  his 
Assistant  or  Assistants  if  two  are  really 
re([uired.  I  assume  that  Mr.  van  Eenen 
would  resign." 

Have  you  seen  that  document  ? — No,  never. 

618.  This  document  Mr.  Fuller  tells  us,  was  in 
his  private  drawer  and  could  not  be  produced  to 
the  Select  Committee  last  year? — If  you  look  at 
the  evidence,  taken  last  year  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, you  will  find  he  said  he  was  never  con- 
sulted as  to  my  supersession. 

614.  Mr.  Alalan.]  When  you  sent  in  your  resig- 
nation to  the  ^linister,  were  you  asked  I'or  your 
reasons  for  it  ? — No. 

()15.  Did  you  state  in  your  letter  of  resignation 
why  you  r(\signed  ? — 1  stated  broadly  that  it  was 
on  account  of  the  treatment  1  had  received. 

()16.  You  had  an  interview  vvitli  the  Minister  or 
Ml-.  (3urrey,  in  connection  with  your  resignation, 
had  you  not  ? — No.  not  before  1  resigned. 

617.  Did  they  ask  you  for  an  explanation  before^ 
they  accepted  \()ur  resignation  ? — 1  gave  an  ex- 
])lanation  to  Dr.  Jameson,  in  the  first  instance,  at 
the  iiilcrview  I  had  with  iiim. 

(J18.   And  you  sent  in  your  I'esignation  ? — Yes. 

611).   And  that  rc^signalion  was  accepted  ? — Yes. 


(oMMirii:i:  <>.\    piciiriox   oi    ii.   \  an    i;i:xi:.\.         lOl 

620.  Did  thev  send  t'o]-  voii  and  sav  -'Look  here,        Mr. 

T  •  '•  ..•"■  i..^-".  1  ^1.        ■.■>•'  II.vanRenen. 

nere   is    vour   resi^niatioii,   what   is    tlic    matter  :'  _ 

Did  thoy  do  tliat  ?— No.  -^"g-  ^-  ^^o<^- 

621.  J//'.  Maasd(j/-p.  Tlici'e  is  another  point  I 
want  to  ask  yoti  ahout.  When  ^\v.  FuUer  had  the 
interview  with  yon.  and  the  question  of  your  witli- 
drawiny-  your  i-esignation  was  l)roaelied.  wliy  did 
you  withdraw  your  resignation  ? — JJecause  he  had 
givc^n  me.  as  his  reason  wliy  lie  wislied  to  super- 
sede me  that  I  was  too  ohl,  that  I  cotikl  only  serve, 
in  the  ordinary  eourse  of  things,  for  two  years  : 
he  wanted  a  man  who  eould  carry  on  to  fruition 
the  schemes  which  had  heen  formulated. 

622.  Did  you  discuss  with  ^Iv.  Fuller  this  slight 
that  was  otfered  you  by  sending  for  Mr.  Eowden  ? 
— No.  I  did  not  discuss  it  with  him.  F  discussed  it 
with  Dr.  Jameson,  who,  I  suppose,  gave  Mr.  I'ulUn- 
the  drift  of  what  I  had  said.  I  presume  Mr.  Fuller 
must  have  known  what  I  told  Dr.  Janu'son. 

621).  Did  Mr.  Fuller  ask  you  why  you  sent  in 
your  resignation  ? — No.  luMlid  not  ask  me  why  1 
sent  it  in.  Ih'  simply  stated  that  Dr.  Jameson 
had  told  liim  about  my  interview  and  that  he  was 
impi-essed  with  what  I  had  said,  and  then  he 
assured  me  that  his  only  reason  of  my  being 
siipei'seded  was  my  age. 

62  1.  So  he  ])ractically  admitted  to  you  that  his 
sending  for  Mr.  Fowden  was  with  the  view  of 
supci'seding  you  ? — Ves.  hi  ihe  light  of  the  facts 
as  1  know  them  at  })resent. 

62.").  .]//■.  J/if/f/r/-.^  A\  the  time  of  the  interview 
with  you.  Mr.  h'ullci-  did  not  say  anything  about 
Mr.  Fowden  getting  the  ])ost  ? — \o.  not  at  that 
time. 

il'^i).  I  su])p()se  his  name  was  not  mentioned 
i-eally  ? — No  ;    it  was  mentioned  aftei'wai'ds. 

()27.  M/\  Mdhiii.  What  was  youi-  relation  with 
Mr.  ('iirrey  :  had  you  any  dinicnlties  in  working 
with  him  ? — Xo.  1  nevei-  had  any  dilliculties  with 
him  that   1  know  of. 

()28.   Wci-e  vou  on  a  fj'iendlx   footing  ? — Yes. 
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„     ^^-  629.  And  with  Mr.  Tooke  ?— And  with  Mr.  Tooko 

H.  vanKenen.  , 

—  too. 
Aug.  a,  luoii.  Q^Q  j)i(]^  they  ever  intimate  to  you,  or  did  you 
ever  notice  anything  in  their  behaviour  to  lead 
you  to  think  that  they  had  anythino  a^^ainst  you  ? 
— Xo.  I  never  suspected  the  sliohtest  feeling  on 
their  part. 

681.  Mr.  //a(/(/fir.]  I  gatlier  from  what  you  say 
that  you  are  somewhat  dissatisfied  with  the 
material  in  your  office,  the  men  under  you  ? — I  did 
not  say  that.  I  said  reforms  could  be  made  in  the 
office.     That  I  admit. 

632.  You  said  that  you  had  to  work  with  un- 
suitable material  or  something  to  that  effect  ? — I 
had  to  make  the  best  of  the  material  I  found  at 
the  office. 

633.  You  were  not  altogether  satisfied  with  it, 
were  you  ? — Some  of  the  men  were  getting  old  ; 
and  I  thought  we  ought  to  have  more  professional 
men  in  the  office. 

634.  When  retrenchment  was  going  on.  did  not 
the  Government  suggest  to  you  the  retiring  of 
officers  who  had  attained  the  age  of  60  ? — Yes. 

635.  Why  did  you  raise  any  opposition  to  that  ? 
— I  asked  that  Mr.  Maclear  should  be  kept  on  for 
a  couple  of  years,  while  Ave  could  train  a  man  to 
take  his  place.  He  was  quite  well  at  the  time  and 
perfect  at  his  work.  I  wanted  him  to  train  a  new 
man  for  the  Avork. 

()36.  Would  not  you  have  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  for  you  to  liaA'e  reorganized  the  office 
and  get  rid  of  the  older  men  V — Hoav  are  we  to 
trainmen;  you  cannot  give  Avork  of  this  sort  to 
new  men  ;  we  should  haA^e  landed  ourselves  in  a 
hopeless  state  of  confusion  :  they  could  not  liave 
got  on  Avitli  the  work,  you  must  train  new  men  for 
the  woi-k. 

637.  Mr.  M<d(in.\  Tlie  four  names  were  Capt. 
Jurisch.  Mr.  \V.  ilorne.  Mr.  Brink,  and  Mr.  Maclear. 
You  sent  a  Minute  to  the  Ministei-  or  Under 
Colonial  Secretary  ;  about  Capt.  .lurisch  you  said 
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notliiii<4';  lie  was  away  :  about  Mr.  Jlorne  you  said        ^^■■■ 
lie  had  consented  to  ^o  and   therefoi'e  you  recom- 
mended tliat  ;  and  with    rei^^ard  to   Mr.  Urink   you  -'^"-  ■'■  i''^^- 
did  recommend  that  he  shoukl  <,''o  ? — No. 

(),'^8.  What  has  become  ot  !^^r.  Jhink  since  ? — lie 
is  still  there,  Mr.  lb-ink  is  an  invaluable  inan  in  the 
otlice.  and  absolutely  no  one  can  take  his  place 
without  a  .^ood  traininir. 

();59.  Surely  'Mr.  ih-ink  has  pnssed  the  a^e  of  ()0. 
are  not  they  training'  up  somebody  to  take  his 
place?  — It  is  felt  in  the  office  that  Ave  are  under- 
manned altoijfelher :  they  never  would  <i^ive  us 
sutlicient  men. 

()40.  Mr.  J((f/{/er.]  Do  you  consider  the  oflice  is 
undermanned  now  ? — Not  now^  perhaps,  but  we 
want  more  professional  men.  There  are  sufticient 
clerks  to  carry  on  the  work,  but  we  want  two  hrst 
class  professional  men  in  addition. 

641.  Mr.  Malan.]  It  rather  makes  a  peculiar 
impression  on  the  Committee  Avhen  you  say  that 
there  is  nobody  who  can  do  this  work.  Suppose  ]\[r. 
Ib'ink  died,  what  would  happen  ? — They  could  do 
the  woi-k  iu  a  way,  but  not  as  elliciently  as  he  does 
it  :  that  is  where  we  should  miss  him. 

64'i.  Ml'.  Brink  is  still  in  the  otHce,  is  he  not  ? — 
Yes. 

64.').  And  still  doin,u"  that  woi'k  ? — Yes;  he  is  in 
perfe(  t  health,  and  he  <j:ives  great  satisfaction.  He 
does  in  an  hour  what  it  Avoidd  take  another  man 
two  hours  to  do. 

()44.  Mr.  Mollrno.]  He  does  hi(2:hly  technical 
work,  does  he  not  ? — Yes  ;  all  the  compilation 
Avork. 

(H.").  M/\  Mfi/((/i.]  Then  thei-e  is  the  case  of  Mr. 
Maclear? — If  Mr.  Maclear  had  been  an  olHcer  not 
Avorth  having"  in  the  ollice.  surely  they  would  not 
haAX'  kept  him  on  for  15  yeai's  and  never  allowed 
him  the  holidays  he  was  c^ntitled  to.  The  reason 
he  ncA'er  ii'ot  a  liolichiy  was  because  he  could  not 
be  spared,  and  he  was  a  willinii  horse  ;  he  simply 
Avent  on  with  his  work,  and  did  not  mind  Avhether 
he  i^ot  a  holidav  or  not. 
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H  vaifRenen      ^^^'  ^^"  ^^(^^^^(^^^P  \  ^^^^  Mr.  Currev  tho  head 
.van  enen.  ^^.  ^^^^  Agricultural  Department  ? — Yes,  lie  was  the 
Aupr.  w.  1906.  permanent  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
at  that  time. 

647.  Was  the  Surveyor- General  in  a  suhordinate 
position  to  him  ? — Yes. 

648.  Did  Mr.  Currey  ever  come  into  the  Sur- 
veyor-General's Office  to  examine  into  things  ? — 
Never  in  my  time. 

649.  At  any  time  can  you  remember  his  making 
representations  as  to  things  being  unsatisfactory 
in  the  office  ? — Not  as  far  as  I  know. 

650.  Eeing  the  head  of  the  Department,  he  would, 
I  suppose,  have  had  a  right,  in  case  he  considered 
things  were  not  satisfactory,  to  make  representa- 
tions to  the  Surveyor- General  ? — Yes.  a  perfect 
right. 

651.  And  the  Surveyor-General  would  have  bad 
to  carry  out  his  instructions  ? — Yes. 

652.  You  say  he  never  availed  himself  of  tbat 
right  to  give  instructions  ? — No. 

653.  What  position  was  Mr.  Tooke  in  ? — He  was 
next  to  Mr.  Currey  ;  Assistant  Under-Secretary  for 
Agriculture. 

654.  Was  the  Surveyor-General  subordinate  to 
him  ? — I  do  not  know  that  he  was.  The  Surveyor- 
General  is  the  head  of  his  own  Department,  but  we 
were  all  under  Mr.  Currey. 

655.  Chairman.^  Mj'.  Tooke  was  acting  for  Mr. 
Currey  when  he  was  away,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 
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Monddi/.  (Uh  All  (J  list.  I'Jdl',. 


I'HESKXT: 

Mv.  Oats  (('liairinan). 


Mr.  .hmircu'. 
Mr.  Ol'iv'jr. 
Mr.  Moltcno. 


:\lr.  Malmi. 
Ml'.  ^Faasdoi'p. 


Ml'.  Frrdri'icl  M^iUi(tiii  (irtrii.  t'xaiuincd. 
65().   ChdiruKiii.']    I    Ix'licvc   von  arc   tlio    I^rivate,,  ,,^^]\ 

,  1  -■  .        ■  4         •         1  \-  r .   \N .  <irecn. 

^('('7•etary  to  the  Se'ci'ctary  ioi-  Auru-ultui-c  ? — i  cs. 

<)57.  AVit]i  rofVrencc  to  the  appoiiUiiU'iu  of  :v[i.  -\"?  •■•  i»06. 
Cornish-l^owden  as  Actinu'  Survoyor-(  Jciu'ral.  aiul 
the  supersession  of  Mr.  van  Ivencii,  liave  yon  an}' 
knowledge  of  tlie  eiretnnstanees  of  the  ease  :  will 
you  make  any  statement  ? — The  only  knowledi:*'  1 
have  is  of  eoui'se  froin  iiiterviews  I  would  he 
present  at.  interviews  between  the  ^vfinister  and 
the  Under-Secretai'v  or  the  Aetiim-  riuh-r-Sccre- 
taiy. 

t»r)S.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  \"ou 
know  about  those  intei'views  ? — With  refei'cnec  to 
the  meetings  with  AFi".  Ctii'rey.  I  was  ])reseni  at 
sev<'ral  when  the  matter  was  disetissed.  NFi'. 
(birreys  view  was  this,  that  he  had  cxpei-ien'MMl 
eonsidei-able  dillieulty  witli  ATr.  van  hmen  in  eon- 
nection  with  the  reoi'ganization  sehetnc  he  watiti'd 
to  inti'oduee  into  the  >^urvey()r-(  lenei-abs  dej)art- 
meiu. 

b.")!).  Ml-.  Mdldir^  Did  ho  state  the  iiatni'o  of  llic 
dihieultx? — It  was  in  connection  willi  ptitlinu 
more  i'cs])()iisib]c  work  on  the  Sur\'cyor-(  icnciabs 
de])ai1  nient.  and  he  led  Mr.  I'^iillcr  lo  undcrsland 
tliat  he  had  ditlicnlly  in  gctlini^  Mr.  van  hcncn  to 
undcrtalvc  this  cxtivi  I'cspoiisibilily. 

()()().  Was  it  on  account  of  Mi',  van  llcnrn's 
unwillingness  to  do  the  work',  oi'  did  lie  complain 
about  want  of  room  ? — I  could  not  >ay  lliat.  Tliat 
is  all   I  gathered.      This   wa>  before  ( 'a[)t.  . I  uri^rh's 
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F  w^^Green  <^eatli.      He   tUcd   on   the   20tli   of   Auoust,    1904. 
■—'*^^''' After  tliRt.  there  were  several  conversations  as  to 
Aug.  6.  i9or,,  finjn«i'  up  the  vacancy. 

661.  ('h((irtn((n.'\  Were  yon  present  ? — Yes.  There 
were  several  names  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Onrrey 
was  always  strongly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  van 
Eenen  did  not  possess  the  necessary  strength  to 
carry  out  the  reorganization  of  the  office.  There 
was  an  application  from  Mr.  Hall,  who  w^as  then 
on  location  survey  in  the  Transkeian  Territories. 
Mr.  Currey  was  very  much  of  opinion  that  a  strong 
step  should  be  taken,  and  that  Mr.  Hall  should, 
be  appointed,  in  fact,  I  remember  he  used  to  say, 
"  my  man  is  llall."  1  think  that  is  the  position. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Tooke's  attitude,  you  have  his 
memorandum. 

662.  Have  you  seen  that  memorandum  ? — Yes. 
668.  There  is  no  date  to  it,  is  there  ? — No. 

664.  Mr.  M((<iHdorp.]  Were  you  present  at  the 
interviews  between  Mr.  Tooke  and  the  Minister  ? — 
The  matter  was  discussed  in  an  informal  Avay. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  consideration  about 
filling  up  the  appointment. 

665.  Mr.  J(((f(jer.\  Was  there  any  feeling  on  Mr. 
Currey's  part  against  Mr.  van  Eenen  ? — No  personal 
feelino'. 

666.  Would  you  say  from  Avhat  you  know,  that 
it  was  solely  the  matter  of  efficiency  in  the  office 
that  actuated  Mr.  Currey  in  this  matter  ? — 
CY^rtaiidy.  4'liere  having  been  sevc^ral  complaints 
of  late,  they  were  considering  what  was  best  to  do 
to  obviate  the  delays  and  so  on.  When  we  had 
the  land  branch  in  our  office,  all  the  correspon- 
dence lirst  came  to  us,  and  the  papers  were  then 
referred  to  the  Survey  or- General  for  report.  I 
suppose  in  about  70  per  cent,  of  the  cases  we  would 
simply  communicate  the  Surveyor-General's  report 
to  those  conc(*rned.  That  was  a  needless  duplica- 
tion of  the  work. 

667.  How  long  had  ^Ir.  (^urrey  had  this  idea  of 
reorganization    in    his   mind,   would  you  say? — 1 
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think    it    was    s])()k('ii   about    ever  sinc('  Mr.  I'lillci-         ^'f" 
came  into  oiiice.  __ 

()()S.  Xot  ])ri(>r  to  that  ? — It  may  have  Ix'cn,  hut  •'^"-  ''■ 
not  to  my  kuowhHluc.  I  lia\'c'  Ix'cu  in  the  l)('j)ait- 
mcnt  ^2  ycai's.  and  as  lonii  as  I  can  ivnicniljci- 
almost  tlii'y  liad  sjjokcn  ahout  this  (lu])li('ation  of 
tlu'  work,  and  it  was  tliou^lit  that  st('])s  sliould  Ix' 
taken  to  o])viatc'  it.  It  was  always  considcj-cd  to 
be  a  fairly  sim])l('  matter  to  throw  it  on  to  the 
Siirveyoi'-denerars  olliec. 

()()9.  AVere  yon  ])resent  at  any  eonsitUations  that 
took  jilace  between  ^fr.  van  Iienen  and  Mr.  Ctiri-ey 
as  to  the  reornanization  of  the  ollu'e  ? — No. 

670.  Do  yon  recollect  any  distinct  I'ecommeiKhi- 
tion  on  the  })art  of  ^[r.  C'nrrey  that  M V.  r)OW(h'n 
should  be  appointed  ? — Xo  ;  not  Mr.  IJowden.  but 
^Ir.  Hall.     lie  was  in  favotir  of  Mi'.  Hall. 

()71.  There  Is  a  niemorandtim  pnt  in.  drawn  tip 
])y  Mr.  Tookc  ? — Yes. 

()71a.  Yon  are  private  seeretary  to  Mr.  I^'uller.  why 
was  not  that  niemoranditm  prodneed  last  session  : 
did  not  yon  know  of  it  y — I  knew  there  was  such 
a  memorandum,  but  I  was  not  called,  and  1  did 
not  know  were  it  was.  It  turned  out  aftcM-wards 
that  it  was  in  ^Ir.  Fullers  drawer. 

()72.  AVas  that  drawer  locked  up  V — Yes. 

673.  And  if  you  had  wished  to  produce  it.  you 
had  not  access  to  it  ? — Xo.  Of  course  the  MinistcM- 
<2:ets  several  contidential  memoranda  from  th(^ 
heads  of  de})artments  which  are  not  passed  throimh 
the  books  of  the  ofTice,  Even  at  the  time  I  had  no 
knowledo't'  that  that  memorandum  had  not  been 
placed  bei'ore  the  Committec^by  Mr.  Tooke.  1  only 
saw  the  evidence  aftcM-  the  Select  CommittcM's 
report  was  printed,  so  even  if  I  had  had  acc(>ss  to 
it,  1  would  not  have  IxH'ii  any  wisci'. 

()74.  Was  the  drawer  locked  all  the  lime  that 
Mr.  Fuller  was  away? — Ves. 

675.  Did  you  take  notes  at  any  of  the  meetiiiLis? 
— Xo.  1  was  only  present.  L  am  very  often  })resent 
when    the    Minister   is  discussing  an v  matter  wit ii 
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,^^  the  head  of  the  department.  I  may  be  in  the  room 
.  reen.  ^j^j^j^g  other  worlv,  and  then  I  know  what  ^^oes  on. 
Aug.  6,  190C.  575  ][ff  Maa.^dorp.]  You  say  Mr.  Currey  thought 
that  Mr.  van  Eenen  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to 
carry  out  this  reorganization  scheme  ;  was  that 
the  only  objection  he  had  to  Mr.  van  Eenen,  or 
was  there  anything  said  about  want  of  discipline 
in  the  office,  which  occasioned  the  delays  com- 
plained of  ? — Yes  ;  the  matter  of  delays  often 
came  up. 

677.  Was  that  ascribed  to  inefficiency  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  van  llenen  ;  did  Mr.  Currey  give  you 
the  idea  that  he  looked  upon  it  as  the  fault  of  Mr. 
van  Eenen? — Not  so  much  the  fault  of  Mr.  van 
Eenen  ;  he  did  not  consider  him  strong  enough  to 
remedy  this  matter  of  the  delays. 

678.  xVnd  not  strong  enough  to  reorganize  in 
other  ways  ? — Yes. 

679.  Mr.  Currev  thought  he  was  not  strong  enougli 
for  that  ?■ — Yes,  as  he  had  evinced  objection  to 
carrying  the  schemes  out. 

680.  Ikit  you  did  not  hear  the  matter  of  the 
want  of  discipline  discussed  by  Mr.  Currey  with 
Mr.  Fuller,  ascribing  inefficiency  to  Mr.  van  Eenen  ? 
— No.  lie  may  have  considered  that  he  was  not 
able  to  prevent  it. 

681.  AVas  there  a  talk  about  want  of  discipline 
at  all  in  the  office  :  did  he  complain  of  that  ? — 
There  was  a  talk  about  a  Avant  of  discipline  in  the 
office  for  many  years. 

682.  You  know  that  of  vour  own  knowledge  ? — 
Yes. 

68.'5.  This  was  an  old  standing  thing,  this  w^ant 
of  discijiline.  It  was  not  only  in  Mr.  van  Eenen 's 
time  was  it  ? — No. 

684.  AVas  there  a  want  of  disci]:)! ine  which  the 
head  clerk  could  have  prevented  ? — 1  do  not  think 
it  is  fair  to  ask  me  tliat. 

i)^h.  Did  Mr.  Currey  comj)lain  to  Mr.  l-'uUer  at 
ail  about  the  Avant  of  discipline? — Not  in  my 
pres(^nce. 
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H8G.   All    he   said  was,  tliat    Mr.    van    Ivcihmi  was 
not  stronij:  onouiih  to  carry  out    any  i-eoi-<,nniz:it  ion 
scheme  y — Vcs.      lie  told    Mr.    Fuller   that  Mi',  van  ^' 
Henen  had  refused  to  take  the  additional  work. 

(^S7.  Mr.  J(t(j(j<'r.']  What  do  you  mean  i)y 
'•refused."  That  is  a  very  strong  term  .^ — He  liad 
refused  to  take  on  the  whole  of  Mi-.  (  in-rey's 
schemes.  If  y<ni  will  read  Mr.  Williams  memo- 
randum, you  will  s(u^  that  In^  only  took  on  a 
partial  scheme. 

i)"^"^.  Did  he  actually  decline  to  take  on  tlie  full 
scheme  ? — 1  only  know  what  Mr.  William's  memo- 
randum says. 

(J89.  Mr.  Miids'Iorp.  Was  Mr.  Currey  stroniiiy  of 
opinion  that  Mi',  van  lienen  was  not  stroiiL:  enouuhy 
—Yes. 

()i)<).  He  impressed  Mi'.  Fuller  with  that  idea  ? — 
Yes.  He  Avas  stronuiy  in  favour  of  AEr.  Hall  heinu 
a})})ointed. 

(51)1.  Mr.  ■T<t[iil<-r.'\  !lad  Mr.  van  lienen  any  difii- 
culty  in  uettinu-  at  .Mr.  Fuller  ])ers()nally  ?  1 
noticed  from  his  evidence  lie  saitl  that  he  had  ureal 
ditliculty.  To  my  knowledi;e,  he  did  ask  to 
see  Mr.  Fuller  once,  but  Mr.  Fuller  did  not  see  him. 
.\t  tliat  time.  Mr.  Fuller  was  away  very  much 
from  town.  He  had  uone  Uj)  country  on  various 
matters  in  FlOl. 

<jl)2.  Do  you  mean  to  say  thai  you  were  private 
secretary,  and  only  on  one  occasion  did  W\\  \\\\\ 
Henen  ap])ly  for  an  audience  with  Mr.  Fuller,  and 
he  did  not  succhhI  in  u'ettinu  it? — 'rhroUL;"h  me. 
He  also  asked  Mr.  Currey.  Mr.  van  liem^n  makes 
a  point  in  his  evidence  as  to  not  heini^'  able  to  ^ee 
^Ir.  Fuller,  and  the  ('ommiltt'c  ]iav(>  evidently 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  from  the  time  Wv. 
Fuller  came  into  ollice  till  the  time  he  went  to 
Ihmiand  he  had  not  any  intervi(>ws  with  Mi'.  \  an 
Henen.  but  I  would  lik'e  to  >ay.  that  ('apt.  .1  ui'isch 
was  there  from  Febrnary  to  Maw  ll't'l.  and  he.  as 
])ermanent  head  of  t  he  ([e])a  I'lmeiit .  had  interviews 
with  Mr.   Fuller  on  sev(_'ral  occasion^. 


Mr. 

W.   Gre.li 
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Mr.  693.  With  rco^ard  to  what  ? — With  ros^ard  to  the 

T.  W.  Green,    i  j_  i_  ' 

(iepai'tment. 
Auu.  t;,  nice,.  (^94  AVhy  did  not  they  send  for  Mr.  van  Ilenen 
wlicn  he  took  on  the  work  ? — He  was  only  acting 
for  the  time  being.  I  do  not  knoAV  why  it  was. 
Prol)ably  the  Minister  had  found  out  from  Capt. 
Jurisch  what  he  wanted.  He  was  the  permanent 
head  of  the  department.  Mr.  van  Kenen's  was 
only  an  acting  appointment.  At  that  time,  Capt. 
Jurisch  Avas  expected  to  come  back. 

095.  Mr.  Malan.]  Did  he  send  for  Mr.  Bowden 
at  all  at  that  time  ? — No,  he  never  sent  for  Mr. 
Bowden.  Mr.  Jjowden  was  sent  up  on  one  or  two 
occasions  when  the  work  he  was  particularly 
dealing  with  came  up  for  discussion  ;  for  instance, 
a  deputation  might  come  up. 

()96.  Did  he  come  in  contact  with  ]\Ir.  llowden 
to  find  out  what  his  personality  was  ? — I  could 
not  say. 

1:97.  Mr.  Molteiw.]  Mr.  Fuller  says  that  h(^  saw 
him  at  least  a  dozen  times  ? — He  said  he  had  met 
him  at  least  a  dozen  times,  but  not  in  the  otKce. 
he  might  have  met  him  outside. 

()98.  Mr.  J(((/(/er.'\  W^ho  was  it  suggested  Islv. 
Bowden's  name  ? — I  don't  know  who  first  suggested 
it,  but  his  name  came  up  for  discussion  as  being 
the  next  man  in  the  office,  and  then,  of  course^ 
there  was  Mr.  Tooke's  memorandum. 

()99.  Did  the  recommendation  on  1)(^hjdf  of  Mr. 
r>owden  come  fi*om  Mr.  Tooke  ? — 1  would  not  say 
that  it  iirst  came  from  him.  Imt  thei'e  is  the 
recommendation. 

700.  Mr.  M(/l(f./i.]  You  say  tlial  you  liave  no 
recollection  tliat  Mr.  Currey  gave  the  nature  ot  the 
difficulties  raised  by  Mi-,  van  llenen  in  taking  over 
this  ;uUlil  ioTial  work  ?— iSo. 

701.  As  lo  ilie  want  of  discipliTie  in  the  De])art- 
meiil.  WMS  that  an  individual  case? — IMie  case  1 
rel'eiwed  lo  was  the  most  ilagraiit  case  in  my 
recollection. 
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70'^.   W(MX'    tlu'i-c     oiluM'    cases,     too  ? — Tlici-c     is  ,     .-'^i''; 
aiiothe?-  case  I  know  of.   l)ut    tlic  man  lias  rcsio^jicd 
now       He  was  allowed  a,    lot  of  latitude,   but  1  li>"\-  ^"~  ''•  i'-**"^- 
put  it  to  him   that    it'  he  did   not    re>i^n  he  would 
have  to  L[0.      lie  was    thei'e  also   at    the  tinii'  when 
Mr.  van  l»(Mieu  was  acting-. 

ZOi).    Do  you  know  of  any  othei"  eases? — No. 

7(>1.  M /•. .  Mjidsdorp.  The  ])firtieulai-  ease  you 
speak  of  existed  really  l)efore  Mr.  van  llenen 
became  Acting'  Survejoi'-deiieral.  did  il  not." — 
()li_.  \es. 

/Of).  Mi\  Moltmo.]  Yon  now  say  you  can  cliai'nc 
your  memoi-y  distinctly  with  any  conversations 
that  took  ])lace  between  Mr.  dirrey  and  Afr.  I'uller 
as  I'cLi'ards  this  appointment ".-' — Yes. 

70(5.  \Vliat  were  you  doinu;'  when  these  inter- 
views tock  place? — I  wonld  be  in  the  I'ooni 
])robably  wdien  Mr.  Currey  came  in. 

707.  Do  not  yoti  u^o  out  of  tlie  j'oom  uiMiei-ally 
when  people  come  to  see  the  ]\[inistei' ? — Xo.  I  stay 
in  the  room. 

7nX.  P)ecause  we  asked  the  (piestion.  and  Mi". 
Currey  said  he  did  not  think  you  wei-e  ])resent  '' — 
lie  said  I  miuht  have  ])een  pi-esent. 

7(>!).  This  (juestion  was  put  by  Mi'.  Afalan  when 
the  Select  Committee  sat  last  year.  ••  during  t he 
discussion  with  the  Minister,  was  anyone  eUe 
])resent.  oi'  were  there  only  you  two? — [ii]  I  think 
only  we  two:  I  cannot  I'ecollect  that  anyone  else 
was  there.  Possibly  Mr.  (Jrcen.  the  ])!'ivate 
seci'etary.  miufht  have  been  j)resent  once  or  I  wiec 
but  1  do  not  think  he  was  ""  ? — Ves.  I  u-^cd  lo  be 
present  at   nearly  (wery  interview. 

710.  You  know  tlie  (videiice  thai  Mr.  Tooke 
^a  ve  y — Yes. 

711.  Tbi--  (|uestion  wa-<put.  "  Then  you  support 
the  concl  u->ion  of  I  be  Minister  in  that  dircelion? 
{(I)  Yes:  assuininL:  t  bat  Mi',  van  ben.cn  \\a>ioi)c 
super>eded.  1  think  Mr.  Powdcu  was  the  bot 
a])])ointment.  I  did  not  want  to  izo  into  thai .  and 
it  was  not  ])Ut  before  me.  (//l  Itnuisi   ha  vc  oceui  red 
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Mr.  to  you  tlifit  the  Minister  was  takinij^  a  rather  im- 
■  !_  ^^'^^'  portant  step  :  here  was  an  officer  of  lon<>-  practical 
Aug,  c.  i9or,.  experience,  who  had  been  longer  in  the  office,  who 
had  a  knowledge  of  Dutch  ?  {a)  That  was  outside 
the  question  for  me  to  deal  with.  Mr.  Malan. 
What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  The  minister  told  me 
it  was  absolutely  decided  to  supersede  Mr.  van 
Ilenen  :  my  opinion  was  not  asked  on  it,  and  I 
coidd  not  give  it :  I  merely  gave  my  opinion  on 
Mr.  Eowden's  qualifications"? — He  also  said  that 
he  liad  never  put  his  recommendations  in  writing. 

712.  Eoth  these  officials  gave  us  the  impression 
last  year  that  it  was  a  matter  outside  them  alto- 
gether, that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  ;  they 
had  merely  to  carry  out  instructions.  ^  ow  do  you 
Avish  to  convey  to  this  Committee  that  Mr.  van 
l^encn  refused  to  carry  out  instructions  from  tlie 
office  with  regard  to  reorganization  ? — No.  1  do  not 
say  it  was  an  instruction. 

718.  Do  you  mean  this,  that  he  indicated  that 
more;  difficulties  might  arise  ? — I  did  not  act 
between  Mr.  Currey  and  Mr.  van  Ilenen.  You 
have  Mr.  William's  memorandum  as  to  what  took 
place. 

714.  Do  you  Ivuow  that  during  Mr.  van  Eenen's 
time  most  of  these  innovations  were  carried  out 
in  tlie  office  ? — No. 

715.  Were  they  carried  out  Ix^t'ore  the  death  of 
Capt.  Juriscli,  so  far  back  as  July,  1904  ? — No.  1 
wouhl  not  know  that.  1  oidy  know  that  Mr.  van 
Ilenen  only  took  a  partial  scheme,  not  the  whole. 

716.  Mr.  Mddsdorp.^  You  wei-e  not  present  at 
any  of  tlie  interviews  that  took  t)lace  between  Mr. 
Fuller  and  Mi'.  Tooke  ? — The  matter  was  frequently 
discussed  in  an  informal  wav  with  Mr.  Tooke  as 
well. 

/1 7.  What  ini])ression  did  Mr.  Tooke  leave  on 
y(jui'  ini!i(l  ? — lie  was  also  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
van  Hcnen  was  weak.  I  was  never  present  at  any 
interview  where  he  reconiiiiended  Mr.  Fuller  to 
su])ei'sed(>  him.  but  his  memorandum  of  course  is 
thei-e. 
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71(S.   Mr.    ^lolli'Do.         Did    you     know    Miiythiiin   ,     Wr. 
about  Mr.  Tookr  s  intci-viow  with  Mi',  ^foltciio.  t he    '     ■^"^''^■ 
Ifite     Deeds     IJeiiisti'v     Sui'veyor  :     w;is    thai     com-  •^"--  '■    ''•'"'•• 
niiniicTited  to  you  .^ — -It    was  couHnunicated   toMf. 
FulU'i-  ])y  Ml-.  Tooke.      I  know  about  tlial. 

71!).  Mf.  ./(Kjiirr.  Mr.  Tooke  evideiUly  had  the 
same  im])i"essi()ii.  tliat  Mi',  van  hencn  was  not 
sti'onii'  enough  to  cari'N'  out  the  reoruani/.ation  ?  — 
Yes.  ' 

7"^().  Tiiat  is  youi- distinct  recodect  ion  ? — Ve>. 

721.  Mr.  0///V  /■.]  C^'an  you  uive  us  any  int'oi'ma- 
tion  witli  reiiard  t(^  these  convivial  meetiims. 
Tliere  is  a  ^enei'al  im])]-essi()n  tliat  tlie  disci])! ine 
in  tlie  ollice  was  very  lax.  the  i^'eneral  conduct  ol" 
the  ollice  dnrinu  that  time  and  ])e!'ore  Mi',  van 
lienen  was  acting? — Whatin'cr  [  do  know  would 
only    be  hearsay. 

Mr.  Wdllrr  Prdr.-i  Miirrui/.^  examined. 

72'L    ('h'tiri)Hi I).     Vi'hat    is  youi'  ])osition  ? — i    am        -V'^., 
IiCLiistry  Surveyoi'  at  the  Deeds  Ollice.  "'    '  '  ' 

7V;).  How  lon^-  have  you  been  thert^  ? — 1.")  years.  -^"'--  ''  ''^"''■ 
7'^1.  Can  you  tell  us  anylLinu  about  the  condi- 
tion ofalTairs  in  the  Surveyor-!  lenei'als  ollice.  as  a 
whole  Ol'  any  part  ol'  it  ? — Personally  the  only 
dealinus  1  have  with  the  Surveyor-!  Jenerals  otlice 
ai'c  with  i'(\uard  to  amended  titles.  Thei'e  ha\'e 
been  a  j^i'eat  many  complaints  by  conveyancers  and 
surveyor^  about  the  delay  in  u'eltinL;"  these  titles 
throuiih.  In  January.  ]*.)().").  Mr.  \'an  Keiien  went 
on  leave  toi' a  month,  and  tile  Surveyor-)  leneral 
ask'edlhe  Law  Department  i  f  i  lu-y  wou  Id  a  !  low  me 
to  .l;o  o\'er  lor  a  monl  h  to  ;io  Mr.  \  an  1  Jeiien">  work 
while  he  was  away.  When  1  went  o\'ei-  there  I  he 
Surve\()r-(  ienei'al.  Mr.  IJoNvdeii.  -a  id  that  lie  w  anted 
me  to  look  ])a  rt  icula  rly  into  tlie^e  amended  litie> 
oiificcouiit  I  )t'  t  in-  com  ;da  i  III  -  i  iia  I  luid  hccn  made. 
Ttie  lii'st  lliini:  1  did  when  i  l:^!  ih;  i;'  \\a>  lo  a^-k 
the  clerk  doiiiL:  the  clerical  work  in  cmmection 
with  tin-  matter  to  i.;i\-c  mc  a  I'durn  o!'  all  the 
amended  t  itles  out -ta  ndiiiL:.     Tlia,  t  r*  I  urn  wa--  prac- 

m:.  l:".i.     I-.-;  ■■■•n     :    IT.      ,:i  I;.  :i  ■::.  H 
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^^-  tically  the  same  as  the  return  that  was  presented 
.^uiraj.  ^^  Parliament  dnrinti^  hist  Session,  and  from  that  I 
All-,  t;.  i«)0(5.  found  there  were  a  i>reat  many  outstanding" ;  some 
of  these  I  shouhl  think  had  been  outstanding  more 
than  a  year.  Another  thing  I  asked  the  clerk  was, 
whether  the  notices  in  connection  with  a  certain 
part  of  Act  No.  9  of  1879  liad  been  inserted  in  the 
Gazefic.  The  Act  provides  that  before  an  amended 
title  is  issued.  (iO  days'  clear  notice  must  be  given. 
He  said.  no.  none  of  these  notices  had  been  put  in  the 
Gdzette.  When  I  asked  him  why.  he  said  it  was 
not  the  practice.  There  seemed  to  be  no  other 
reason,  I  asked  him  what  the  practice  was,  and 
he  said,  when  the  title  was  ready  for  issue,  then 
a  notice  was  inserted.  The  papers  were  put  aside 
for  60  days,  and  nothing  was  done  during  that 
time,  so  that  there  was  a  loss  of  60  days  in  every 
case.  There  seemed  to  be  no  reason  for  this,  except 
that  it  was  not  the  practice.  I  said  he  must  i)ut  in 
all  the  notices  at  once,  and  this  was  done  during 
the  month  1  was  there.  The  Surveyor- General 
agreed  that  it  should  be  continued  after  that. 
When  Mr.  van  Eenen  came  back  again  he  objected 
to  this  being  done,  but  after  a  certain  amount  of 
correspondence  had  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Bowden.  Mr.  Bowden  insisted  that  this  should  be 
carried  out,  and  in  that  way  a  clear  60  days  are 
now  sailed.  Thore  is  that  amount  of  saving  in  the 
issue  of  amended  titles. 

725.  The  60  days'  notice  was  obligatory  ? — Yes, 
there  must  be  ()0  days'  clear  notice.  The  investi- 
gation w^as  made  while  the  ()0  davs  were  running. 

726.  Mr.  Molt(uio.'\  What  is  thcAct  ?— Act  Xo.'9 
of  1<S79. 

727.  What  is  tlie  section? — I  caruiot  say  from 
memory.  I  think  it  is  section  7. 

72<S.  (li(i'n-n}(i)}?\  It  Avas  not  rcrilly  a  loss  of  60 
days,  was  it.  It  was  i\\(y  loss  of  time  while  they 
were  iriA'estigatiug  ?  Tliey  did  not  publish  until 
thc\  had  fiuislicd  all  the  iuvestigal ious. 

7.29.  Which  uiight  have  !)eeii  20  days  or  100 
<lays  ? — Sometimes    a    ('(nipU'    of    years. 
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730.  Mr.    JtKiiirr.^      Vou    sav    llic    ouistandint's ,,.    Mr. 

•   '  -"  ,  •  1       .         A-  ^1   \\.  p.  Murray. 

wei-e  sonictnnc's   over   twelve  nioiitlis  .-^ — i  es.  well  _ 

over  twelve  luoiitlis.  -'^"•-  ^-  ^''O^- 

731.  How  loiiiido  you  think  the  oldest  was  ? — 1 
caDiiot  say. 

l?Yi.  What  was  tlie  rc^asou  I'oi'  all  tliat  delay? — 1 
would  not  like  to  say.  There  was  a  ureat  deal  of 
unneeessar'y  delay  I  think. 

73o.  Mr.  Mdhin.  Who  was  the  officer  in  charge 
oi'  amended  titles  ? — Mr.  van  Jicnen  was  in 
chai'ire  of  amended  titles  as  the  professioaal  man 
in  change.  The  clerk  wdio  did  the  clei'ical  work 
was  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Maclear. 

734.  Mr.  .Jn{i<j('r.\  AVas  there  any  inefficiency,  or 
was  it  inattention  to  the  duties  of  the  office  ? — 
Cliieliy  the  latter.  I  think. 

73.").   Xeiiflect  of  work  ? — Yes. 

736.  On  the  part  of  the  officer  in  cliaruc  ?— Yes. 
In  my  opinion  the  officer  in  chariJi'e  should  have 
seen  that  the  work  was  done. 

7.37.  That  was  Mr.  van  licneii  ? — Yes. 

1'?)^.  Was  he  coonizant  of  all  these  facts,  that 
there  was  so  much  ne,<i;lect  of  work  and  that  there 
were  these  delays  in  the  amended  titles  ? — He  cotild 
not  hut  have  heen  coiiTiizant  of  it.  Tlie  complaints 
were  vei'y  Lrenei-al.  I  may  state  that  in  my  position 
as  I{e<iisti"y  Surveyor.  I  am  in  daily  touch  with  all 
the  conveyancei-s  in  town,  and  I  should  think  that 
nearly  every  one  (jf  them  at  one  time  or  another 
lias  (•om})lained  to  me  ahout  the  delay  in  ucttin^ 
amended  titles  t  hrouiih.  It  was  cliietly  in  lOo.")-!. 
Avhen  the  land  hoom  was  on.  In  many  cases 
pei'sons  had  to  wait  till  they  uot  their  amended 
titles  throiiLiii  hefore  siih-di vidinu. 

73)1).  Mr.  Mdlnn.]  Did  the  hoom  aifeci  the 
amount  of  sui'vey  work  ? — I  think  it  did  lo  sonu' 
exlenl.hui  not  \'ery  k-iruely.  I'eople  would  liave 
Li'one  ill  a  ureal  deal  inore  i'or  amended  lilies.  l)iit 
they  >aid  the  delay  was  too  lireat.  a.nd  they  did 
amthinL:  to  av(jid  it. 
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Mr.  740.  Mr.    Jar/(/r}\]    It    \vas   not   the   boom    that 

■_^^^*^' caused  the  delay,  was  it? — This  delay  had  been 
Au-.  G,  190G.  ooin,i>-  on  for  many  years. 

741.  And  no  stex:>s  were  taken  to  remedv  things? 
—No. 

742.  l)id  the  delays  occur  through  want  of  staff 
in  the  otHce  ? — Xo.  the  delay  now  is  not  nearly  so 
great,  and  they  have  the  same  staff. 

748.  It  has  ])een  represented  to  us  that  the  staff" 
is  inadequate^  to  deal  with  the  work  ;  what  is  your 
opinion  ?— I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  1  think  most 
ot'  tlie  members  Avill  know  that  all  through  tin; 
service  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  extra 
work  during  the  land  boom  and  owing  to  the 
gen(^ral  prosj^erity  in  the  country.  In  our  office, 
the  Deeds  Office,  for  instance,  the  inci'ease  of  work 
was  very  much  greater,  as  Ave  dealt  with  all  the 
transfers  and  bonds,  but  there  was  no  delay.  The 
office  hours  were  then  from  nine  to  four  o'clock, 
but  if  the  work  was  not  finished  we  naturally  di(l 
not  leave  at  four.  1  do  uot  think  the  men — at  all 
events,  not  more  thrUi  one  or  two  in  the  Survey or- 
(xeneral's  office — ever  stayed  after  four  o'clock.  ! 
do  not  a])prove  ot  anyone,  as  a  genei'alrule,  staying 
after  office  hours,  but  in  the;  case  of  a  pressure  of 
Avork.  it  sometimes  has  to  be  done*. 

744.  Were  you  brought  much  in  contact  Avith 
the  SurA^eyor-Oenerars  office  prior  to  being  sent 
tliere  ? — Since  I  have  been  in  the  Deeds  Office, 
amended  titlc^s.  after  being  passed  by  the  SurA^eyoi'- 
(Toneral's  office,  came  over  to  me,  and  I  sent  them 
downstairs. 

745.  Is  the  same  discipline  maintained  in  youi- 
own  office  as  in  thi^  Sui'V(;yor-(  Jeneral's  office  ? — 
Xo  ;  they  had  rath(M'  a  hix  Avay  of  doing  things  : 
there  was  waste  ol"  time,  and  so  on. 

74().  AVas  the  disciplini^  in  the  SurA'(\v()r-(Jenei"al"s 
office  lax.  in  your  opinion  ? — In  my  opinion,  it  was. 

747.    Very  lax  ? — 1  shonkl  say  it  was. 

74(S.  Mr'MdIdii.i  In  all  tlie  branclics  ?— I  tliiidc, 
i'-enerallw  in  all  bi-ancliesof  the  SurA'evol'-(}ener^d's 
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oflQce.     Thev  liad  jj^ot  inore  or  less  into  a  lax  system        Mr. 
of  doinu-  tliino-s:    they   had   gradually   fallen  into  ^^'''•i'""*-^' 

this.  '  "  All-.  6.  iSfir,, 

741).  Had  you  any  o})})ortunity  of  judizin^"  of 
that  ?  I  was  frequently  in  the  office  :  and  our 
work  takes  me  into  the  Surveyor-! leneraVs  office  a 
<jfood  deal — every  two  or  thi'ee  days,  at  all   events. 

7.")().  Your  contact  with  that  office  was  mainly  in 
connection  witli  amended  titles.  1  suppose  ? — Yes. 
and  with  tlie  draftinir  hranch. 

751.  The  amended  titles  were  in  th(>  hands  of 
Mr.  Ma.cleai-  ? — He  did  the  clerical  work. 

7^)2.  During  the  time  of  ('apt.  Jurisch's  absence. 
M]-.  van  l»enen  had  to  d(^  the  Surveyor-CJenerars 
work,  of  course? — AVhen  he  was  ^Vcting  Stirveyor- 
General.  I  may  mention  that  Mr.  van  Jienen.  ever 
since  he  has  been  in  the  Surveyor-CJeneral's  office. 
has  had  charge  of  amended  titles. 

75.').  My  point  is.  that  during  the  time  that  ('apt. 
Juriscii  wfis  away  on  sick  leave,  and  after  his 
death.  Mr.  van  Henen  liad  to  do  liis  Avcjrk.  too? — 
Tliat  I  know  nothing  al)OUt. 

754.  J)Ut  }0U  would  ex])ect  that,  would  you  not  ? 
—  Naturally  you  would  think  ^o. 

7^)^).  Mf.  Mii'ts>h>rj).\  You  say  that  the  laxity  in 
the  ol'lice  had  gi'own  up  for  a  long  time  :  it  did  not 
come  suddenly  during  Mr.  van  Kenens  time'.-' — 
X(\  it  is  a  thing  that  had  been  growing  gl'adu^dly. 

751).  It  had  become  pari  of  the  syst(/m  ? — I  think 
so.  4'he  Survey oi'-(Jenei'ars  office  was  becoming 
tlie  laughing  stock  of  th(^  Service,  as  many  mem- 
bers will  reinember.  I  know  many  will  be  vei'V 
mu<4i  annoyed  at  my  saying'  this,  but  it  I'eally  liad 
become  that.  I  used  to  hear  a  great  deal  of  that, 
coming  as  1  did  almost  daily  in  contact  with  the 
convex  ancei's  and  sui've\()i's  in  town. 

757.  \\4ien  Mr.  van  Kenen  Avas  api)oimed  Acting 
Sui-veyor-( Jenei'al  did  he  liiid  the  office  in  that 
condition  ? — Yes.  natui-ally. 

75(S.  You  say  that  he  had  to  do  with  the  amended 
title  branch,  so  he  was  i'es])onsible  for   the   delays  : 
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p^r*"-     ,  he  sliould  have  seen  that  the  work  Avas  more  expe- 
■  J^^^^^'-  ditiously   earried  on,  he  ])eing'  the   head   of   that 
Aug.  (J.  1906.  special  hranch  ? — That  was  my  opinion. 

759.  You  sa}^  the  SiiiA'eyor-Gcnerars  office  had 
become  a  L-iui>'}iinfj  stock,  ])ut  that  oftice  was  only 
a  branch  of  another  larger  office,  tliat  is  the  A,i>Ti- 
cultural  Department  ? — Yes. 

760.  Shonhl  not  the  head  of  the  A(>Ticultural 
Department  he  to  some  c^xtent  held  responsible  foi- 
this  condition  of  tilings  ? — I  think  the  head  of  a 
department  is  i'es![)onsible  foi-  tlie  work  of  his 
subordinates. 

761.  And  }At.  Currey  was  at  the  head  of  tlie 
Agricultural  Department  ? — I  Ijelieve  so,  but 
naturally  the  Surveyor-General  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  his  ow^n  office. 

762.  Mr.  Malan.]  When  did  Mr.  Maclear  die  ?-— 
He  went  on  pension  l)efore  he  died. 

7iSl].  AYlien  did  he  go  on  pension  ? — I  am  not 
sure  of  the  date.     It  was  sonn^  time  in  1905. 

764.  How  long  after  that  had  you  your  experi- 
ence in  the  Surveyor- Genera Ts  office  ? — It  w^as 
w^hen  Mr.  ]>o  wden  w^as  appointed  Surveyor-General. 
He  got  Mr.  Maclear  and  one  or  two  of  the  older 
men  put  on  pension. 

765.  After  he  was  appointed  permanently  ? — 
After  he  was  appointed  Acting  Surveyor-General 
I  should  say  :   shortly  aftcn-. 

7(](i.  Mr.  Oliver.']  Are  vou  still  in  touch  with 
the  Surveyor-(jenerars  office  ? — Yes. 

767.  To  the  same  extent  as  formerly  ? — i'es. 

768.  Since  th(^  ix^organization.  has  this  laxity 
been  done  aw^ay  with  ? — To  a  ver}'  great  extent,  in 
fact  almost  entirely. 

769.  Is  there  any  delay  now"  in  the  issue  of 
amended  titles  ? — Not  nearly  so  much.  The  new 
man  who  was  appointed  in  Mr.  Mach^ar's  place  is 
an  energetic  man.  and  lie  sees  that  he  gets  as  much 
work  don(>  as  ])ossil)le.  lie  genei-aily  comes  over 
in  the  case  of  any  difficulty  and  consults  eithei' 
mvself  or  th(^  examiner  of  diagrams. 
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770.  Is   llh'   work    of  the  otlicc   Mintliiim  lilx't'  ol'        '^ti- 

Ui-  '      ^        J         \       i'        \\ .  P.  Murray. 

iL'  saiiic  ])r()))()rli()ns  as  it    was  toi'incii y  / — As  iar 

as  anu'iidcd  titles  arc  coiiccriied   it   is  (juitc,  if  not  -^"f^  •'■  '■"^*^- 

iii't^atcr.     X(nv  lliat  it  is  fouiul  tlicrc  is  not  so  iiuicli 

delay,   owiuts    ot"    propei'ty    will    no    in    I'oi'    more 

amended  titles. 

771.  N\'ith  regard  to  these  delays.  extciidinL!'  in 
some  cases  .to  o\'er  a  \"ear.  did  it  eome  to  your 
knowledge  wliethei"  there  was  any  s])e('ial  reason 
to  account  i'oi'  them? — When  thei'e  was  aii  a[)])li- 
cation  for  amended  title,  many  things  had  to  be 
C(nn])lied  with  before  it  was  issued  and  letters  weiH' 
wiitten  complaininii'  of  delay,  but  these  were  ];iil 
one  one  side.  IVom  time  to  tim{\  instead  of  beinii 
attended  to.  That  sti'iick  me  as  beini^  a  ureat  cause 
of  delay. 

77^.  AVere  thci'C  any  causes  over  which  they  had 
no  control  in  conncH'tion  with  these  lonii  delays  ?- 
[n  some  cases,  if  the  suiveyor  was  not   competent, 
delay  miyht  be  caused  in  that  way. 

77.").  To  sucii  an  extent  jis  a  yeai'  ? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

771.  M/\  Mdldii.  What  is  the  position  of  Mr.  van 
licnen  in  the  ollice  now.  does  he  still  liold  the 
position  he  foi'merly  held  y — lie  is  still  first  Assist- 
ant Survey()r-(  ienei'al  and  in  chariji'  of  amended 
titjes. 

77.").  .\nd  notwithstanding'  that,  ihei'c  are  no 
lonu'cr  any  delays? — The  clerical  W(n'k'  is  now  done 
))y  Mr.  Afat thews,  who  was  a])})ointed  in  the  place 
of  Afi".  Maclear.  when  lie  went  on  pcMision. 

77i').  When  Ml*.  Maclear  died  he  was  succeeded 
In   Ml'.  Matthews? — Ves. 

777.  And  there  was  a  mai'ked  im])i'ove]nent 
aftei-  this  chanu'c? — Yes. 

77S.   Mr.  van  IJenen   is  still  lu'ad  of   that  i)i'anch? 


^' 


es. 


771).  Mr.  MoJIi'iio.  Durinu  t  he  t  ime  that  Mi',  van 
II  en  en  was  Act  inji'  Surveyor-General,  only  t  wo  coin- 
])laints  were  made  to  his  oflice  with  regard  to 
amended  titles,  and  in  one  case   it    was  shown  that 
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Mr.       the  surveyor  who  had  made  the  survey  had  left  the 
L,  •_"''^''^-^-  country   and   gone   to  the  Transvaal  ;   he  left  no 
An-,  f,.  i90fi.  address  behind  him,  and  that  caused  the  delay  in 
connection  with   the  amended  title,  trying  to  find 
out  where  this  surveyor  w^as.     Do  you  know  any- 
thing about  that  ? — No. 

780.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  only  tw^o  complaints 
were  made  ? — Officially  ? 

781.  Yes  ? — 1  can  quite  understand  that.  Most 
of  these  applications  for  amended  titles  come 
through  the  local  conveyancers,  and  they  would 
make  complaints  personally  in  every  case. 

782.  Tour  late  chief  was  Mr.  Frank  Molteno? — 
Yes. 

783.  Do  you  know"  that  he  was  consulted  officially 
before  this  change,  before  the  supersession  of  Mr. 
van  Eenen  by  the  Agricultural  Department  ? — No. 

784.  I  will  read  you  Avhat  he  recommended  :  •'  Mr. 
Frank  Molteno,  as  far  as  I  could  gather,  saw  a  good 
deal  to  be  desired  in  the  Surveyor's  office,  but  did 
not  think  it  was  a  case  necessitating  the  superses- 
sion of  Mr.  van  Eenen."  Do  you  agree  with  that 
opinion  ? — No.  I  do  not.  T  think  it  was  a  case  that 
needed  drastic  measures.  Ther(^  is  no  question 
that  the  office  Avanted  reorganizing.  My  personal 
opinion  is.  that  Mr.  van  Eenen  was  not  the  man  to 
reorganize  matters,  he  was  transplanted  too  late, 
he  came  there  as  a  surveyor  from  the  field,  and  he 
was  too  old  to  start  office  work.  That  is  my  per- 
sonal opinion  as  to  the  reason  why  he  w^as  not 
capable  of  doing  the  work. 

785.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  tact,  that  from 
the  time  Mr.  Fuller  was  appointed  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  till  after  the  supers(^ssion  of  Mr.  A^an 
Henen,  he  newer  had  one  InterA'icnv  with  Mr.  A^an 
Eenen  as  to  tlie  reorganization  of  the  office  ? — I 
knoAV  nothing  of  that. 

786.  C]H(i}'in(in.^  With  r(\gard  to  Mr.  Matthews. 
Avho  took  ]\rr.  .Xraclear's  t)lace.  lias  he  been  thei'e 
long?— lie  came  down  wIumi  Ih-itish  Fx^chuanaland 
was  aniiexecL  lie  came  over  from  tlu;  Eechuana- 
land  staff. 
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787.  In  wiiat  ix^sition  was  \\v  ? — <  )ik'  of  the  clci-ks        ^\^- 

ii         (-(  /,  1-  ,.,.  W.  p.  Murray. 

Ill  the  SiU'vcvor-dcMU'Tal  s  ofncc.  _ 

7>sH.    In  tlicaiiUMidcMl  titl(>s  ])ran('h  ? — No  ;  he  had -^"-  '•  ^^^6. 

nothing-   to    do   willi    tliat  :  lie   liad   to    leai'ii    that 

work . 

7}^\).   Was  it  V(M"y  inti'icate  woi'l<  to  U'arn  ? — l"\nrly 

so. 

790.   Was.  it    desii'cdilc  tliat    ^\v.  ^fach^ar  shonhl 

have  remained  tliei-e  to  ti*ain  Mr.  Mattliews  y — Xo. 

I  do  not    tliinlv   so   at    all  :  he  would   be   likely  to 

ti'ain   liini  in   bad   methods.      I    may  mention   that 

Mr.  Matthews,    whenevei'    he    had    any    dillieiilty. 

would    iuvai'iahly   come    ovfr    and   eonsult   either 

myseir  oi*  the  Examiner  of  di?iurains. 

7n[.  Wer(>  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Afaelear  at  the 
otliee  at  the  sam(>  thne  ? — Xo  :  he  took  over  this 
work  after  Mr.  Maclear  left. 

79'^.  Did  you  lind  difficulty  with  Mi-.  Matthews 
in  u'ettinii'  tlu  work  throuuh  on  aeeonnt  of  any 
want  of  exp(M'ienee  or  knowledge  ? — Xo. 

7\K].  So  that  uo  ineonvenienee  was  caused  in  that 
way.  There  was  no  dil'ficulty  in  i^t'ttin^  work 
thi'ou^h  at  once? — Thei-e  was  a  ureat  improvement 
immediately. 

71)4.  Mr.'Olirr,-:  Mr.  Matthews.  \)VU)V  to  his 
ap])ointment.  had  the  lU'chuanaland  amended 
titles? — I  do  not  think  th<\\  have  ever  issued  any 
amended  titles  in  lU'chuanaland.  lie  was  only  in 
the  Surveyoi'-Oeneral's  office  up  there. 

795.  ('/f(U}'ni<ii).^  Whose  selection  was  it  that 
All'.  Matthews  should  succeed  Mr.  Maclear  ?— F  do 
not  know.  I  understood  it  was  Mr.  J>owdeii.  but 
I  cannot  say. 

79{).  Mi\  'l<f(j(j<'i'.^  Is  it  within  your  knoAvledge 
thfit  Mr.  Matthews  was  trained  to  the  woi'k  befoi'c 
he  took  over? — I  undei'sland  that  he  was  not.  1 
(h)  not  think  Mi*.  Ma.clefir  really  could  1  rain  anyone 
for  the  woi'i\.  although  he  had  been  so  lonu  tliei'e. 
He  had  Liot  into  such  a  lax  method  that  I  thiidx 
liis  training'  would  ralhei-  do  hai'in  than  liood. 
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.TT  T^^lr-  ^*^7.  YoiL  think  wlioii  Mr.  Matthews  took  over 

W.P.Murray.  j_i  ji/.  n  -         i        i  i 

the  omce  he  oiiiy  JirKl  sucli  experience  as  any 
All-,  t;.  1900.  ordincU'v  m^ni  eould  pielv  up  ? — Yes.  just  the  same 
as  any  other  man  in  tlie  office.  He  had  the  Act  to 
guide  liini,  and  it  is  very  clear  ;  there  is  very 
little  difficulty  in  interpreting  it. 

798.  It  does  not  require  a  long  apprenticeshi])  to 
k^arn  the  business,  does  it  ? — Oh,  dear  no. 

799.  An  intelligent  man,  accustomed  to  that 
class  of  work,  could  take  it  over  straiulit  awav  ? — 
Yes. 

(SOO.  Chair ituni.']  We  luiderstand  that  Mr.Maclear 
had  practically  no  leave,  as  he  coald  not  he  spared? 
— 1  do  not  know  anything  about  that  :  perhaps  he 
did  not  Avant  leave.  \  should  not  think  Govei'n- 
ment  would  c^ver  refuse  a  man  leaA^e  if  he  had  been 
any  lengtli  of  time  in  the  Service. 

Ml-.  (Innei)!  Foster,  examined. 

801.  Chair  man.]  AVhat  is  your  business? — lam 
an  attorney. 

802.  In  Avhose  office  ? — 1  am  a  partner  in  the  tirm 
ol"  Messrs.  Findlay  ct  Tail. 

8(>:).  With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  affairs  in 
the  Surveyor-CieneraTs  Office,  with  whicli  you  come 
into  contact,  will  you  make  a  statement  for  the 
information  of  the  (\)mmitt(^e  as  to  anything  you 
know  ? — With  regard  to  the  })etition  ? 

804.  AVitli  regard  to  the  conduct  of  affairs,  not 
exactly  with  regard  to  the  petition.  What  is  your 
experience,  as  a  busini^ss  man,  within  the  last  year 
or  two? — 1  should  say  that  Avithin  the  last  six 
months  there  has  been  an  impi'ovement.  Prior  to 
that  ^Ni^,  liad  considerable  troubk'  with  the  Survey or- 
(Jeneral's  Office  in  getting  matters  attended  to  with 
promptitude  :  in  fact,  they  w(>re  not  attended  to 
with  ])r(miptitude,  and  we  had  to  make  complaints 
to  the  Secretary  t'o)-  Agriculture^  al)()ut  the  way 
things  were  done  tbere.  !  may  (pK^te  one  case  in 
])articular  wiiere  we  a])i)lie(l  I'oi'  an  amended  title. 
1lie    a})])licatio7i    was    sent    in    to    tbe    Surveyor- 


Mr. 

C.    Foster. 

An--.  (;.  190(;. 
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Gcnoi-MTs  Oniccoii  ilic  12tli  of  S('])tr]iih(>r.  V.)0  1.  ;m(l 
wcdid  not  uvl  an  acknow  Icilmiicnt  till  the  ,V7lli, 
111  tlic  meant  iiiic.  of  course,  we  wc^ro  under  the  ■^' 
iiii])ression  tlial  tlie  |)a[)ei's  wei'e  heiiiL: cxaniinetl 
with  a  vi(»\v  to  notici'  beini:  ])iil)lisheil  in  the 
(jazrttc.  in  tei'ins  of  the  Act.  (JO  days"  iiotie*^  has 
to  be  iz'iven.  Ai'tei'  I'ejx'aled  reminders,  and  so  on. 
we  repoi'ted  llie  maitei-  to  the  Ai^i'ieultural  Depart- 
ment. 

So.").  \\'ith  wjiat  I'esull  ? — W r  uot  an  aeknow- 
led^'ment  From  the  ALiricultiirai  J)e})artment.  and 
Ave  were  told  that  the  matter  would  receive  atleii- 
tion.  After  tlud,  ste[)s  were  taken  to  issue  title  in 
terms  of  the  Act. 

(S()().  Mf.  J(t(i(irr.~\  As  a  matter  of  fact,  tliere  Avas 
a  Ljood  bit  of  delay  at  one  tinn\,  was  there  not  .' — 
Tes.  a  liood  deal  of  (h'lay. 

807.  ]L()w  lonii  would  it  extend  ovei'  in  your 
experience? — We  did  not  <4(^t  tlu*  titU'  1)ack  till 
March.  It  mii^ht  lie  a  dela\'  of  four.  live,  or  some- 
times six  and  iiiiu^  montlis.  In  one  case  it  was 
nearly  a  year  before  we  uot  the  aiiKMided  title. 

SOS.  AVhat  was  the  reason  oi'  that  delay  .' — It 
seemed  to  me  that  the  stalV  liad  iirown  too  old  ; 
you  could  (h)  nothing  to  move  tliem  :  they  went 
alonu  in  a  ha])p\-ao  lucky  fashion.  "^I'liey  did  not 
trouble  about  the  matter  at  all  unless  you  pciiiiXMl 
away  at  them  constantly,  and  there  were  long 
dela\s. 

sol).  Mr.  Mdhii).  Who  was  in  chai;ue  .^— I'he 
Survevoi'A J(>nei'al  was  iii  charae  :  he  was  llu^ 
responsible  ollicer. 

510.  Mr.  ./(t(|(|l^.^^  AVho  was  in  (har^e  of  tlie 
amended  titles? — Mr.  Maclear  was  in  charui  of 
them.  ))iit  we  had  to  com])lain  about  othei- matters. 

511.  i^oyou  thiid\  t he  discit)line  wa^  sonu^what 
lax  ? — Decidedly  it  was  lax. 

<S12.  Was  not  there  })roper  ov(M'siLj'hi  ? — !  am 
afraid  not.  These  nuMi  liad  been  there  for  }-ears 
and  there  x'cmed  to  be  a  fea]'  t()  disturb  them  at 
all. 


Mr. 


>Lcr. 
I'.t')f, 


124    >II\T  TES    OF    KN  IDEXCK    TAKEX    UP^FOI^E    THE    SELECT 

Mr.  ^i3_  j\iy^    Malati.']      What  opportunity  had  you 

-°-  ^^'    for  judging  ? — I  was  in   charge  of  this  particuhir 
Axxii.  (>,  1900. -bi-.^iich  of  work. 

814.  AYhat  was  the  nature  of  the  laxity  that  you 
noticed  ? — Things  were  repeatedly  delayed. 

815.  What  were  your  difficulties  in  connection 
with  the  office  ? — There  were  other  things  too  ;  I 
have  quoted  one  glaring  instance  where  we  had  to 
coniphiin. 

8H3.  You  gave  us  one  case  of  an  amended  title, 
were  there  other  cases  of  the  same  kind  ? — Y^es. 

817.  Do  you  have  connection  with  the  Survey or- 
GeneraTs  Office  in  other  branches  also  ? — Yes,  such 
as  the  granting  of  mineral  leases,  the  amending 
of  ])erson's  names  in  deeds  and  so  on.  In  one  case 
it  took  thre(^  months  to  get  a  man's  name  amended 
in  a  title  :  an  alteration  was  re([uired. 

818.  AYasthat  in  the  Surveyoi'-GeneraVs  Office  or 
tlie  Deeds  Office  ? — In  the  Survevor-Oeneral's 
Office. 

819.  Who  was  the  cause  of  that  delay  :  was  it 
not  on  the  part  of  the  attorneys  ? — Oh  dear  no. 
What  can  the  attorneys  do  ?  They  apply  for  an 
amended  title,  and  thc^v  get  no  acknowledgment 
to  start  witli  for  three  or  fotir  Aveoks. 

8'^().  Was  everytlnng  in  order  on  the  attorneys' 
part  ? — Y^es.  as  far  as  we  know,  there  were  no 
quei-if^s  at  all. 

821.  AYlien  was  this  case  about  the  aheration  of 
the  name  ? — 1  cannot  give  yoti  the  date.  It  was 
prior  to  this. 

822.  How  long  Avas  it? — Six  months  or  a  year. 
82.').  Oan  you  k't  us  have  the  date? — 1  think  so. 

I  can  get  it  at  the  office. 

824.'  Would  it  ])e  a])out  the  end  of  190;]  ?— About 
til  at  time. 

825.  ^riiat  is  to  say  wiien  (^a])t.  Jitrisch  was  still 
SurA'cvor-General  ? — -Yes.  he  Avas  Sui-AX^yor-General 
at  this  ])articular  ])ei'i()d.  I  remember  it  distinctly. 

82(».  \\)\\  say  that  lately  tberc^  has  been  a  great 
impi'o Yemeni    as    regards    Ww    issue    of    amended 
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titles  ? — I  Avould  not  say  with  rcnard  to   the   issii<^        ^}i- 
of    a\n(Mi(Io(l    titles    only.    ])iit    tliei'e   li;is    hern    an  ".^  ^'' 

inipi'ovenu'ut  in  tlu^  (^tlice.  '^''-  '•  '■"^^• 

cS'^7.  Mr.  J(i(j(i('r.\  Ixiulit  through  the  olliee  .' — I 
should  imaniiie  so. 

?^'^'!>.  Mr.  Mdhn).]  With  i-e^ai'd  to  the  amended 
titles,  lias  there  hecMi  an  ini])i'Ovenient  .•' — We  have 
not  had  any  amended  titles  reeently.  In  tlu- 
Avoi'kinn'  of  the  oilitn^  HcMierally.  thei'e  ha>  hern 
an   im])i'ovement   latterly. 

8'il).  Mr.  M()/f('//().]  I  low  lonu'  have  you  been 
wo?-l\'nu  with  the  Sui'veyor-(  JeneralV  ( )niee  r — 
^^inee  tlu^  end  of   U)()(). 

8.')0.  At  that  time,  wei'c^  things  had? — Thcv  were 
bad. 

Sol.  And  th(\v  eontiiiued  like  that.- — Ves.  they 
continued  bad. 

KxL  AVere  they  any  worse  durini^  the  time  that 
^iv.  van  Tienen  was  aetiiiLi  Sur\ cyoi'-Cienei'al  ? — 
Xo.  [  should  not  say  they  weie. 

8:),').  Did  thf'N'  im])rove  while  lu'  was  aetinu;  ? — 
No. 

8.")1.  You  know  that  at  the  time  he  was  aetini^. 
thei'e  was  nobody  to  do  the  work  of  ('a])t.  .luriseh  : 
he  was  away,  and  then  be  died,  and  no  fresh 
person  wa--  Ljivcn  to  assist  ? — I  do  not  thiidv  anyone 
was  ])ut  into  tlic  olliee. 

S.T).  M/\  Mdloii.^  Tiu>  whole  of  the  land  grants 
and  the  amended  titles  had  to  ^o  throu.oh  the 
Aizricultural  I)e])ait  nient.  and  they  wc^i'e  sent  from 
thei'e  to  the  Su!-veyor(  Jeneral's  l)e})artment  ? — 
.Vftei-  the  pajXM's  jiad  been  examined,  but  llie 
delay  took  ])laee  durinLi'  I  he  {)iM'io(l  of  examination 
in  the  Su!'veyor-(  jienera  Is  ()ni(*e. 

8;)(J.    Vol!  Iviiow  that  was  the  system  ? — V(>s. 

81)7.  Tiiat  s\stem  has  been  all(^red.  lia>  it  not  .-' — 
Ves. 

8;)8.  Is  the  altei'alion  satisfactory? — I  eei'tainlv 
tlnnk  so. 

8:)1).    You  appi'ove  of  it  ? — (,)uite. 
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c  Foster         ^^^-  ^^    avoids    a    certain    amount   of    circum- 
—        locution  ? — A  great  deal. 

841.  And  that  in  itself  would  account  to  a 
certain  extent  for  the  more  expeditious  way  in 
which  the  work  is  carried  on  now,  would  it  not  ? — 
IT  J)  to  the  time  that  the  title  is  actually  given 
there  must  be  a  saving  of  a  month  at  least,  but  1 
speak  more  particularly  about  the  period  inter- 
vening between  the  date  of  your  application  and 
when  the  j)apers  are  actually  prepared  for  the 
Governor's  signature.  All  that  takes  place  in  the 
Surveyor- General's  Office. 

842.  The  general  working  of  the  office  would  of 
course  be  improved  on  account  of  the  alteration  ? — 
Yes. 

848.  3I?\  J  agger.  ]  You  still  come  in  contact  with 
the  Surveyor-General's  Office,  as  before  ? — Yes. 

844.  Is  it  your  impression  that  the  office  has 
very  much  improved  ? — It  has  decidedly  ;  there  is 
more  go  in  the  place. 

845.  And  things  are  better  looked  after? — Yes, 
there  is  more  expedition. 

846.  As  regards  the  Dutch  language,  do  you  con- 
sider a  knowledge  of  Dutch  essential  for  the 
Surveyor-General  himself  ? — I  do  not  see  what  use 
it  would  ])e  to  him. 

847.  \Yould  it  not  be  useful  in  the  reading  of  old 
titles,  and  so  on  ? — The  Surveyor- General  can 
always  have  a  clerlv  with  a  knowledge  of  J)utch 
in  the  office.  He  would  not  himself  go  through 
old  titles :  he  would  go  on  the  reports  of  his 
subordinates. 

848.  Tliese  titles  are  examined  ])y  a  subordinate 
officer? — Yes;  and  the  Surveyor-CJeniu-al  frames 
his  reconFiiuMidritions. 

81!).  Ml-.  M(i!(in.\  ('li(4its  coming  from  outside 
won  id  go  to  an  attorriev.  would  tliey  not? — Yes, 
or  to  tlie  olUcc  dinn't. 
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S50.  So  it  is  an  cidvantai^e  to  the  attorncvs  if  the     ,,  ^,'''- 

o(  /\  11  1  i\      j^    1  '  1  *  •  totter. 

hui'veyor-deiioral    does   not   know    Dutch   as   tlio 

client  would  liave  to  come  to  an   attorney  lirst? — "^"^^  *'•  ^''**^''' 

Not    necessarily.      Mr.    lirink    of    the    Sui'veyor- 

General's  Office  knows  J)utch  thorou<>hly,   and  he 

is  a  very  useful  officifd.     There  are   othei's  besides 

him  who  would  be  equally  useful. 


Monday,  13th  A  iigust,  1906. 


PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Oats  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Jagii^er. 
Mr.  Malan. 
Mr.  Molteno. 


Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Maasdor}). 


Mr. 
.  Ti 

Au^r.  13,  l'JU«, 


Mr.   William  Hammond  Tooke,  examined. 

h51.  Chairman.]  You    were    formerly    Assistant  w. n^Tooke 
Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture,  and  have  retired 
on  pension  f — Yes. 

85:2.  Yon  made  a  written  statement  to  Mr.  Fuller, 
th(>  Secretary  for  Aijjricultnre,  with  reference  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  van  Ivcnen  '. — Yes.  At  the  meetinijj  of 
tlie  last  Select  ('ommitte(\  when  this  matter  was 
under  consideration,  I  r(\oret  that  by  an  oversiizht 
it  escaped  my  memory  for  the  time  beinij;". 

s5;].  Did  you  writ(>  that  statement  '. — ^'es,  I  wrote 
it,  but  I  ha\('  not  uot  a  copy,  oi"  else  1  could  have 
{)r()(huH'(l  it. 

sf)!.  Ifax'e  you  obtained  a  copy  since  f — Since 
then.  Col.  ('rewe  ieid   nie  the  orioinal. 

S;;.").   Was  tlie  original  in  your  own  band-wj'it in^  '. 

It  was  typewritten,  and  si-jned  by  myself.  'I'his 
is  a  copw  wliicb,  1  belie\-e  is  coi'i'ect.  Col.  Crewe. 
as  I  saw  lent  me  tbe  oi'iiiinal,  and  I  had  a^  copy 
made. 
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Mf-  856.  Where  did  Col.  Crewe  get  the  original  from? 

^00  e. — ji^^i  I  could  not  say.     The  Minister,  Mr.  Fuller, 
Aug.  13,  i90(;.  ^vas  awa)'  at  the  time,  and  Col.  Crewe  w^as  acting. 

857.  Mr.  Jarjcfer.]  Is  the  original  here '( — I  cannot 
say. 

858.  J/r.  Malan^  A¥hen  did  Col.  Crewe,  who  was 
then  the  Acting  Minister  for  Agriculture,  hand 
you  the  original  copy  of  the  memorandum  which 
you  submitted  to  Mr.  Fuller  with  regard  to  the  ap- 
])ointment  of  the  Surveyor-General^ — I  think  it 
was  at  the  q\\([  of  July,  1905.  He  called  me  to  ac- 
count for  not  having  produced  this  memorandum 
at  my  examination  before  the  Select  Committee 
last  Session,  and  I  can  only  regret  that  I  omitted 
to  mention  it :  it  was  a  mistake  on  my  part,  but  I 
could  not  produce  it  as  1  had  not  got  it,  and  I  had 
no  copy  then.  I  wrote  an  explanation  for  the 
Minister,  which  I  have  here.  It  is  not  the  whole 
memorandum,  because  there  were  other  matters 
which  he  called  me  to  account  for,  but  this  was  one 
of  them.  This  is  dated  T8th  July,  1905  :  "  My  evi- 
dence 1)efore  the  Select  Committee  on  Mr.  van 
Kenen's  case  T  am  told  is  in  conflict  with  a 
memorandum  that  I  furnished  to  Mr.  Fuller  in  De- 
cemher  last."  I  said  I)eceml)er,  but  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  was  correct  in  saying  that.  I  believe  it  A\as 
November,  but  it  was  after  my  interview  with  Mr. 
Fran]\  Molteno,  I  think  on  the  same  day,  or  per- 
haps the  following  day.  I  do  not  know  wlien  that 
took  ])lace.  '-The  history  of  this  memorandum  is 
as  follows  :  On  mv  taking  over  the  office  from  Mr. 
Currey.  I  found  that  the  Ministry  had  decided  not 
to  confirm  Mr.  van  Kenen  in  thi^  ])ost  of  Surv(\vor- 
Ceneral,  and  the  question  as  to  who  should  l)e  the 
new  Surv(\\()r-G(nieral  was  discusstul  by  Mr.  Fuller 
and  nivs(^lf.  1  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  as  far  as 
1  knew.  w(^  could  not  gen  a  better  man  than  Mr. 
l)()wden.  My.  Fuller  sul)se(|uentl\-  a.sked  me  to 
tak'e  Ml".  Molteno's  ()i)inion  on  the  whoU^  mattei". 
Mr.  Molteno,  as  stated  in  my  evidence,  said  that  he 
did  not  c()nsid(>r  the  case  to  warrant  Mr.  van  Kenen 
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beiiiii'  ])ass<-il  ovi^v.       I  rcnorteil  this  to  Mi'.  FulU'i',         ^^r. 

1.1  11  ,  .1  11  •  .  ,  •  \\  .  H.  Tooke. 

who  tlu'ii  a>laMi  inc  (o  sum  up  llir  whole  situation. 
^nd  to  {fhicf  on  record  any  reconiineiKhitions  in  a  Anjr.  1:5.  lyo^. 
inenjorandtiin.  and  that  is  the  nienioranduin  in 
question.  In  it  1  set  forth  ihv  pi'os  and  cons  of 
Mr.  van  lieiu'u's  case,  and  there  I  left  it  without 
t'Xpi'essiML;  an  opinion,  which  seeiuLi  the  (h'cision 
arrived,  at  \u  respt'ct  of  him.  was  nnnecessary.  I 
lh(^n  discussed  tiie  other  gentlemen  nientione(h  and 
conchnled  with  recommendinu  Mr.  I^)OW(kMi- -bnt 
on  tlie  assumption  that  Mr.  vr.n  IJenen  was  o'oinu" 
to  resiizn.  ■■  Perhaps  my  nieaniuLi'  mii>ht  ha\'e  been 
a  little  cleai'cr  it'  1  had  saifL  •"  assuniinn  Mr.  van 
JJenen  would  n^siiin,""  instead  of.  "'  [  assume  Mr. 
van  henen  wonld  resign.""  in  my  final  parauraph." 
I  wouhl  like  to  say  here,  that  what  I  meant  to 
say  was.  I  assitmed  thfit  Mr.  v;in  !ienen"s  case  was 
practically  disjjosed  of.  ••  Seeiim  that  my 
niemoi'andiim  was  as  l)e}"()i'e  stfited  based 
on  the  nnderstandinu  th»it  the  Ministry 
had  determined  not  to  conlirm  ]\1  r.  van 
IJenen  a<  Sur\-eyor-()eneral.  I  resp(>ctfnlly  submit 
that  in  liie  memoraiKbim  therefore  tlu'rc  is  nothing 
(M)ntr;iry  to  my  statement  tli;it  J  did  not  recom- 
mend Mr.  van  lu'U.'u's  >uperse>sion.  'riie  Minister 
asks  wli\-  I  did  not  meiilion  this  memorandnm  in 
ni\'  evid(Mice.  addinu  thai  if  tliey  had  seen  it  the 
Committee  miiiiii  luive  I'eported  differently.  Very 
probaltlv  ibey  would,  as  docnmentai'y  exideiice  is 
alw;iy.^  tlie  i.Mo>i  con vincini:'.  lait  T  was  nnable  to 
])ro(hiC''  it  ii'V  tlie  sim])l(>  I'easoii  th;it  1  hnd  not  i^ot 
it,  ;'jid  did  not  jv.iiow  wliere  it  was.  Had  1  becui 
asN'ed.  !  -lioulil  !i;i\'i'  s;iid  !h;il  F  believed  Mr.  I-^ulku" 
had  it.  'I'o  lia\'(^  nieindy  referred  to  il  would  not 
ha\'e  tMken  the  maHer  \i:ry  fai',  as  it  awis  nol  \('vy 
material  whether  my  adx'ice  to  ^Ir.  Fuller  was 
uix'en  orally  or  in  writing".  Not withstandiuLi".  it 
was  my  intention  io  mention  it.  and  1  regret  that 
inadvertenl  1\'  I  omitted  to  do  so.  J!  is  not  easy  to 
iii\-e  ex'idence  liefoi'e    ;i     Seli'ct     ('ommiltee,    and    T 
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Mr.       must  say  that  I  was  extremely  taken  aback  b}^  the 

L_°°  ^'charge  suddenly  sprung  on  me  by  the  Chairman 

Aug.ia.iiHx;.  that  I  or  Mr.  Fuller  had  suggested  to  Mr.  van  llenen 

that  he  should  o])tain  a  medical  certificate  under 

false  pretences." 

859.  Chairman.^  TJiat  is  your  statement  { — That 
is  the  statement  I  made  to  the  Minister. 

860.  Had  the  Minister  sent  you  a  copy  of  what 
you  wrote  on  the  subject  .^ — He  lent  me  the  original, 
and  I  had  it  copied  out. 

861.  Was  the  originpj  signed  by  you  "i — Yes,  I  be- 
lieve so,  but  it  Avas  not  (hited.     It  was  signed  by  me. 

862.  You  handed  it  to  Mr.  Fuller  before  he  went 
to  England  .' — Yes.  I  ])elieve  it  was  given  him  al- 
most immediately  after  my  interview  with  Mr. 
Frank  Molten o. 

863.  Mr.  J  agger.']  Why  was  it  not  dated  '. — It  was 
quite  an  inadvertence. 

\^T/ie  ())-i<jhi(d  hji)f')criii(^i}  doctiment  ircts  here 
cx'Jnbited  bij  the   (JtKiirnutii.] 

864.  Chairman.']  This  is  your  signature  ''. — Yes. 

865.  You  say  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Fuller  immedi- 
ately after  your  interview  with  Mr.  Frank  Molteno  ? 
— About  the  end  of  November. 

866.  Mr.  Oliver r\  It  was  before  Mr.  Fuller  left  for 
England  ? — Yes.  I  am  sure  of  that.  I  handed  it 
to  Mr.  Fuller. 

867.  Chairman^\  I  will  read  this  original  docu- 
ment addressed  to  the  Minister  (reading  the  same). 
At  that  time  was  Capt.  Turisch  dead  ? — Yes.  I 
should  just  lilvc  to  say  tliat  my  recommendations 
in  that  Minute  were  solely  as  to  nominating  Capt. 
.lurisch's  successoi'.  Icoiisideredthat  the(piestionof 
Mr.  van  iJenen  liad  already  been  decided  by  the 
Minister.  I  have  a  memoranckun  here  which  I 
wrote  for  this  Committe(\  as  follows:  "The  state- 
ment that  any  memo   of  Nov(mil)er  or   I)ecend)er, 

1904,  does  not  correspond  with  my  evidence  Ix^fore 
the  Select  Committee  is  as  I  have  endeavcnired  to 
show  in  my  menu)  to  Ch)V(M'nment,  dated  18th  July, 

1905,  l)as(Mi  on  an  entire  misap])r(diension  of  the  cir- 
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€umstaiK't's  under  which  it  was  Avritlen.  aiul  a  mis-         >ir. 

•     4  *     .  •  i-    ■  4  •  V  i  4  •  I  •   ]     T   \\ .  1 1 .    1  ooke, 

interpretation  of  its  nieanmii-.  At  no  time  (lid  1 
ever  reeommend  Mr.  van  llenen's  sa}H'rsession  t'oi- ^ "-•'•'■  i''"^' 
the  simple  I'eason  that  Mr.  C'nrrev  tohl  me  before 
his  leavinii  for  Ijiiiland  in  the  Ix'^inniim  of  >yo\'eni- 
her.  11)04.  that  il  had  already  been  decided  on-  and 
his  evi(h'ncc  before  the  (''ommittee  sliows  that  it 
had  alreadx-  l)een  discussed  unfavourably  to  ^Iv. 
van  IJeut'ii.  \or  was  I  an.xious  to  ()])trude  my  ad- 
vice on  I  he  point,  because  il  seemed  to  me  a  diiri- 
cult  (piestion  lo  deci(h'.  Wliile  I  thinic  no  one  can 
be  blamed  for  (h'cidin<i'  that  he  should  be  jiassed 
o\'er  in  appointinu'  the  Surveyor-General,  there 
was.  on  I  he  other  liand,  a  uood  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  allowino-  him  to  continue"  for  .-ome  time 
longer  as  ActiuL!  Sui'veyor-General — on  trial — with 
a  full  sta, ff.  which  hitherto  he  had  not  had.  My 
o])inion  fis  to  Mr.  liowdeii  1  have  never  altered, 
nanitdy.  that  he  was  ;in  excellent  oihce  m;in — one 
of  the  be^l  thai  we  liad  had  ;iny  dealiiiLi's  with.  I 
could  not  juduc  of  his  prolessional  acijuirements, 
nor  coinpai'c  him  with  others  whom  I  (iid  not 
know,  but  a<  fai'  as  my  knowledii'e  and  judiiinent 
went,  he  was  as  an  oflice-man  exceptionally 
capable.  If  1  may  pi'esunKMo  say  so.  1  tlioULiht  tlu^ 
(h)\-erii!neiit  !i;id  ma(h'  an  honest  and  successful 
attempt  to  make  the  be.-t  appointment  ])ossil)le. 
AVith  I'cLiMrd  to  th<'  intervi'-w  with  Mr.  van 
Renen  about  his  sick  leave.  T  should  like  to  add  to 
what  I  h;i\'e  ^aid  befoi'e  the  Select  ('ommiltee  that 
not  onI\-  (bd  Mr.  l^'uller  tell  me  that  he  understood 
that  Mr.  \an  Kenen  was  ill  fi'om  nei'\'ous  bi'eak- 
down.  but  r  he;ird  so  fi'om  aiiotb.er  soiii-cr.  I  be- 
rie\'e.  Ml-,  (iui'ney.  I  therefore  simi;l\-  wciil  to  tell 
him  \vli;!t  I  ha\"e  often  had  to  Icll  ck'v!;s  in  the 
oHice.  !!;iiiiely.  that  ihey  could  liavc  Ivaxe  if  they 
showed  a  medical  cei't  ilic;ite.  1)111  tin-  i-^  the  lii'st 
lime  th;i;  --uch  a,  c()nst  I'uct  ion  ha^  been  oui  on  <uch 
an  obsi'!'\'al  ion,  and  I  (h)  not  for  a  m-ciK.;);  thinl\ 
lh-"(I  Mr.  wMi  b'eneii  l)elie\'es  in  il  hiiii-elf.  l!  wa< 
just  ;i  i>;'!id;;nt  remnrk  which  1  did  uhi  t|iiid<  my- 
self called   !>p<ni  to  ill )i  ice." 
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Mr.  868.  How  could  this  copy  have  been  sent  to  you 

■/°°  ^'by  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  Mr.  Fuller's  absence? 
A-ug.  13. 1906 — He  was  actino-  for  Mr.  Fuller  during  his  absence. 
He  called  me  up  and  orave  it  me. 

869.  Mr.  Oliver.]  When  did  Mr.  Fuller  return. 
Had  he  returned  by  that  time? — No.  That  was  in 
July. 

870.  ('hairiiian.\  You  acknowledge  that  this 
document  was  written  by  you  and  handed  to  Mr. 
Fuller  before  he  w^ent  Home? — Yes. 

871.  AVhen  did  you  receive  that  written  copy 
from  Col.  Crewe? — It  must  have  ])een  the  16th  or 
17th  of  July,  ]90'5,  because  as  soon  as  I  oot  it,  I  had 
a  co})y  made,  and  then  I  wrote  my  mcunorandum 
on  it. 

872.  Mr.  Maasdorp.'^  Xiiei  ihe  inquiry  here? — 
Yes. 

87;].  Mr.  .Iafiner.~]  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
delay  '. — It  was  l)rought  up  before  me  on  the  occa- 
sion of  my  beinij;'  |)laced  on  pension.  It  was 
l)rou^ht  u]).  I  take  it,  as  a  reflection  upon  me,  to 
my  detrinuMit  in  the  assessment  of  my  pension, 
but  after  that,  I  ,i>ot  a  letter  thanlvino'  me  for  my 
services,  so  that  1  considered  my  ex])lanation  had 
been  acce])ted  l)y  the  Minister. 

874.  Chaifraan.']  Coidd  it  have  been  possil)le  that 
therc^  w(MX'  two  co])ies  of  this  tyiiewritten  letter  of 
yours? — No.  T  tliin]\  not.  The  clerk  in  the  otfice 
has  standing'  instructions  to  mal\e  all  my  memo- 
anda  in  duplicate,  so  that  I  can  keei)  a  copy,  but  in 
this  case  I  did  not  discovei'  till  1  handed  it  in  that 
he  had  omitted  to  do  so.  I  was  veiy  overworked 
at  the  lime.  aiKi  [  ((iiit(^  admit  tlia!  T  should  have 
had  it  (bdiMl. 

87i3.  Yon  do  not  deny  that  anotlier  cop>'  may 
hav(^  existe(i  i — I  conld  not  demy  il,  l)(^canse  1  have 
s(Mm  one  just  now.  I  do  not  Ivnow  who  madc^  tliat 
coi)\',  or  when  it  was  ma(l(\ 

H7().  Mr.  ■hi(j(t"r?\^  1  do  not  see  how  you  can  l»ut 
achnil.  fi-adinu'  Cnat  Minnie  of  yours,  tliat  a.ny(me 
would   I'eua.rd   il  as  beinu'    advice    lo    ap]X)inl    Mr. 
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Bowdou  and  supersede  Mr.  \an  ReiuMi  '.  —  T  should         m^. 
like  to   remark   tliat    it   was  decided   that   Mr.  van 
Jieueu  was  not  to  he  appointed.     T  cousi(h'red  that  ■'^"^-  '•*  '''*^'^ 
the  hest  man  to  ap])()int  was  Mr.  Bowdtui,  and  that 
Avas  cleai'  all  throuoii. 

bll.  Why  did  not  you  lay  that  down  in  the 
]\Iiniite  f — r  should  ha\o  done  so.  hut  J  considered 
that  T  was  placinu'  the  pros  and  cons  hefore  ]Mi'. 
Fuller,  no!  loi'  in\-selt'.  a.)id  then  I  oave  my  recom- 
mendation as  to  ilie  a])pointment  of  a  new  man. 

">7^.  i'hainiurn.  \ ow  know  that  ^\y.  ("urreyhad 
said  thiat  Mr.  \'an  IJenen  was  not  tlie  ])i'o])ei'  man 
for  the  |)()st  '.  —  Ves.  I  (pute  understo(Kl  that  was 
finally  .settled. 

879.   And  that     Mr.    Currey    had    j'eccjmmendcd 
that  Mr.  \'an   Uenen  should  not  hfive  the  a])point 
ment  ' — I  do  not  think  Mr.  Currey  told  me  that  he 
had  reconimencU'd  it,  hut  he  said  dehnitely  that  it 
liad  heen  (UnMchul  on  just  hefore  he  left. 

^■"0.  Was  thei'e  any  demurriuii  on  his  ])art  '—  \o; 
he  heoan  lallxini^  al)Out  tlu^  man  he  would  a])])oint 
in  his  place. 

s^l.  Of  \'oui'  own  knowlediie.  you  did  not  know 
youi'^elf  I  hat  Mr.  Currey  had  recommcuuhMl  the 
Minister  not  to  appoint  Mi'.  \"an  henen'-No;  1 
cannot  sa\'  1  knew  it  posit i\'ely.  hut  I  inferred  it 
from  Mr.  ( 'ui'i'ey. 

'^^L^  \"ou  did  not  l^now  it  ])ositively.  l)Ut  it  was 
youi'  opinion  that  he  had  done  so  [-  \'es.  T  in- 
hu'red  it,  and  that  is  confii'med  hy  Mr.  ( 'uri'eyV  own 
evidence. 

^'^o.  Mr.  Mn(isil()ri>.\  It  apptsirs  to  me  from  this 
Minute  tlia.t  you  H'dw  some  ad\'ici\  1'his  nu^noi'an 
dum  of  youi's  heai's  that  const I'uction.  that  it  was 
wi'itten  in  the  foiMU  of  ad\ice.  h(>cause  hei'e  you  say 
<listinct]y.  ""  it  may  he  (h)uhted  whetiier  he  has 
(jualiticat  ions  which  enable  him  to  maintain  dis- 
cipline in  a  lariic  otllce  "" '-  ^'es.  hut  I  <ay  in  the 
next  para'ii'aph  that  there  mu>t  \)v  \'ery  stronii' 
reasons.  My  woi'ds  are  •■  at  the  ^ame  t  ime  it  would 
he  admitted    to   he  a   sei'ious   s!(M>  to   l)kice  an\one 
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*^£;       over  his  head,  unless  there  were  strong  reasons  to 

■    _  °°  ^'  advance  in  support  of  such  a  course."     Mr.  Molteno 

Aug.  13, 1906.  Jia(j  been  consulted,  and  there  I  left  it.     That  was 

rather  against  superseding  Mr.  van  Eenen  than  the 

other  way. 

884.  Would  this  first  part  not  bias  the  Minister  ? 
— I  daresay.  I  did  not  want  to  discuss  it.  I 
thought  he  had  already  decided. 

885.  Mr.  Jagger.']  But  you  have  discussed  it  in 
the  first  part  ? — Mr.  Fuller  asked  me  to  put  down 
the  pros  and  cons  for  him. 

886.  Chairman?^  You  say,  "  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  he  has  qualifications  which  enable  him  to 
maintain  discipline  in  a  large  office."  That  doubt 
was  a  matter  of  common  feeling,  and  you  referred 
to  it? — I  did  not  think  he  was  quite  satisfactory. 

887.  Then  you  go  on  to  say,  "  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  admitted  to  be  a  serious  step  to  place 
anyone  over  his  head  unless  there  were  strong 
reasons  to  advance  in  support  of  such  a  course." 
Would  not  you  consider  inability  to  maintain  dis- 
cipline in  a  large  office  and  give  satisfaction  in 
dealing  with  the  public,  strong  reasons  ?  -I  felt  all 
through  that  it  was  a  very  difficult  question  to  de- 
cide. I  did  not  want  to  decide  it,  and  I  was  very 
glad  that  the  decision  did  not  come  upon  me,  be- 
cause I  was  not  anxious  to  make  a  decision. 

888.  AVith  regard  to  Mr.  Molteno,  he  agrees  with 
you  that  unless  there  were  strong  reasons  to  ad- 
vance in  support  of  such  a  course,  he  could  not 
name  any  surveyor  so  distinguished  above  the 
others  for  his  exceptional  qualities? — Yes. 

889.  Tie  did  not  say  there  Avere  no  such  strong 
reasons? — There  vras  a  general  im])ression  abroad, 
T  think,  that  the  Surveyor-General's  Office  was  not 
giving  satisfaction. 

890.  .1/r.  Malan?\  This  general  dissatisfaction 
that  you  s]K^ak  of,  was  that  as  regards  the  working 
of  the  office,  the  delays,  or  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  men  in  the  office,  not  keeping  pro])er 
hours,  and  so  on? — I  really  cannot  speak  from  my 
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own  kiiowiedoe,  i)Ul    I   think  wiioro  tlu'  })ublic  frli         Mr 

•,  -.i  11  111  -lii-  ,\\.H.  Tookci 

it  was  111  tlu"  (h'lay,  and  llu\\'  niiizht  oi  course  al  _ 

tribute  the  (lehiy  to  a  want  of  (lisci])line,  but  J   do  au-.  i;?. moo 
not  sa\"  that  was  the  case. 

.  .^91.  \\  luMi  yon  said  "  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
Ire  has  (|ualificali()ns  which  enable  him  to  maintain 
disci])line  in  a  larue  oHice  and  uive  satisfactiou  in 
(h'abiiL;  with  the  |)ul)bc."'  had  you  uo  specific  facts 
liefore  your  mind  .' — No,  I  liad  no  sjx^ciiic  facts  l)e- 
fore  my  mind. 

>i)i'.  Mow  do  you  explain  tliis  sentence,  tluMi  ? 
—  I  had  an  idea  tliat  Mr.  \'an  Jieneu  wais  not  so  keen 
as  h^'  ux^d  to  be.  or  rath_er  not  (|uite  so  t^neruetic 
li'encrally ;  then'  are  always  a  lot  of  little  circum- 
stances, cumulative  evidence.  ])ut  you  cannot 
s})ecif\-  any  particular  facts  of  wroni>'  doinc^. 

■^9;).  Last  yo'dv  I\lr.  danuer  put  to  you  this  ques- 
tion (Xo.  570),  ■'  V/as  tliere  any  complaint  about  dis- 
ciplin(\  laxit\-  of  discii)line — the  men  not  keepino' 
the  ])ro])er  hours, ""  and  you  said  "  Xo  "  f — I  never 
heard  of  it. 

^94.  How  do  yon  I'econcile  your  answer  here 
with  yonr  statement  in  this  memorandum  ' — I  said 
just  now  tliat  tlie  public  liad  felt  the  delay,  and 
the\"  may  ha\'e  attributed  it  to  that,  but  I  do  not 
know. 

'^l).").  ^'on  sa.w  the  (^\idenc(^  of  last  year  about  the 
dela\"s  (No.  ?)7\)  :  "  It  has  been  put  in  evidence  be- 
fore ns  tliat  Mr.  \-an  Renen  was  viM'y  much  handi- 
capped by  men  beiiiLj  away — two  on  lono-  leave,  and 
foni'  on  ^ick  leave,"  and  your  re])ly  was:  ""  Two 
were  away  during  the  war:  two  very  uood  men." 
\()\\  sMid  there  was  nothiiiLi'  exce])tional  in  the  de- 
lay>.  One  complaint  is  about  d(days  on  account  of 
the  men  not  beino"  up  to  the  mark,  and  tlieii  tluu'c 
is  a  second  abont  (nsci])line,  that  there  was  laxity 
in  the  iiiei)  not  keepini^  jji'oper  lioui's.  and  so  on  ' 
— T  do  not  know  that  that  was  a  fact  at  all. 

s9().  l)oe>  yonr  parau'ra])h  here  I'cfer  to  this  com- 
])laint  of  laci\  of  discipline  or  to  the  delays.  1 
mean  this  parauraph  :  '"  It  may  be  doubtenl  wdiether 
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H^T  k   ^^  ^^^  qualifications  ^yhich  enable  him  to  maintain 
l-*'^  ^' discipline."     What  do  you  mean  by  that? — Keep- 
Aug.  13,11906.  ina  the  men  up  to  the  mark,  and  making  them 
work  hard. 

897.  You  had  no  clear  distinction  in  your  own 
mind  as  to  whether  there  were  men  there  who  did 
not  do  their  work  23ro])erly,  or  whether  they  were 
rather  convivial  and  had  birthday  parties,  and  so 
on  in  the  office '( — I  did  not  know  anything  al)out 
that. 

898.  liow  do  you  justify  this  paraoraph  in  your 
Minute  ? — I  thought  that  Air.  van  Kenen  himself 
was  getting  a  little  lax,  and  he  might  not  see  that 
the  men  were  also  lax.  I  am  putting  a  hypotheti- 
cal case,  or  rather  a  possibility.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
the  fact,  but  I  thought  Mr.  van  Ivenen  was  getting 
a  little  lethargic. 

899.  Ml'.  Jaager.]  You  must  have  had  some 
grounds  to  go  on  '. — I  had  some  indications  that  he 
was  rather  slack. 

900.  Why  did  not  you  say  straight  out  that  the 
office  was  in  a  lax  condition,  as  that  is  the  only  in- 
ference we  can  draw '( — That  was  my  impression, 
but  I  did  not  like  to  state  it  as  a  fact  of  my  own 
knowledge.  It  is  only  what  I  inferred;  that  from 
the  fact  of  there  being  delays,  Mr.  van  Eenen  was 
a  little  lethargic.  I  thought  the  office  was  not 
screwed  up  to  the  mark. 

901.  Mr.  Malan.']  In  your  evidence  last  year 
(Q.  570)  you  said  there  Avas  no  complaint  about 
laxity  of  discipline;  the  men  not  keeping  the  proper 
hours  I — It  never  formulated  itself  as  a  complaint. 

902.  Then  at  Q.  541  of  last  year's  evidence,  you 
were  asked  l)y  Mr.  Molteno,  "  Can  you  give  the 
Committee  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr. 
Bowden  was  ap])ointed  Acting  Surveyor-General 
in  place  of  Mr.  van  Jvenen,  who  was  at  that  time 
Acting  Surveyor-General,"  and  you  replied,  "  I 
cannot  say  verv  much  from  my  own  knowledge, 
because  the  matter  was  carried  on  by  the  Minister; 
the  Minister  interviewed  the  parties  concerned   -I 
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was  not  ])i'('S('iit,  I  iii(M"i'l\-  can'icd  out  iiistructioii:-."  ,.  , -^'ij  ^ 
1  iHMi  yon  repeat  in  your  evKk'ncc  seven  times,  thai 
you  (li(]  not  express  any  opinion  about  the  super  A;;..  i:-;,  laoe 
session  of  Mi-.  \an  Uenen  at  all.  How  do  you  ree(~)n- 
cile  that  witli  this  Minute  ' — I  do  not  consider  that 
T  Ufive  a  reeoniinendalion  in  this  Minute  about  Mr. 
van  IJeiien's  su))ersession.  I  eonsidei'ed  that  that 
was  a  thinii  settled. 

90:].  At  (,).  .3^1  voii  wer(^  asked.  '' AMien  Mr. 
Currey  left,  did  the  Minister  have  a  discussion 
with  you  about  appoint ini:'  a  Surveyor-(ieneral."" 
and  you  replied.  '"  lie  never  discussed  the  (juestion 
of  Mr.  \an  Ikcucmi's  su])ersession."  At  Q.  r)^~)  \'ou 
were  aslvcd.  "  Then  you  su])])ort  the  conclusion  of 
the  Ministei'  in  that  direction."'  and  you  j'ei)Ht\l, 
"  \'es.  assuinino-  that  Mr.  van  Reiien  was  to  b" 
su))erse(led.  1  think  Mr.  Howden  was  the  best  ap 
pointnient.  1  did  not  want  to  mo  into  tliat.  and  it 
was  not  put  b(>f()re  nie.""  Now  you  draw  up  a  state 
nient  of  the  di'os  a.nd  c()n>  ^— 1  did  that  for  Mr. 
Fuller. 

904.  At  (,).  osy  yon  were  aslu'd.  ""  What  do  you 
mean  by  that."  and  your  re))ly  is.  "The  ]>klinister 
told  me  it  was  absolutely  decided  to  supersede  Mr. 
van  iieneii  .'  M\'  opinion  was  not  asked  on  it. and  I 
coidd  not  «iive  it.  1  merely  uave  my  opinion  (^n 
Mr.  Howden's  (pialifications." 

905.  Mr.  .l/o/fr/io.'  \\'as  not  this  the  ])osition;  you 
knew  in  your  own  mind  that  the  Minister  had  (\v- 
cided  to  sin)ei's(Hle  Ml",  van   Renen  f — A'e^s. 

90().  .\nd  tha.t  Minute^  that  you  framed  tli(M"e 
assumed  all  ihrouu'h  thai  Mr.  van  IJenen  wa.s  out  of 
it  '. — Idiat  is  so  exactly. 

907.  A\'h\-  did  you  trouble  about  Mr.  van  Reneirs 
name  at  all  '  Mi-.  Fuller  ask'ed  me  to  set  down  the 
casein  writ  inuf  for  him.  and  I  call  that  scdtiimdown 
the  case  for  him:  it  was  not  my  case,  it  was  Mr. 
Fuller's  case.     Fhat  is  \^•hat  1  meant. 

90s.  Mr.  Mar/.^t/oi-ft.'  All  the  same,  this  is  your 
view  undoubtedly  f  -\'es.  1  admit  that  T  did 
not  think'  Mr  .van  Iicnen  was  sati-factor\-  to  a  cer- 
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w  H^T   k   ^^"^  f^xtent^  but  I  did  not  give  expression  to  such  a 
L  ''''  ^'  view.     I  put  tliis  down  for  Mr.  Fuller.  I  considered 
Aug.  13.  i9o«.  it  was  Mr.  Fuller's  summing  up  of  the  case. 

909.  M?\  Jagger.']  That  is  another  explanation  al- 
together '. — ^That  was  how  I  put  it. 

910.  There  is  the  document  signed  by  yourself  ? — • 
Yes. 

911.  Mr.  Molteno.]  You  wanted  to  make  it  easy 
for  Mr.  Fuller? — I  did  not  want  to  give  an  opinion 
on  Mr.  van  Renen's  case. 

912.  Mr.  Jagger.]  How  can  we  take  this  explana- 
tion when  you  have  said  this,  "  he  never  discussed 
the  question  of  Mr.  van  lienen's  supersession." 
How  is  it  })ossi])le  to  draw  up  a  memorandum  of 
that  kind  without  having  a  discussion  on  that 
point.  You  must  have  discussed  various  points  be- 
tween x'ourselves:  you  must  have  had  a  conversa- 
tion. You  laiew  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  could 
only  have  gleaned  them  by  conversation  ? — He 
never  aslxcd  my  opinion,  and  I  never  gave  it. 

913.  Chair7nan.]  The  Minister  received  this 
memorandum  from  you,  the  head  of  a  department, 
in  which  you  state,  "  it  may  be  doubted  wdrether 
Mr.  wan  ivenen  has  -qualifications  ^vhich  enable 
him  to  maintain  disci])line  in  a  large  office,  and 
give  satisfaction  in  dealing  with  the  public,  awd 
in  advising  the  Government  in  many  cases  wdiere 
the  interests  of  the  Government  and  the  private 
and  local  interests  are  in  conflict."  Was  not  that 
an  expression  of  opinion  wdth  regard  to  the  fitness 
of  Mr.  van  Renen  to  take  tliat  post.  As  a  iuror, 
woul(]  not  you  say  that  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  it  ought 
to  l)e  rea(i  ^\'ith  the  succeeding  paragraph. 

914.  You  go  on  to  say  that  there  must  be  strong 
reasons  to  advance  in  support  of  such  a  course,  buti 
you  had  already  indicated  strong  reasons :  surely 
it  was  no  business  of  a  Minister  to  ]mt  a  man  into 
a  ])ost  lilve  that  a])Out  whom  there  were  doubts  as 
to  his  a])ility  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  public  and 
maintain  disci]>]ine.  If  the  Minister  placed  a  man 
in  such  a  position    as    that    of    Surveyor-General 
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about  whom  ilici't'  wci-c  doubts  as  to  lus  al)iht\',  hv         ^^'" 

1111-  111  j^  /       A-  '  W.  n.    looke. 

\voul(l  be  (loiiio  wi'oiio.  would  he  not' — i  e:'.  _  -^, 

91.3.   Suppose  ilu>  Minister  liad  doubts  fxpresstnl  An..i:M'jo6, 
to  liini  as  to  the  al)ility  of  tliis  man,  tliat  he  was  htx. 
slack',  and  letliai'iiic :  did  you  not  state  that  to  Mr. 
Fuller  f — I   do  not    thiid\  so.       J   think  Mr.  Fuller 
said  so  to  me. 

91().  \<n]  sa\-  now  that  for  various  reasons  you 
came  {')  ihe  conclusion  that  Mr.  van  iienen  was 
slack  and  lethargic.' — Yes.  I  said  so  in  my  evi- 
dence. 

917.  Dill  not  \-ou  thiidv  the  Minister  was  also  re- 
s])onsible  f  -I  thought  he  had  all  the  responsibility. 

9]^.  If  he  ap])ointtMl  a  man  wliom  you.  as  chief 
senior  oilicer  in  the  absence  of  ^h'.  Currew  ad- 
mitted to  lie  shield  and  lethriruic.  and  as  to  whom 
there  were  doubts,  suiiiicsted  by  yourself,  as  to  his 
(puilification<  and  com])etency.  would  not  lie  be  do- 
ini:'  wroni:  ' — Thei'e  was  another  alternative,  and 
that  was  L;i\'ino- ]]im  a  further  trial. 

919.  Thai  \ou  did  not  suiiuest  '.-  J  did  not 
suLiuesi  ii.  I  did  not  want  to  malvc  any  suuues- 
tion  or  itT'ommendation.  I  thouulit  it  had  been 
decideik 

i)':^<)  h  it  liad  been  (lecide(l.  wh\-  did  not  you  refer 
to  it.' — Ml-.  I'ullei' asked  me  to  put  down  what  I  un- 
derst(M)d  to  l)e  the  ])ros  and  con>  in  his  mind  with 
reuai'd  i,,  Mr.  \-;(n  I'enen.  1  can  onl\'  L;i\'e  that  ex- 
])lanatiM]i,  Xo  ono  could  lilame  Mi'.  Fulliu'  for  mak- 
iuLi'  >\\c]\  a:!  a])pointment  as  this:  it  was  a  \"ei"y 
ditricuit  (pie>tion  to  (h'ci(h\  and  I  did  not  want  to 
U'ive  a  delinite  rec()mmendat ion  in  the  case. 

9lM.  .1//'.  (flh-r/-.'  Su])pose  the  case  were  ])Ut  the 
other  wa\  ;ilout:  suppose  when  you  wei'e  i"e- 
(pieste(|  lo  draw  up  that  niemoramhim  you  were 
])erfecll\-  saiisTuMl  that  Mi'.  \'an  RmuMi  was  in  evtu'v 
way  htted  for  ihe  ])ost,  and  that  there  was  no  blame 
to  i)e  attache(1  to  him  whatever,  do  not  you  think 
it  would  ha\e  l)een  yoin"  dut\'  to  ha\'e  said  that  Mr. 
van  Ueneii.  holdinii  this  ])osition  as  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor-deiieral.  in  your  opinion  was  the  man  who 
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w  h''^ ;' n'c  o^^^^ht  to  have  the  ])ermanent  post  of  Surveyor- 
General,  if  there  was  nothincj  against  him,  even 

^"°- '•■''''••- although  you  Avere  asked  to  draw  up  a  memoran- 
dum ])v  Mr.  Fuller.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  say, 
notwithstanding  you  have  decided  to  supersede 
him,  in  my  opinion  he  is  the  right  man  \ — Yes,  but 
I  did  not  think  so.  I  accpiiesced  with  the  decision 
that  had  ])een  come  to. 

922.  Mr.  JaqfjerA  You  did  acquiesce  ? — Yes.  I 
did  not  dispute  it.  I  did  not  think  it  was  definitely 
wrong.  T  did  not  feel  1  was  cpiite  sure  I  could  have 
recommended  it  myself.  My  mind  was  rather 
balanced  as  to  what  was  the  course  to  adopt.  That 
was  my  feeling. 

92:3.  You  admit  that  Mr.  van  Kenen  was  not  in 
such  a  })osition  that  you  felt  you  could  recommend 
his  appointment  '. — No. 

924.  From  that  we  must  infer  that  you  Ixuew 
some  of  the  reasons  why  Mr.  van  Renen  was  not 
fitted  for  the  post  ? — Yes,  I  did. 

925.  You  arc  quite  satisfied  on  that  ])oiut  ?— Yes. 

926.  Through  want  of  discipline  in  the  office  you 
thought  he  was  not  capable  or  not  strong  enough; 
you  thought  another  man  would  be  better  suited 
for  the  ])ost  '. — I  felt  it  was  quite  justifiable  to 
supersede^  him.  I  would  hardly  have  i>one  the 
length  of  recommending  it,  l)ut  I  could  acquiesce 
in  it. 

927.  Mr.  Malan.]  The  Minister  for  Agriculture, 
Mr.  Fuller,  has  handed  in  a  memorandum  to  this 
CommittcH',  in  which  these  sentences  occur,  which  I 
will  r(^ad  : 

"  AVhen  discussing  these  complaints  l^oth  the 
Under  Secretary  and  the  Assistant  Under 
Secretary  impressed  me  strongly  with  the 
fact  that,  in  their  ()]nnion,  a  decided  reorgan- 
ization of  the  De])artment  should  be  made, 
l)ut  that  they  did  not  consider  that  Mr.  van 
li(MTen  possessed  the  necessary  strength  to 
('?iri"\-  it  throuo'h." 


coM.NriTi  i;k  ().\  i-ii  i  iio.n  t»F   n.  \  a>  ki.mn. 


U 


'■ 'rhi>   otlk'ialV   opinion    as    to   the    respective 
ea])al)ilities    of    Mr.     \an     Reneii    and     Mr.  ^^ 
('oi'nish-l^)\\(len    can     be    clearly    izathered 
from   the   e\'i(leiice   tendered    by   him    before 
tile  Select  ( 'ommittee."' 

'■  As  before  sirited.  it  was  larii'ely  the  opinions 
e.\pres>i'd  by  himself  and  Mr.  Currey  from 
time  to  time  that  convinced  me  of  the  unsuit- 
abilitN'  ()!'  Mr.  van  llenen  b)r  the  ])ost.  1 
attach  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  from  Mr. 
Tooke  which  I  think  bears  me  out  in  this 
contention." 

So  yuu  >('(■  fi'om  these  exti'acts.  ^Ir.  Fuller  takes  up 
the  line  that  you  imp]-<'sse(l  upon  him  the  desii-abil- 
ity  of  p.ot  a})pointin^'  ^\v.  van  lU'iien.  \'ou  say  that 
that  is  not  so  ? — 1  do  not  say  it  is  not  so.  Anytliinu' 
]  ma\'  ha\-e  -^aid  about  Mr.  van  Renen  would  not  Ix^ 
very  mucli  in  Ids  favour,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  I 
would  ]w{\'e  '/one  the  kuii^th  of  suptu'sedinu  Inm;  I 
would  ha\-e  oiveii  him  a  further  ti'ial.  f  never 
dellnitt'ly  i'econimended  that  he  should  be  super- 
seded,    'i'hat  i<  m\'  case. 

9l>^  Mr.  ]-^!iller  hei'e  sa\"s  that  his  memorandum 
ex|)re.-.-e-  youi'  \-ie\v  .  ^()u  say  that  you  drafted 
this  nit  !noi';in(hnn  on  the  instructions  oif  Mi'.  Fullei' 
to  L;i\'e  dehidte  e.\pre>sion  to  his  views  '. — ^'t>s,  both 
ai'e  iriif.  liccaiise  as  regards  the  first  ])a]'t  of  it  I 
thiidx  1  ^\a.-  -ettiuLi'  forth  a  case  for  Mi'.  Fuller. 
])Utti]iL:  forth  Mr.  Fuller's  ri-asoiis.  pro  and  con,  for 
su])e]'>t  diiiL'  Mr.  \an  I'enen.  Fhat  was  how  I 
looked  fit  it.  My  recommendation  came  in  in 
recommemnnL;-  his  successor.  T  wound  up  i)y  mak- 
inii' a  di>tinct  recommendation  that  Mi'.  !>owden 
should  i>r  appointed,  as^umiuii  that  Mr.  \-aii  Ivcnen 
was  d  i-p(  i>c(i  of. 

DiM;.    .\i   ]\\r  end  of  the  iiKMnorandum.  Mi",  iMiller 
say<  : 

■  W  lien  i  came  into  the  l)ej)artment  I  had  de- 
termined to  iiifn>e  ;is  much  energy  and  eiri- 
cieiicy  into  every  branch  of  it>  work  as  ])()> 


Mr. 
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w  H^Tooke  sible,  and  in  vieAV   of   the    schemes    I    con- 

L.°''  *■  templated,  I  was  bound  to   accept   the   un- 

Aug.  18, 1906.  qualified    declarations    of    my    responsible 

olticers."  ? 

— But  of  course  Mr.  Currey  recommended  distinctly 
that  Mr.  van  Jvenen  should  be  superseded,  at  least 
I  leather  so  from  his  evidence. 

930.  Mr.  Fuller  speaks  of  "  my  responsible  offi- 
cers," and  he  gives  in  his  memorandum  a  good  deal 
of  the  dealings  he  had  with  you  after  Mr.  Currey 
left '. — Of  course,  I  never  disputed  the  propriety  of 
superseding  Mr.  van  lienen,  but  I  never  recom- 
mended it. 

931.  Mr.  Molteno.']  You  said  in  your  evidence  last 
year  that  you  never  discussed  Mr.  van  lienen's  case 
with  Mr.  Fuller.  At  Q.  581,  you  were  asked,  "When 
Mr.  Currey  left,  did  the  Minister  have  a  discussion 
Avith  you  about  appointing  a  Surveyor-General," 
and  your  answer  was,  "  Fie  never  discussed  the 
question  of  Mr.  van  Renen's  supersession  "  ? — Fie 
mentioned  from  time  to  time  that  he  was  going  to 
supersede  Mr.  van  llenen,  but  v^^e  did  not  argue  the 
point  as  to  whether  he  should  or  should  not. 

932.  At  Q.  587,  you  were  asked  by  Mr.  Malan, 
"  What  do  you  mean  by  that,"  and  your  answer  was, 
"  The  Minister  told  me  it  was  absolutely  decided  to 
supersede  Mr.  van  Ivenen;  my  opinion  was  not 
asked  on  it  and  I  could  not  give  it;  I  merely  gave 
my  opinion  on  Mr.  Bowden's  qualifications  "  { — I 
adhere  to  that.  I  do  not  remember  his  asking  me 
definitely  whether  I  a]i]^roved  of  it. 

933.  At  Q  585  you  were  asked.  -'Then  you  su})- 
port  the  conclusion  of  the  Minister  in  that  direc- 
tion ^"  and  you  replied,  "Yes;  assuming  that  Mr. 
van  li(Mien  was  to  ])e  siqierseded,  1  think  Mr.  Bow- 
den  was  the  best  a])pointment;  1  did  not  AVtint  lo  go 
into  that,  and  it  was  not  y)ut  befor«^  nu\"  So  yoii 
sa.y  now,  tliat  in  drafting  that  Minute,  you  were 
putting  Mr.  Fuller's  views  ])ro  and  con  upon  ])a])er? 
— Yes;  with  reirard  to  Mr.  van  Renen. 
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9;U.   .1//'.  .I((<i(!cr.\   If  that  is  tlie  case,  \\\\\  did  not 


\v.  : 


you  ask  Ml'.  FuUci-  liinisclf  to  si^ii  it  '.—  \  \\vn\  on  to 
'2.\\v  my  owii  I'cconuncndat  ions  witli  rcuard  to  Mr.  -^";- 
lioxvdcn. 

1):)").  Tlir  conclusion  of  llic  second  jiai'l  of  the 
.Minute  is  in  conflict  with  the  t'n'st  pai'tf — In  the 
one  case  I  ui\'e  my  opinion. 

1);>().  Did  yon  e\-er  ulean  in  the  course  of  your  ex- 
])erience  t!nit  Mr.  Cui'i'ey  liad  any  feeliiiiias  renards 
.Mr.  \'an  Keiii'U  :  do  you  iliink  aiiy  j)ersonal  feeling' 
existe(i  hctween  tliemf-  No,  tliere  was  no  ))rivate 
feeiiiiL;  aiiJiinst  Inm  that   I  k'now  of. 

1);]7.   'idieii'  relations  were  cori'ial  :  —  Yes.  1  1)elieve 

SI  ). 

9;]"-.  Had  Ml".  Fuller  an\'  fetdiuL*  in  anv  shaped — 
\o. 

9;]9.  Absolutely  none  '. — Xo. 

940.  How  could  Air.  Fuller  ha\(>  acted  a.s  he  did 
if  he  did  not  act  on  information;  where  did  lu^  u'et 
liis  infiu'mation  from.' — From  Mi'.  Ciirit'y. 

941.  And  yourself.' — Some  information  [  may 
liave  !4i\'en  myself  i before  tlu'  (piestion  of  IMr.  van 
Eeiien  e\'er  came  forw;ird.  J  may  ha\c  Liiven  him 
reason  to  heliexe  that  we  wei'e  not  satisfied  with 
some  of  his  work:  I  do  not  remeinher,  !)Ut  it  may 
have  heeii  that  1  did. 

94:^.  1"hat  is  in  conflict  with  youi'  answer  to  ques- 
tion 5^1.  1 1  has  heeii  stated  in  exidence  that  yon 
were  more  connected  with  the  lands  hranch.  and 
you  must-  conse(piently  ha\'e  IjtH'ii  'orouLiht  more 
in  contact  with  that  ])ait  of  the  oilice  work  than 
Mr.  ('urre\- y-Ves;  it  is  possible  thai  Mr.  Fuller 
from  time  to  time  may  liax'c  inferred  tiia. i  we  were 
not  (piile  pleased   with  the  state  of  thiiiiis. 

94l>.  ]h)w  could  he  infer  that  if  you  did  not  say 
so  f — Not  in  connection  wiih  Mr.  \<!]i  Ueneii's 
su))er-essioii. 

944.  Jiad  \-ou  not  led  Mr.  JMilhu'  to  think  that 
thinus  were  in  a  \-ery  uiisat i--fa.ctoi\-  slate:  —  Yes; 
1  (hir(>sa\-  I  ha\-e  done  that. 


M  r. 

.  T.  oke. 


i:;.  I'.'or,. 
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Mr,  945.  You  admit  that  he  must  have  got  his  infor- 

•    1  °"'''-  mation  from  Mr.  Currey,  and  not  from  yourself?— 
Aug.ia, liMic.  Yes;  I  daresay  he  learnt  that  things  were  not  quite 
right. 

946.  Then  you  had  definite  information  or  know- 
ledge as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  office  ?— I  had 
a  lot  of  reasons  for  l)elieving  that  things  were  not 
satisfactory. 

947.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  took  the 
responsil)le  step  of  talking  against  an  officer  or 
complaining  about  an  officer  without  any  definite 
information.  You  would  not  take  that  responsi- 
bility on  yourself  surely? — No. 

948.  Then  you  had  definite  information  as  to 
the  state  of  that  office? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  I  had 
full  information ;  it  was  imperfect. 

949.  You  told  things  to  Mr.  Fuller  about  the 
state  of  the  office  without  making  inquiries;  is  not 
that  a  very  grave  thing  to  do? — I  never  did  that. 

950.  Then  you  must  have  known  all  about  the 
office.  We  have  had  very  strong  evidence  before 
us  as  to  tlie  stfito  o!"  the  office,  very  strong  evidence 
indeed,  by  men  who,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  in 
pretty  close  touch  with  it ;  do  you  mean  to  say  that 
you  had  no  knowledge  of  this? — I  had  some  know^- 
iedge,  or  some  reason  to  believe  it,  but  I  could  not 
tell  exactly  what  went  on  in  the  office.  I  am  not 
in  the  office ;  I  only  correspond  with  it. 

951.  You  Ivuew  about  these  excessive  delays,  did 
you  not  ! — Yes. 

952.  Delays  of  over  twelve  months? — Yes. 

953.  And  you  also  knew  why  these  delays  took 
place? — Yes,  ])artially. 

954.  Over  wliich  men  in  the  office  had  control?— 
I  knew  that  the  delays  were  attributed  to  the  office 
being  shortdianded.  '  'lliere  may  have  l)een  other 
delays,  and  tliey  may  have  arisen  from  the  officers 
Ijeing  lax  in  attendance. 

955.  ^'ou  nvv  (juite  i)re])ared  to  take  the  respon- 
sil)iliiv  of  nd vising  the  Ministei',  or  laying  com- 
plaint"<  l)!"f()i'(>    th('    Minister',    about    the    state    of 
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thinas  ill  the  otiice,  and  from  your  evidence  you 
admit  that  you  did  not  investiizate  this  Ijefore  you^^- 
^\■ent  to  the  Minisler:  that  is  the  t)nly  inference  to  au: 
l)e  drawn.  \'()ii  run  the  risk  of  doin^  the  chief  in 
the  office  a  very  oreat  injustice,  because  you  mach-" 
comphiiiUs  to  the  Ministei-  whicli  you  had  never 
investiiialed  ' — 1  never  laid  complaints  before  the 
Minister:  he  mny  ha\"e  uathered  that  there  were 
Ljreat  delays. 

951).  What  is  the  difTerence:  why  not  call  a 
spade  a  spade.'  Is  AJr.  Fuller  a  u'ood-natured 
fellow  f— Yes. 

957.  Do  you  consider  that  he  would  have  taken 
a  ste])  like  this,  and  brought  a  hornet's  nest  about 
his  ears,  without  due  information^ — I  was  not  the 
Head  of  the  Department :  Mr.  Currey  was  the  head, 
and  Mr.  Fuller  probably  uot  all  his  information 
from  Mr.  Currey. 

958.  Mr.  Curre\-  must  have  uot  his  information 
from  you,  as  you  were  in  closer  contact  with  the 
officer — He  uot  it  from  his  own  sources.  I  also 
discussed  the  mattei"  with  ^Iv.  Currey  from  time 
to  time  undoubtedly. 

959.  But  ev(Mi  then,  Mr.  Curre\-  beino  the  head 
of  the  otiice,  should  not  you  have  satisfied  yourself 
distinctly',  from  iiuiuiries  and  so  forth,  that  some 
chanue  was  neei^ssary  in  that  of!ice?— Yes;  I  con- 
sidcu'ed  that  the  ofllce  was  short-handed  to  l)eoin 
with. 

9()0.  That  was  not  the  blame  of  the  head  of  the 
office  ^~That  is  my  whole  point.  I  do  not  sav 
that  the  Head  of  the  Dei)artment  was  absolutely 
to  blame,  but  \  would  have  oiven  ^H'.  van  R(Mieii 
a  further  trial. 

9()1.  ('Ii(iiriiiuii.\  You  lu'ver  said  thai  in  an\-  of 
>'our  remarks,  did  you  ^— No. 

9()2.  Mr.  Mu/tr/Kj,.  Ml'.  Curi'(\\-  did  not  brin^  an\" 
complaints  of  that  son  in  his  evidence  .'^1  have 
no  specific  comphunts  against  Mr.  van  ReiuMi,  but 
I  know  the  w(jrk  was  unsatisfactorv. 


Mr. 

U.  Tooke. 

r.  i;!.  1>'0. 


.1.  o;  U. 
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W.  H.  Tooke. 


Mr.  963.  Did  you  say  the  officers  in  the  Department 


considered  that  there  was  anything  against  Mr. 
Aug.  13,  iu()6,  van  Eenen  which,  in  your  opinion,  prevented  him 
from  being  appointed  Surveyor-General  ?— It  is  a 
matter  I  never  could  form  any  definite  opinion 
about;  it  w^as  a  very  nice  point.  I  considered  he 
might  have  done  better  perhaps  than  he  did,  but 
he  was  working  under  great  disadvantages,  and 
was  short-handed. 

964.  You    knew   that    he    was    short-handed? — 

Yes. 

965.  He  did  not  only  do  his  own  work,  but  the 
Surveyor-General's  work,  and  there  were,  besides, 
a  lot  of  men  away? — Yes. 

966.  Mr.  Jagger.']  Then  why  did  not  you,  as  a 
fair-minded  man,  set  forth  these  considerations  in 
a  minute  for  the  Minister? — I  considered  that  the 
question  of  Mr.  van  Renen  had  been  definitely  de- 
cided.    I  had  been  told  so. 

967.  When  any  injustice  is  done,  should  not  you 
say  something?^!  clid  not  consider  it  an  injustice. 
I  thought  it  was  a  very  nice  point.  I  could  not 
recommend,  but  I  could  not  dispute.  There  is  a 
difference  between  an  active  position  and  a  passive 
position. 

968.  Mr.  Malan.~]  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention 
to  Q.  642  in  last  year's  evidence.  The  Chairman 
asked  you:  "You  consider  it  rather  hard?"  and 
your  reply  was,  "  Yes,  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Fuller 
would  like  me  to  conceal  anything.  I  may  say 
that  I  think  what  made  it  worse  was  that  Mr. 
Fuller  spoke  to  Mr.  Bowden  before  he  spoke  to  Mr. 
van  Renen;  I  think  that  is  really  the  thing  that 
made  it  worse."  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any 
further  information  as  regards  this  interview  of 
Mr.  Fuller's  Avith  Mr.  Bowden?— I  can  only  say 
that  Mr.  Fuller  told  me  he  had  spoken  to  Mr. 
Bowden.  I  understood  him  to  say,  though  I  do 
not  think  he  quite  said  it,  but  I  Avas  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  l)e  SuiweA^or-General. 
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969.  Mr.  Oliver.]  Who  would  l)e  Surveyor-  ^^.  ^^^^^^^^^ 
GeneraH— Mr.  Bowden ;  aiul  i  think  that  Mr.  van  '  '^^"^  ^" 
Renen  naturally  felt  that.  au;_m:u'.'oo. 

970.  Mr.  MdUui.]  Do  you  know  about  these  inter- 
views .^— Mr.  Fuller  told  me.  J  was  present  at  no 
interview. 

971.  You  said  in  your  evidence  last  year  that  he 
had  no  interview  witli  Mr.  van  Renen  until  after 
the  a])})ointnuMit  of  ^\r.  liowden  ? — 1  do  not  think 
I  said  so  definitely.  1  believe  he  had  none.  I 
could  not  speak  of  niy  own  knowledii^e. 

972.  You  considered  it  rather  hard,  did  you  not, 
that  Mr.  Bowden  was  consulted  as  to  his  qualifi- 
cations for  the  office,  when  Mr.  van  Renen  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  case? — I  think 
Mr.  van  Renen  felt  that,  but  if  Mr.  Fuller  had  men- 
tioned it  to  Mr.  van  Renen  first  and  then  seen  Mr. 
Bowden,  Mr.  van  Renen  would  not  have  felt  so 
sore. 

97;j.  That  is  to  say,  Mr.  van  Renen  w^as  really 
passed  over  without  his  having  an  interview  with 
the  Minister  at  all  f — I  do  not  know  of  my  own 
knowledge.     It  is  set  forth  in  the  evidence. 

974.  Mr.  Molteno.j  Y'ou  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  Mr.  van  Renen  was  58  years  old? — 
I  was  under  that  impression. 

975.  When  you  found  he  was  o8,  you  did  not 
think  so  much  about  the  supersession,  was  that  it? 
— It  w^as  in  my  mind. 

970.  After  the  supersession,  you  found  that  Mr. 
van  Renen  was  only  ')'2( — I  was  told  that  he  had 
rais(Hl  that  (piestion  with  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mv. 
Fuller  had  found  out  that  he  was  only  52.  Mr. 
van  R(Mien  did  not  himself  tell  me  ihal.  l)ut  T 
learnt  it. 

977.  .1//'.  M//hnt.\  In  (^).  590  of  last  ycai^'s  c\-id(>nce, 
All'.  Jauii'ei'  put  this  to  you:  "Do  yon  mean 
to  say  liis  ai^c  ne\'ei'  came  up  f"  and  vow  ri^])li(>d, 
■■  1  knew  that  his  age  was  52  or  5;).""  Then  you 
we?-e  asked:  •'  Did  you  k'nowofthat  fact  at  \]\c  t  ime?"' 
aiul  your  answei'  was,  "'  1  liad  nothing  to  do  with 
his  beinii'  snpei'seded  "■ :' — Yes. 
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H^T  k.  ^'^^'  ^^' '  ^^^^^'^^^^  "Tht'  Chairman  pat  this  ques- 
_'''''''■  tion  to  you  (No.  654):  "What  interview  was  it 
An- 13, i9ot;.  ^yj^en  the  age  was  l)rought  up;  was  it  later?"  and 
your  answer  was,  "  I  can  tell  you  what  it  was.  I 
can  remember  now  his  telling  me,  I  think,  that  he 
was  52  or  53,  and  I  said,  '  Well,  I  thought  you  were 
older;  I  thought  you  w^ere  58  '  "? — Mr.  van  Renen's 
age  never  came  u])  f)efore  me  in  discussion  with 
Mr.  Fuller.  The  whole  thing  as  I  understood  it  was 
that  this  question  of  Mr.  van  Eenen's  supersession 
w^as  argued  out  between  Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Currey. 
Either  Mr.  Fuller  or  Mr.  Currey  may  have  said 
Mr.  van  Renen  was  58,  and  the  question  of  age  may 
have  been  discussed  between  them,  f)ut  not  with 
me.  I  stood  quite  away.  If  you  had  asked  me 
how  old  Mr.  van  Renen  was  I  might  possibly  have 
said  al)out  58,  but  Mr.  Fuller  never  knew  what  I 
thousfht  about  his  asfe  at  all. 


Tuesday,   14th  August,  1906. 


PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Oats  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Oliver. 
Mr.  Maasdorp. 


Mr.  Jagger. 
Mr.  Ma  Ian. 
Mr.  Molteno. 

The  Honourable  C.  P.  Crewe,  C.B.,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

The  Hon.        979     ('/)(( i nudii .]        Y ou     are     Under     (\)lonial 
c'iT-mTa   Secretary ?-Yes. 

980.  For  the  purpose  of  helping  this  Committee, 
I  will  read  a  i)rlvate  note  which  I  received  from 
Col.  Crewe  yesterday,  as  follows:—"!  hear  that 
there  has  been  some  conflict  of  evidcMice  as  to  whvn 
a  cei-tain  letter  was  liainhMl  hv  uu>  to  Mr.  T()ok(\ 
The  letter  in  question  was  left  by  Mr.  FidlcM'  in  his 
])rivate  drawei'.  and  neitlier  Sir  L(^wis  Michel  nor 
I  knew  of  its  existence  until  Mi'.  Fuller  retiirniMl 


Auor.  II.  lyoc, 
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from   Enuland.     Jlc   then   sliowcd    it   to  me,   and  I     TheHon. 
saw  it   then   for  the   first   time.       Th(>n   Mr.  Fuller  c.'b.'m.l^a. 
Avent  touring  on  co-operation,  and  I  acted  for  him.         - 

-,    .^  .,  .  .11  +   4-      Ar       T       1         Aiig.  14.  1906. 

and  It  was  then  1  nave  the  document  to  Mr.  looke, 
who  T  i)elieve  tluMi  cojned  it."'  Is  that  a  correct 
statement  f— Yes. 

981.  Do  you  ha))))en  to  know  when  Mi'.  Fuller- 
returned  f-'-On  the  4th  of  July,  1905.  He  returned 
from  England  on  the  4th  of  Jul\',  and  he  left  for 
up-country  on  the  :20th  of  July,  1905,  and  it  was  im- 
mediately after  he  left  that  T  ijave  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Tooke. 

982.  Mr.  Mfdan?^  In  Mr.  Tooke's  evidence  yester- 
day he  was  asked.  '"Where  did  Col.  Crewe  izet  the 
orioinal  from?"'  and  he  replied,  ""That  T  could  not 
say:  the  Minister,  Mr.  Fuller,  was  away  at  the 
time,  and  Colonel  Crewe  was  actino-"? — I  acted  for 
]\rr.  Fuller,  even  aftei-  he  returned. 

983.  Then  this  question  was  put  to  Mr.  Tooke, 
''When  did  Col.  Crewe,  who  was  then  Actino- Minis- 
ter foi'  Aizriculture.  hand  you  the  original  copy  of 
the  memorandum  which  you  sul)mitte(l  to  Mr  • 
FiilliM-  with  regard  to  the  ai)]:)oinlment  of  the  Sur- 
veyor-General'"'  and   his   rej^ilv   was,  "At   the  end 

tf'Julv.  1905""'   -That  is  quite"  riiiht. 


APPENDIX. 


[A] 


I'Kirriox  FiJoM  II.  \AX  im:nt:x 


Td  the  I  loiiniirnlilc  the  Spoakcr  and  Mcinhcrs  of  the  I  loiKuiral.lr 
tlio  House  (if  .\ss('ml)l\(>t  the  (  OloiiN'  of  the  Cape  of  (  iooil 
II()[)t'  in  i'arliaiiicnt  asscinhled. 

Tlic  l'('litioi)  of  IIcii!'\    \  an  Hoiicii 

1  IiM  lu.v  >!i  i;\\  i;i'ii  : 

I.  That  voiii'  Pet  itionci'  is  the  Assistant  Sur\  (■\()r-(  Jcncral  of 
the  ('a])0  (olom.  wliicli  a])|)ointnicnt  lie  lias  lu^ld  since  the  vcai' 
1!M)2.  and  nt  one  time  acted  as  Survc\  oi--(  i  cncral 

'I.  That  aftci'  th(^  death  of  ('aptain  .lui'isch.  the  late  Sur\c\()i- 
(icneral.  Mi',  ('ornisli-liowden.  an  officer  junior  to  xoin'  Petitioner 
in  the  Ser\  ice.  was  rtjipointed  Sui'vc\()!"-(  ienei'al,  not  wit  hstandinu' 
the  iindinu'  of  a  Select  Committee  ol  voiir  I  lonoiirahle  House, 
liereinaftei-  referi'ed  to. 

.').  I''eelint;'  auu'rie\cd  at  hemii'  sujx'rseiled,  \ our  Pet itioner  in 
the  month  of  Ma\.  iDO'j.  |iresenled  a  Petition  to  vonr  I  loiiour- 
alile  ll(.ii>e  pra\inii'  for  redress. 

4.  That  \()ur  I  lonoiirahle  House  1)\  orders  datt^d  the  l(ith  and 
ISth  Mav.  1 !().").  i-e-pecti\('l\'.  refei'red  the  Petition  for  in([niry 
to  a  Select    (  'ommit tee. 

.").     The  Select   (  (»nnnittei>  sat  and  re])orted  as  follows: — 

••  In  the  (•pinion  of  xour  ("ommittee  there  does  not  appear  io 
he  sulficieiit  reasmiahle  c\  idence  for  the  su])ersessioii  of 
Mr.  \  an  Uenen.  hut  \()iii'  Committee,  not  heinu'  ahle  to 
ohtain  the  e\  idence  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Secretary  for  Aiiri- 
ciilture,  who  i>  at  pre>ent  ahsenl  from  the  Colony,  feel 
that  they  cannot  hrino-  up  a  final  re))ort. 

l"'ranci>  (  )at>, 

(  hairman. 
('ommittee  Room-. 
I  louse  of  A  >senihl\'. 

:'>()tli    May.   1  !)().'>.■■ 

().  Mr.  I''iiller.  the  Secretar\"  for  .\  Liricult  lire,  has  now  returned 
to  the  Colon\  . 
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Wherefore  your  Petitioner  prays  that  your  Honourable  House 
may  be  pleased  to  take  this  Petition  into  favourab'e  consideration 
and  gi-ant  him  such  relief  as  to  it  may  seem  fail'  and  just. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  boimd  will  ever  ])ray. 

H.  VAN  KENEN. 


[B.] 

MEMOEANDIM  RE  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  MR.  A. 
H.  COPXISH-BOAVDEX  AS  ACTING  RERVEYOE- 
GENERAL. 

I  beg  to  append  the  following  facts  in  connection  with  the 
above  matter. 

In  May,  1904,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Surveyor-General, 
the  late  Captain  C.  H.  L.  M.  Jurisch,  to  proceed  to  Europe  for 
medical  treatment,  and,  on  his  recommendation,  his  next  in 
rank,  Mr.  Henry  van  Renen,  First  Assistant  Surveyor-General, 
was  appointed  to  act  as  Surveyor-General  during  liis  abseiu'e 
from  the  -Wd  May  to  2nd  Nov(>niber,  1904. 

During  this  period  the  work  of  this  official  was  frequently 
brought  to  my  notice  by  the  Under  Secretarj-,  who  on  several 
occasions  expressed  himself  as  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  van 
Renen  had  shown  decided  weakness  in  dealing  with  important 
questions,  and  was  lacking  in  initiative  and  administrative 
capability. 

That  the  Surveyor-General's  Department  showed  the  eifect 
of  this  was  repeatedly  brought  to  my  notice^  by  some  of  the 
leading  firms  of  attorneys  and  conv(>yancers  of  Cape  Town  who, 
on  several  occasions  made  verbal  complaints  as  to  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unnecessary  delays  experienced  by  them  in 
getting  their  (h)cuments  tlirough  the  office;  particularly  were 
these  dela3^s  f(4t  in  getting  anuvndcd  titles  })asscd,  information 
being  t(uid(U"ed  that  it  fre(|U(mtly  took  between  three  and  six 
months  to  definitely  decide  these  matters.  (Return  showing 
delays  in  issuing  amended  titles,  mai'ked  C.) 

When  discussing  these  com})hiints  both  the  (juh'r  StM'r{4ary 
and  the  Assistant  i'mler  Secretary  ini])rcss(Ml  nic  strongly  with 
the  fact  that,  in  thcii'  opinion,  a  (h'cidcd  rcoi'ganizat  ion  of  the 
Dc[);u't  nuMit  sliould  be  made,  bui  that  lhcy  did  not  consich'r  that 
Ml',  van  R(uien  possessed  the  nccessaiv  strength  to  carry  it 
through.  44iis  was  confirmed  hiter  on  ^^"llen  it  w;is  proposed 
considerably  to  decentralise  tlu>  work  of  the  AgricultuT'al  \)v- 
paitment,    under    which   a   considerable      ainoui't   of  additional 
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work  and  rcsponsibilit \'  would  ])v  thrown  on  ihc  Sinvcyor- 
(icncral.  Tlicsc  j)roj)o>als,  I  was  informed,  were  nift  l)y  con- 
siderable opposition  on  the  ])ar1  (A'  Mr.  van  Uenen.  who  lai^ed 
many  objections. 

( )ne  further  point  on  which  1  have  been  al)h'  to  hiy  my  hands. 
and  which  tenih'd  to  strengthen  tlie  o})inion  formed  atj'ainst 
Mr.  van  lienen's  <'apabilitv  of  (h'aline'  with  tlie  reorg-anizat  ion 
of  the  Department,  was  the  fact  that,  when  the  (ToveTaiment 
deei(hM!  in  jiut  into  idfec!  ^ectnui  '2->  of  Ac'  .\n.  -'I'J  n]  IS!)-i, 
(h'alint;-  with  the  siiperaii  iiuat  ion  dl  (i1ficei>  on  re:'cli!iio-  the 
ag'e  of  tin,  Mr.  van  Uenen  repiuted  in  reo-n'd  \n  niie  ni  his 
otficers.  Mr.  T.  II.  Maeh'ar  (the  ofHcer  who.  umh"!  Mr.  van 
Kenen.  liad  solo  eharjjfe  of  tlu'  Amended  Titles  Branch  i.  that 
owiny  to  the  special  nature  of  his  duties  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  supersede  him  owiufj:  to  the  tact  that  it  would  lake 
two  y(>ars  to  train  another  man  to  take  his  plac(\  Ihis  seeme(l 
to  me  an  extraordinary  position  to  take  up.  and  1  remember 
on  discussino-  tliis  report  with  the  liider  S(H'retary  hi^  makincr 
some  particidarly  caustic  renrarks  as  to  the  absurdity  of  the 
objection.      (See   Menuu'audum    attacluMl.   marked    \\.j 

1  need  only  sa\'  that,  in  spite  ni  Mr.  van  Kenen's  fears.  Mi'. 
Ma(deaj-  ir//.<  retired  on  pension,  and  that  his  work  /<//.<  lieen 
carried  on,  not  only  efficiently  .ind  well  by  an  oiHcer  drawini>-  a 
(•(Misiderably  smallei-  salary,  but  that,  wheicas  previously  it  was 
considerably  in  arrcur,  it  has  l)een  brought  iij)  to  date  and  mam- 
la'.ned   u])  to  date  by  his  successor. 

I  think  that,  from  tlu'  f(U'ef>-oin<r,  it  will  be  admitted  that, 
wlien  the  rinfortiinate  news  of  ('a])tain  -luriscli's  (huni-e  cJOth 
Aug'ust.  1004  L  in  Kuro])e  came  to  hand.  I  had  "iood  ^rounds 
for  hesitatino'  m  confirmini)-  Mr.  van  Keiien  in  the  ap])(unt- 
ment. 

!  ihen  d(-ci(le(l  alter  consultation  with  m  \"  collcaoucx.  to 
lc:.i\'c  lii!i]  actiiiw'  tor  ;i  funhci-  period  wjiile  we  ciiii--idercd  ih.e 
Tuatti'r. 

I  di^cu^sed  the  app(untnient  on  -everal  occasion>  wiih  Mi'. 
Currey.  and  I  lia\e  no  hesitation  in  >ayinu-  that  he.  a<  INrma- 
nent  Head  of  the  Department,  was  decided!\-  ot  the  opinion  that 
it   would  be  an    undesirable  stej)  to  appoint    .Mr.   \aii    I'eiicii. 

In  the  meantime  two  other  applications  t(M'  the  jio<t  had  been 
received,  nameh",  one  Ifom  Mr.  !•].  (i.  Hall,  who  was  in  charu'c 
of  the  ( io\i*in  nieiit  Ijocation  Survevs  in  the  Native  'I'ci  rit  orie<. 
and  the  otluf  from  Mr.  Surveyor  W'atermeyer.  at  luie  time 
Surve\()r-(  lenei'al  of  Heidiuanaland,  but  <ince  retired  on 
])ension. 
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Mr.  Currev  was  strong-ly  of  the  opinion  that  the  former  gen- 
tleman was  the  right  man  for  the  post,  and  repeatedly  tried  to 
influence  me  to  "  take  a  strong  step"  as  lie  termed  it,  and 
appoint  Mr.  Hal]. 

His  advice  would  naturally  have  weig-hed  heavily  with  me, 
but,  in  the  first  j)lace,  I  was  averse  to  going  outside  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  second  place  Mr.  Hall  was  a  great  personal 
fri(^nd  of  mine,  and  had  tak(Mi  a  very  active  part  in  my  election 
as  a  member  for  Tembidand,  and  I  felt  that  my  actioii  would  be 
liable  to  misc(mstruction  had  I  given  him  the  appointment. 

I  therefore  decided  against  Mr.  Hall,  though  I  felt  convinced 
from  my  personal  knowledgi^  of  his  abilities  and  experience;  that 
he  would  probably  have  tilled  the  position  to  advantage. 

While  Mr.  van  lienen  was  still  acting,  Mr.  C'urrey  had  to 
proceed  to  England  on  urgent  private  affairs,  and  Mr  W.  Ham- 
mond Tooke  was  appointed  to  act  in  his  place. 

This  officiars  o])iniou  as  to  the  r(>s})ective  capabilities  of  Mr. 
van  Renen  and  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  can  be  <*]ear]y  gathered 
from  the  evidence  tendered  by  him  before  the  Select  Committee 
{ride  pp.  50  to  71  of  tlie  report,  and  more  particularly  his  rejdy 
to  (juestion  ()!J4  on  page  71).  1  cannot,  howev(^r,  agree  with  his 
statement  that  he  only  informed  me  of  his  opinion  (iftcr  the 
fact  had  been  communicated  to  him  as  to  the  Government's  in- 
tention of  superseding  Mr.  van  lienen.  As  before  stated,  it 
was  largely  the  opinions  expressed  by  himself  and  Mr.  Currey 
from  time  to  time;  that  convinced  me  of  the  un suitability  of  Mr. 
van  Eenen  for  the  ])ost.  1  attach  a  co])y  of  a  Memorandum 
from  Mr.  Tooke  which  I  think  bears  me  out  in  this  contention. 
(See  Annexure  A.) 

This  was  the  position  in  Xovember,  1904,  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  the  Pi'ime  Minister  expressed  a  desire  to 
meet  Mr.  Cornish-Bowden.  1  accordingly  accomj)anied  this 
gentlenuin  to  his  offic(%  whei'e  he  ])ut  him  several  (juestions  con- 
cerning the  work  of  the  Surveyor-General's  Department 
generally. 

After  this  interview  it  a})pears  that  Mr.  Bowden,  on  r(durning 
to  his  office,  informed  tl'e  Acting  Surveyor-(iemTal  of  what  had 
taken  place  in  a  very  open  and  candid  maniu'r,  which  I  thi'ik 
disposes  of  the  insinuation  made  before  the  (Committee  as  to  the 
part  he  ])layed  in  the  supersession  of  his  sujierior  oflicer. 

A])parently,  on  hearing  fi'om  Mr.  Bowden  wh'it  had  taken 
place  at  tlie  interview,  Mr.  van  lienen,  in  a  tit  of  piqius  sat 
down  and  wrote  his  letter  of  resignation,  which  was  received 
in   mv  ofHce  on    Xovemlx'r  17,  1!)()4. 
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.This  coiiiiii  1111  i(;ii  idii  \v,i>  sul)iiiittcii  to  nic  hy  Mr.  lixikc  win.' 
was  Acting'  I' iidcr  SccrcUiry  for  Au'ricull  iirc  mi  N  nVfinlxT  17, 
and  I  iiisti-iictcd  liiin  in  ao-cpt  il  with  rct^Td.  and  In  say  tlia' 
arraiiy'cinciit.s  would  lio  made  to  I'olicxi'  Mr.  \aii  IJoni'ii  ot  hi- 
duties  as  soon  a--  ]io<vil)h'.  in   ai-ciirdaiKc  with  hi-  ic(juc><i  . 

This   inst  taict  ion  \\a-  cariird  out   on    .\o\-(uii1hu'   I!'.   1'.HM. 

'I'hc  [losition   on  thi>  thitr  was  tlic  toHowino': 

The   Siiivc\'or-(  MUKU  a  1    wa'-  dead. 

The  I'drst  A>>istaiit  Surv('\-or-(  icncu'al  (who  wa>  Aciintr  Sur- 
V('yor-(  Iciicral  I  had    ic-i^-inMl . 

Ml.  ('oriiish-i>o\v(h  n.  the  Second  As>i>tant  Suivcyoi -( icnci  al 
ICiisihc  IK  .rt  in  rank  in  fh'    1 1,/ ^n  rl  nn  tif . 

I  accoi'dinn-1  V.  alter  consiihat ion  witli  ^Jr.  'I'ooke,  in>!riicted 
him  to  have  a  Minute  pre])ared  a])])oin1  inj^-  .Mi'.  J{oW(hui  to  a(;t 
as  Survevor-liencral  in  tiie  room  of  ('apt.  Turiscli.  (h'ceased. 

1'hero  was  some  litth'  delay  in  drai'lini^'  this  Minute,  owinu-  '<^ 
the  (juestion  of  the  .■^alai'v  that  Mr.  I'xiwchui  >houhl  draw  hasing- 
to  be  discussed  in  ('al)inet.  }low"e\'er.  on  Xovenihei'  ^M.  ac(ord- 
ii\^  to  Ml'.  'I'ooke's  note  on  the  papers.  Mr.  Howchuis  appoint- 
ment to  act  a<  Survevor-(  ieiieral  at  +'!J()(I  |)er  annum  was 
ap])roved  hx  me. 

/  ////'/  (ilri'iilq  /nfaniuil  Mr.  Ii">r,hn.  Virhiillji,  that  this  Wits 
tin    (licisKiii    (if   the   (J Di'f  rtniK  nf . 

A  .Minute  was  accoi'din<i'ly  prepared,  hut  the  (jue^n'on  aroe 
as  to  wiiether  we  sliouhl  ^ive  Mr.  Uowch'ii  the  acting'  appoint- 
ment or  iiKikf^  it  a  permanent  one.  After  further  discussion, 
the  Minute  was  redrafted  ap])ointin<.i-  Mi'.  Jiowdeii  Surveyoi- 
(lenei'al  and  initialh'd  hv  me  hefoi'c  lieiiig'  >enl  up  to  (ahiiiei. 
Hei'e  It  was,  howevei',  Hna!l\'  altered  to  Acting'  Surv<'\'or- 
(jencj'al  on  Decemher  !),  and  a]iproved  as  such  on  tlie  Itith  i(h'm. 

In  t!ie  meanwhih',  Mr.  van  Ueiien  had  asked  the  Prime 
Ministci'  for  an  interview,  which  lie  had  granted,  and  had  placed 
])efo]'e  him  the  cii'cumstances  under  which  he  was  jilaced  owing 
to  his  I'csignat  ion,  and  had  appealed  to  him,  I  IxdicNc,  for  con- 
sideralion . 

Tiie  i'lime  Minister  thereujioii  asked  me  to  di-cuss  the  niaitei' 
witii  him  f -M  r  van  Reneii),  which  I  did.  I  think  ahout  the  "Jlth 
or  '2-)\  h  (d'  .Xovemhei'. 

()f  tlii->  interview  I  have  a  very  \-ivid  recollectiim,  and  shall, 
as  hriefK'  as  pos-ihle.  state  what    took    place. 

Mr.  van  Iieiien,  on  calmer  c(msiderat  ion,  had  evidcnilv  conn> 
to  the  comdusicm  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  teiuh'ting  hi.s 
resignation,  and  ap[iroaclied  mt  witji  an  ml  m  istri(  nnl  in  nt  plea 
a.s  to  the  position  in  which  he  now  lound  himstdf.      He  j)ointed. 
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out  in  the  first  placo  thai,  owing  to  tlie  seven  years  that  he  had 
spent  in  the  Governnieut  Seivice  he  had  conndetely  saerifieed 
his  private  praetice,  and  in  tlie  second  phice  tliat,  for  the  same 
reason,  certain  farming-  pioperties  wliich  he  owned,  had  been 
allowed  to  lie  imdeveh)])ed,  and  that  if  he  were  to  leave  the  Ser- 
A"ice  immediately  lie  would  find  himself  in  serious  hnancial 
straits.  He  further  informed  me  that  hv  was  not  in  very  good 
health,  and  that  owing  to  all  this  worry  al)out  the  appointment 
he  was  suifering  from  nervous  prostration. 

He  so  impressed  me  with  the  sei'iousness  of  his  positioii  that 
I  told  him  that,  out  of  consideration  for  him,  J  would  allow  him 
to  withdraw  his  icsignation  on  the  understanding  that  he  wo\ild 
apply  for  six  months'  si(dv  leav(>  and  would  retire  at  the  end  of 
this  [)eriod.  My  object  in  doing  this  was  three-fold;  firstly, 
this  would  give  him  time  to  recovei'  his  health:  secondh^  it 
would  enable  him  to  work  np  his  ])ractice  again  ;  and  thirdly, 
it  would  give  him  an  o])p()rtnnity  of  ])lacing  his  farming  in- 
vestments on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 

A  further  reason,  and  one  that  weighed  heavily  with  me,  was 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  his  not  having  had  ten  years  of  service, 
Mr.  van  Renen  would  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  pension 
whatever,  ami  that  by  going  on  leave  T  might  have  an  op])or- 
tunity.  ir/ii/r  lie  was  sf/II  hi  the  S(  rrice,  of  laying  his  case  before 
Parliament  for  sjx'cial  consideration  in  the  foi'm  of  a  gratnity. 

/  haJ  pi-evioiidij  consulted  Mr.  Toohe,  (uuJ  liad  hce/i  informed 
by  Itun  that  there  were  jireeedents  in  the  Serviee  for  sueh  a  course. 

Mr.  van  Kenen  thanked  me  for  my  consideration,  and  left  me 
with  the  fiiin  conviction  that  lie  woidd  immediat(dy  submit  his 
application  for  sick  leave. 

I  thereupon  informed  Mr.  Tooke  that  I  had  allowed  Mr.  van 
Eenen  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  and  instructed  him  to  call 
on  that  gentleman  and  arrange  with  him  the  details  of  his  leave. 
At  the  same  time  instiuctions  were  given  for  the  cancellation 
of  our  letter  acce])ting  the  resignation,  and  tliese  were  carried 
out  on  the  29th  Xov(>mber,  1904. 

Appar(uitly,  when  Mr.  van  llenen  returned  to  his  office,  he 
reconsidered  his  decisu)n,  and,  having  been  allowed  to  withdraw 
his  resignation,  ])referred  to  sit  still  and  await  developments. 

I  was  absent  from  office  from  the  4th  to  the  l-'Uh  of  December 
in  connection  with  the  opening  r)f  the  Ad(4ai(h'  Model  Dairy 
Co.,  and,  immediately  on  my  return,  left  for  JMigland  on  the 
]-lth   December,    1904,   under   oidcrs  from   my  medical  adviser. 

H(4oi('  leaving  \  had  initialhul  the  Minute  previously  referred 
to,  a])pi()ving  of  Mr.  ( 'ornisli-Bowden's  appointment  as  Sur- 
veyor-iTcneral  :  this  was,  however,  apj)arently  reconsidered  in 
Cabinet   and  altei'cd  to   Aciin<r  Survevor-Gi'ueral  after  mv  de- 
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partuiH',  as  the  Mimitc  is  dated  tIk-  llith     DfcciiilxT.  lilOt-  t\v(. 
dtiys  after  my  sai]in<r. 

■(  )f  the  siil)se(|U(Mit  events  [  am  nut  in  a  jiosition  'm  -a\-  anv- 
iliinir  ;i-^  I  was.  uniui't >niatel\-.  al)S(Mit  from  tlie  Cnlonx'  till  -luK-. 
19();').  In  (■(iiiclu>i(in.  1  wmild  like  to  say  ihal  1  \\eleimn>  tin- 
fnlle^l    iii\(>-t  io'ai  ion   inio  tlii>  matter. 

^Ir.  li(»\vdeii  was  a  perfect  >traiig'er  to  me  ;i|)  tn  the  time  i 
oeeepted  oftiee.  and  I  had  onl\-  eome  in  coiilael  with  him  alxoit 
0  (h)zen  time-  in  all  since  that.  Had  I  been  acfimled  hy  feel- 
iiiLTS  of  fi'iendshio  as  has  ])een  insinuated  in  some  (]uai-ter>.  my 
leanini-'s  wfoihi  natui'allv  have  l)een  towaids  Mi'.  V..  (i.  Hall, 
who  had  ])een  a  |iersonal  friend  of  mine  foi'  yeai>.  Hnl  1  shall 
treat   the>e  iiisinual  ion>  with    the  contempt   they  de>e]\-e. 

I'he   main  points  I  wish  to  Iji  in^'  out   aic  the-e  : 

J  wa>  tirnd\'  convinced  that  thi^  Suiveyoi-(Tenei;d">  UiWt-t' 
reipiired  a  thorough  reorii'anizat ion  1)\-  a  sinme'  hand.  When 
discussinir  this  with  the  ])ei'manent  iieads  of  my  Depai't meiit 
hotli  the  ['nder  Secretary  and  the  Assistant  I  nder  Secretai'X' 
impi'cssed  u{)on  me  stron<i-ly  that  in  their  oj)inion  Mr.  van 
Ivenen  did  not  possess  llie  ]ie(-es>ai'y  strenu'th  to  carry  it 
tln'oug-h.  and  that  .Mi-.  Bowden  did. 

'J'he  simplei'  coui'X'  would  have  bei-n  foi'  me  to  have  eoii- 
fii'ined  Mr.  van  Henen  in  the  appointment,  hut  sur(dy  in  fillin«f 
such  an  important  'wist  as  that  of  the  Suiveyoi'-(  reneralshij'  of 
the  Cape  ('olony  a  Minister  should  not  l)e  ex])ected  to  take  tlie 
easier  eouise  sim])ly  l)ecause  it  is  the  one  usually  followed  !  ^ly 
-ole  object  was  to  u'et  the  best  man  available  foi'  the  ])ositioii. 
In  mv  opinion  and  in  the  opinion  of  m\"  permanent  advisers, 
Mr.  Howden  was  a  bettf'i'  mail  under  the  circumstances  than 
Mr.  van  I'eiien.  and  I  ventui'e  to  think  that  this  ah)ne  justilies 
my  action  in  t  he  mattei'. 

I  am  hap])y  to  say.  too.  that  the  condition  of  the  Surveyor- 
(renei'al's  Department  to-day  am])ly  justities  mv  sidection. 

<  )ver  and  above  all.  !  would  empha-i<e  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  actual  su|)ei'sessiou  (d'  Mr.  van  I'enen.  seeing'  that,  at 
the  time  I  appidved  of  .Mi'.  Howdeiis  actuie'  apjtointment .  Mr. 
van  I'eiien's  resiii'iiat  ion  was  in  the  hands  of  the  (iovernment. 
and  .Mr.    Howdeii   was  the  next   in   rank'  in  the  (  )ffice. 

In  subse{|uently  ac(-eptinL;'  tlie  withdrawal  of  ^Ir.  van  Ixenen's 
resipi'nat  ion  1  had  no  intenti(»n  of  alterino'  the  decision  I  had 
come  to  ill  reL;-ard  to  the  a])pointment  of  ^Iv.  l^owden. 

I  may  add  that  I  am  wholly  unable  to  understand  the  In^si- 
taiicv  of  .Me~->rs.  ('urre\'  and  'I'ooki'  in  staiiiiL;-  to  the  Sidect  ('om- 
mittee  la-t  \-('ar  the  reasons  upon  which  thev  e'roimded  their 
]ir(dei'ence  for  Mr.  Howden.  To  m\'  mind  these  wei'e  ])erfectly 
(dear  : 
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(a)  That  in  Mr.   Tooke's  opinion  there  was  no  Officer  ex- 

cept Mr.  Marqnard  who  reached  Mr.  Bowden's  high 
standai'd  of  efficiency  on  tlie  face  of  the  reports  and 
minutes  submitted  by  Mr.  Bowden. 

(b)  That    there   were    various   comphiints    of    delays   with 

matters  of  title  with  no  apparent  attempt  to  obviate 
them. 

((■)  That  both  these  Officers  advised  me  that  in  their  opinion 
Mr.  van  llenen  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  reconstruct- 
ing the  office. 

(//)  That  the  question  raised  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Maclear  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Currey  at  least  as  a 
serious  drawback  to  Mr.  van  Renen's  efficiency. 

When  I  came  into  the  Department  I  had  determined  to  infuse 
as  much  energy  and  efficiency  into  every  branch  of  its  work  as 
possible,  and  in  view  of  the  schemes  I  contemplated  I  was 
bound  to  accept  the  unqualified  declarations  of  my  responsible 
Officers 

I  venture  to  submit  that  my  position  is  unimpeachable,  as  I 
have  done  everything  humanly  possible  to  help  Mr.  van  Henen, 
but  I  was  bound  to  place  the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Service 
above  all  considerations. 

ARTHUR  J.  FULLER. 

July  17th,  1906. 


Annp^xure  a. 
Copy.] 

The  Minister, — With  reference  to  our  conversation  of  to-day 
and  in  terms  of  your  reqiiest,  I  beg  to  record  in  writing  my  re- 
commendation as  to  the  appointment  of  Surveyor-General  in 
place  of  the  late  Captain  Jurisch. 

Mr.  van  Renen  is  the  First  Assistant  Surveyor-General. 
His  appointment  dates  from  1st  September,  1897. 

He  enjoyed,  previous  to  his  appointment,  a  higli  reputation 
among  the  members  of  his  ])rofession  and  with  the  public  as  a 
capable  surveyor.  It  may  be  doubted  whetlier  he  has  qualifi- 
cations wliich  (>nable  him  to  maintain  discipline  in  a  large 
office  and  give  satisfaction  in  dealing  witli  the  public  and  in 
advising  the  Government  in  many  cases  where  the  interests  of 
the  Gov(>7Tntieut  and  tlie  T)i-ivat(^  and  local  interests  are  in  con- 
flict. 

At  th(^  same  time  it  wouhl  })e  admiiied  to  ])e  a  serious  step 
to  ])lace  anyone  ovet'  his  liead  unless  theic  wei'e  strong  reasons 
to  advance  in  snpjjort  of  such  :i  conrse. 
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Mr.  Frank  M()lt(Mi(),  on  Ix'iiiti:  consulted,  confidentially  look 
-that  view,  and  could  not  name  any  surveyoi'  so  dist injr'iished 
abovi'  the  otheis  for  his  (>.\:cej)tional  (pialities  to  justify  this 
step. 

Mr.  Cornish-Bowden  is  the  Second  Assistant  Surveyoi - 
(xeneral  ;    his  appointment  dating  from  2()th  Janmiry,    IDO-'!. 

I  have  had  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  liowden  beyond  that 
arisinjj^  from  official  intercourse,  but  1  may  say  that  1  was  vei'y 
much  im{)ressed  by  tlu^  ca])acity  and  character  evinced  in  liis 
reports  to  this  office.  Of  his  ])rofessional  abilities  I  am  not 
competent  to  form  an  opinion,  b\it  knowings  as  I  do  from  lon<j 
experience  dating;  from  188^,  that  tlie  most  necessary  (|ualifica- 
tions  for  a  Surveyor-General  are  ability  to  contT'ol  and  enforce 
disci])line  in  a  large  office;  to  take  wide  and  sound  views  as 
regards  land  matters  where  tliey  affect  the.  public,  and  to  give 
free  and  decisive  expressions  to  the  0])ini()ns  M'hich  he  holds, 
I  may  record  my  opinion  that  with  the  exception  of  the  late 
Mt-.  Marcpiard,  I  have  not  met  witli  an  officer  in  the  Survey 
Office  who  has  so  comjjletely  satisfied  me  as  to  his  ability. 

Mr.  ilurray,  liegistry  Surveyor,  is  an  officer  l)earing  a  good 
reputation,  who  might  suitably  be  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancv 
in  the  Survey  Office.  Ilis  service  in  the  ])eeds  Office  dates 
from  November  4,  189-5.  Il(^  is,  therefore,  of  longer  service 
than  ^Ir.  van  lienen,  and  is  not  likely  to  s(>rve  under  ^Ir. 
Bowden. 

I  would  regret  any  appointment  of  an  officer,  however 
capable,  by  which  we  might  stand  to  lose  Mr.  liowden's  ser- 
vices for  Mr.  Bowden "s  value  is  known,  and  the  other  officers' 
suitability   wtjuld  still   reciuire  to  be  test(Ml. 

Mr.  (rilbeit  Hall's  name  has  also  been  mentioned.  1  regret 
that  1  know  litih'  of  this  gentleman,  exce])t  that  he  also  is  a, 
highly  ([ualified  surveyor,  but  it  s(n>ms  unlikely  that  he  would 
care  to  take  a  ])ost  below  Mr.  Bowden,  and  if  placed  above  him 
we  should  still  iiin  the  lisk  of  r(-phicing  Mi'.  Bowden  (shouhl  he 
resign)  by  anothei'  man  perha])s  as  capable.  l)p.t  on  the  other 
liand,  jierhaps  not. 

1,  fhei-efore,  beg  respectfully  lo  advise  that  Mr.  Bowden  be 
aj)poiiitcd  as  Surveyoi -( !(>nera I,  and  be  allowed  to  select  his 
A<si<1;Mit  or  Assistants  if  two  arc  i'(m1I\-  re(|uir(Ml.  I  assume 
that   .Mr.   van   1^'iien  would   resi^'ii. 

/'Sio-ned!      W.    HAM. MOM)  TOOKf:. 
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Anxkxurk   B. 

Copy.] 

2\o.    1-j9a.  Departnu'iit  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary  for  xVgriculture, 
Cape  Town,  20th  August,  1904. 

OFFTClvRS  LlABLi:  TO  BE  DEALT  AVITH  EXDEK 

SECTION  25  OF  ACT  XO.  ;52  OF  1905. 

Sir,-  lu  couipliance  with  tlie  request  contained  in  vour  hotter 
.No.  A  lUl/2272,  dated  the  19th  ultimo,  and  your  reminder  of 
the  17th  instant,  on  the  above  subject,  T  liave  the  honour  to  for- 
ward herewith  for  the  information  of  the  Prime  Minister  the 
prescribed  Pension  l'''orms,  duly  filled  in,  of  four  officers  in  this 
Department  wlio  ai'e  liable  to  be  dealt  with  under  section  25 
of  Act  o2  of  1895,  viz.  :- 

Captain  C.  L.  H.  M.  Jurisch,  Surveyoi-General  ; 

Mr.  W.  H.  Home,  Chief  Clerk; 

Mr.  T.  H.  ]ilaclear,  First  Clerk; 

iind  Mr.  M.  T.  Brink,  Chief  Draughtsman. 

Of  thes(>  gentlemen  I  recommend  for  exemption  Captain 
JTurisch,  Afr.   T.  Macleur,  and  Mr.  Brink. 

In  the  case  of  Captain  Jurisch,  the  Survey or-Oeneral,  who  is 
now  absent  on  sick  leave  and  is  due  to  arrive  in  South  Africa 
in  the  course  of  the  next  two  months,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
lie  was  assured  before  his  departure  for  Europe  that  there  was 
no  intention  on  the  j)art  of  tiie  Crovernment  to  retire  him.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  then  to  discuss  or  enter  into  the  merits 
of  his  services.  xVll  1  would  say  is  that  I  trust  he  may  return 
in  jjerfect  health  to  giv(>  the  country  and  the  (jovernment  for 
many  years  to  come  tlie  beneiit  of  his  ripe  judgment  and  ex- 
perience. My  reason  for  rcHjuesting  the  continuation  of  ^Ir. 
Brink's  s(>rvices  are  tliesc  : 

[ai)  The  nature  of  the  work  performed  by  him,  which  con- 
sists principally  of  the  compilation  of  Oeneral  Plan 
from  diagrams  (old  and  new)  is  such  that  only  b}^  long 
experience,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Dutch  (so  as  to 
be  able  to  correctly  ti'anslate  and  interpret  tlie  old 
Dutch  tiile-d(>eds  issued  before  tlu>  Colon v  came  under 
British  rule),  assiduity,  and  love  for  the  work,  ([uali- 
ties  all  ])ossessed  by  Mr.  i^riiik  in  a  high  degree,  can 
success  be  achu'ved. 

{}))  At  present  there  is  no  one  in  the  Draughtsmen's  room 
here  who  could  take  up  this  work  without  soni(>  vear,* 
longer  practice  and  training. 
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(r)  So  far  as  I  am  al)lc  to  ascertain,  Mr.  Jhiiik  is  in  good 
health,  and  is  \villin<^  and  anxious  to  coinjjih'  and  coui- 
pk'te  certain  ini])ortant  phiiis  which  are  uitrently  re- 
([uir(>d  a  task  which  I  feel  can  be  successfully  acconi- 
])lished  only  l)y  his  experienced  liand. 

1  may  add  that  much  of  the  compilation  work  had  to  he  [)Ut 
off  during  the  late  war,  when  most  of  the  officers  in  the  Drawing 
Office  were  lalled  upon  to  fram(>  phms,  etc.,  for  Military  pur- 
poses, and  as  a  conse(}uence  Mr.  Brink  was  taken  away  from  liis 
rc^gular  duties  in  order  to  till  u]>  the  gap  thus  caused  and  to 
j)revent  the  routine  work  from  falling  into  arrear. 

For  these  Tcasons  1  consithu'  it  absolutely  iiecessaiy,  and  I 
stronti'h'  recommend  the  (Tovernment  to  retain  the  services  of 
this  officer. 

AVith  retrard  to  Mr.  Maclear,  X\\v  First  Clerk,  most  of  the 
reasons  given  for  the  retention  of  Mr.  Brink's  services  apply 
also  in  his  (_Mr.  Ma(dcar's)  ease. 

For  very  many  years  this  officer,  in  addition  to  his  account- 
ing work,  has  had  under  his  s])ecial  charge  all  cases  dealt  with 
under  the  Land  Beacons  Amendment  and  Extension  Act,  Xo. 
9  of  1879;  and  gradually  as  the  advantages  of  this  Act  became 
more  apparent  to  and  a])preciated  by  the  public,  his  work  in 
this  connection  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  now  it  is  as 
muc-h  as  one  man  can  do  to  co])e  with  the  cases  that  annually 
come  up  for  settlement.  }\y  long  practice  in  this  branidi  of 
the  work  of  this  Department,  and  s])ecial  knowledge  of  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  Land  Surveyors  when  framing  diagrams 
for  cases  undei'  Act  9  of  1879,  ac([uirements  which  few,  if  any, 
of  the  other  ofHcers  here  have  had  an  o])])ort unity  of  obtaining 
-Mr.  ^laclear  lias  become  quite  an  adept  at  liis  work.  Fo 
train  a  new  and  inexperienced  nuin  for  it  would.  1  consider,  take 
at  least  fwo  years,  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
amended  titles  be  carefully  and  coi'rectly  drawn  so  as  to  obviate 
possil)l(*  litigation  and  ])ecuniarv  loss  to  the  Government,  1 
consider  it  to  be  in  the  interests  of  the  (Jovernment  to  I'etain 
^Mr.  Maidear's  sei'vices  for  at  least  two  years  longer.  During 
that  time  cai'c  will  be  taken  that  one  of  the  other  ofhcers  having 
the  necessary  (]ualifications  is  trained  to  take  his  (^Ir. 
Maclear's)  ])laie. 

Mr.  William  Iforne,  the  Chiei'  Ciei-k,  is  mentioned  last, 
tiiough  he  is  by  no  means  the  least  of  the  many  desei'ving 
officers  in  lhl>  DepartTuent  who  have  Li'ot  l)evoiid  tlie  age-limit. 
His  re('oj(l,  a^  shown  in  the  detailed  list  of  his  scr\-iccs,  speaks 
for  itself,  and  is  that  of  an  oflici f  who  has  ]'(Midei'ed  long  and 
faithful  seivice  to  the  (iovei'nnient   and  his  counirv. 

The  (iufies  that  devolved  upon  him  as  Chief  CIciIk,  rc(|uiT'ing 
power  of  oT'ganizalion  and  methodical  habits,  have  ])e(Mi  success- 
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fully  carried  out.  His  knowledge  of  tlie  old,  musty  records 
here  enshrined,  dating  back  for  centuries,  to  which  reference 
has  so  frequently  to  be  made — knowledge  which  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  long  service  and  a  retentive  memory  -is  remarkable, 
and  is  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me  in  cases  where  such 
records  have  to  be  referred  to. 

He  has,  however,  decided  to  retire,  and  much  as  his  services 
will  be  missed  and  his  loss  deplored  in  this  Department,  it  is 
felt  that  he  is  the  best  judge  of  what  he  is  capable  of  enduring. 

For  this  very  long  and  excellent  service  I  strongly  recom- 
mend his  case  for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  I  trust  will  make  him  such  an  allowance  as  a  pension, 
in  addition  to  what  he  is  entitled  under  the  regulations,  as  he 
undoubtedly  deserves. 

I  have,  etc.,  etc., 

(Signed)     H.  VAX  EEXEN 

xlcting  Surveyor-General . 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  the  vei'v  sad  news  of  the 
miich-to-be-regretted  death  of  our  hiji'lily  ]esj)(Micd  Chiefs 
Captain  Jurisch,  lias  been  cabled  from  lMir()])c. 


Anxexure  C. 

EETITEX  0¥  APPLICATIONS  FOE  AMEXDED  TITLE 
EECEIVED  BY  THE  SUEA^EYOE-GEXEEAL  DUE- 
IX G  THE  TWO  YEAES  EXDED  :UST  DECEMBEE, 
1904,  IX  TEEMS  OF  "THE  LAXD  BEACOXS 
AMEXDMEXT  AXI)  EXTEXSIOX  ACT,  1879"; 

Giving  the  name  of  the  applicant,  the  situation  of  the  land  in 
respect  of  which  the  application  was  made,  the  date  of  recei])t 
of  the  papers  in  the  Surveyor-General's  Office,  the  date  of  the 
publication  of  the  notice  required  by  section  7  of  the  aforesaid 
Act,  and  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  amended  title.  In  cases 
in  which  more  than  fourteen  days  ela])sed  between  the  date  of 
the  receipt  of  the  application  in  the  Surveyor-General's  office 
and  the  publication  of  the  notice  under  section  7  of  the  Aci, 
the  cause  of  the  delay  is  briefly  explained.  And  where  more 
than  twenty-one  days  elapse  b(>tween  the  date  of  the  expii'ation 
of  th(^  period  of  sixty  days  referred  to  in  the  said  section  7  of  the 
Act,  and  the  date  of  issue  of  the  amended  title,  the  cause  of 
such  delay  is  briefly  stated  in  each  case.      [A  (! — '05.] 


APPENDIX. 


[^'] 


MEMORANDUM  WITH  REFHKKNCi:  TO  THE 
ABSENCE  ON  SICK  EKAVE  AND  ORDENAKY 
EEAVi:  OF  OFFICERS  IN  THE  SERVEVOR- 
OENFKAES  DEPARTMENT  FROM  MAY.  11)04, 
TO  .EVNEARV.   EJOtl. 

Ill  his  i'c])!v  to  C^uestion  'lo  (  Fiiirc  4  of  the  Sch'ct  ("oimiiittec 
Kcjioi't  hi>t  Session)  Mr.  \';in  Keiicn  makes  the  followiiitr  statc- 
inciit.  viz.  :  — 

"  I  inav  exphiin  that  after  ('a])t.  Juriseli  left  ■\ve  had  a  y'reat 
(leal  of  work  ;  tlu'  work  was  increased  treniendonsly.  a  lot 
of  work  was  oiven  us  that  used  to  he  doiK,'  in  the  Auri- 
eultural  I)e])artnierit.  which  was  assio-ued  then  to  the 
Sui-vevoi--(ienerars  (  )ffice.  and  we  also  had  at  one  time  no 
les<  than  a  iiHlf-a-(h)/.en  of  the  ])rinci))al  officei's  awav  sick, 
('apt.  .hu-l-eli.  the  Ohi(!f  Clei'k.  the  elei'k  next  to  the 
<-|iii'f,  and  three  othei'  men  were  all  away  tou'etiier.  We 
coiisetpiently  could  not  manau'e  the  woi'k,  and  it  u'ot  con- 
se(juentl\-  sliiihtlv  into  ai'i'ears  in  some  I'espect.  That, 
ho\ve\er.  could  not  he  helped  in  the  cii'cumstances."' 

Thi-  -tatcnieiit  lie  rciterateil  in  rep.jv  to  C^Jnestion  No.  'I'J.')  (  Paije 
-A),  whcii  he  addi'd  tliat'tlie  office  could  not  co])e  with  llie  work 
hecause  "  six  nf  ihr  hrsf  ii\t  n   ini'c  niraii.' 

" 'I'l').  ^E•.  Malan.  Durint;;  the  time  xou  were  Actin<>- 
Swi-vcyoi-l  ienei-al.  what  \\a>  tlie  state  of  discipline  in  tlie 
ofhcc  :  was  it  u'ctod  r — "1  es  :  there  were  nevei'  anv  com- 
])laiiits.  thinu's  went  \rr\-  snioothK.  We  never  had  any 
complaints.  As  1  haxc  said,  the  work  ^'ot  a  little  into 
aireai's  on  account  of  men.  six  men.  heinu'  awaw  Six  of 
tlif  hest  men  wci-e  awav.  the  Sm'\('\f)r-(  ienerai.  the  chief 
clerk,  the  man  iicxl  to  the  chief  clei'k.  and  tlu'ce  other 
othcc-r-.  at  one  time.  We  had  to  jjfct  on  the  hest  wav  we 
fould   Willi  tlie  (itlier~.  l)iit    could  not    cope  with  the  wdi'k." 

As  ihe  (  (Jiumittee  diiniiL:  m\'  examination  last  week  expre>sed 
a  dcsiiT  to  li;i\"e  these  statements  \-eritied.  1  haxc  endeavoured  to 
<io  s().  and  1  -uhjoiii  a  statement  <hewiiiu'  at  a  i^laiice  the  numher 
ol  oHicrrs  ah<eiit  on  |f;i\('  durini;-  the  jiermd  !oi-  whudi  Mr. 
\  an  iJ'iieii  actiil.  \i/..  :— iSrd  Maw  IC'M.  to  j.'dh  Decem'Der, 
l«t(»4. 
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Leave  of  absence  granted  in  Surveyor-Geno-al's  office  during 
period  in  Avhich  Mr.  Van  Kenen  acted  (from  3rd  May  to  loth 
December,  1904). 


Month, 
1904. 


May 

June 

July        ... 

August  ... 
September 

October  . . . 
Xovember 

December 


Name  of  Clerks 
jabsent  during  Month. 

A.  G.  Oakes 


Period. 


2nd  Cla.<s  Clerk 


,  W.  H.  Home       ...    Chief  (Jerk  ...  i 
I  T.  G.  deC.  Budgen  :  Draughtsman 

j  P.  A.  Brand         ...  '  Draughtsman  ...  i 

{  A.  G.  Oakes         ...  i  2nd  Class  Clerk  ...  ■ 

I  i 

P.  A.  Brand         ...  !  Draughtsman  ...  j 

!  i 

R.  Pritchard       ...  !  Draughtsman         ...  ' 

I  I 

J.  H.  R.  de  Smidt  i  1st  Class  Clerk        ...  I 

I 

i  J.  Tl.  R.  de   Smidt  !  1st  Class  Clerk 
j  11.  R.  Kuys  ...1  Draughtsman 

fP.  A.  Brand         ...  i  Draughtsnaan  ... 

I  W.  H.  Home       ...  i  Chief  Clerk 
•j  J.  H   R.  d(^   Smidt  j  1st  Class  Clerk        ...  i 
I  E.  W.  Andrews  ...  i  Comi)uterin  Geodetic 
I  Branch. 

I  i 

W.  H.  Home       ...  I  Chief  Clerk 
'   E.  Sta]Jeton        ...  ■  1st  Class  (Jerk 
'  J.  li.  R.  de    Smidt     1st  Class  Clirk 


1  day,  30/  r>IO-^ 

11  days.  1/  G/04  to  11,  (;;04 

'.)     .'.   21;  (;'04  to2'.t  0  04 

4     „   27/  (;;U4  to  3(),'  ('.04 

4    ..     i;  <;,04  to    i;  i;  04 


30 

,      1;  7/04  to  30/  7/04 

20 

,      1 ;  8/04  to  20/  8:04 

3 

.   28    i),Ol  to  30    9;04 

31 

31 

,      1J0,,01  to  31  10  04 
1  Jo;o4  to  31  10  04 

30 
30 
30 

,      7  lli04  to  1211  04 
,      IJ  1/04  to  30/1104 
,     M 1/04  to  30  J 1/04 
.      1  11/04  to  30/11/04 

31 

21 

27 

,      1  12  (J  to  31  12  04 
,      1  12  01  to  21   !2()4 
.      1  12,01  to  27  12  04 

N.B. — In  addition  to  the  above  Captain  Jnrisch.  the  Surveyor  J  vcneral,  was 
absent  on  leave  from  3rd  May  to  20th  August,  1  '.'o4,  when  he  died.  His  place  has 
not  however  been  filled  uj)  so  that  his  absence  ap])lies  equally  to  tne  subiefpient 
periods  dealt  witli  in  the  tables  on  pages  xvi.  and  xvii. 


Resume 


Officers  on  Ordinary  Vacation  Leave. 
..    Sick  Leave. 


From  this  statement  it  will  he  seen  tliat  at  no  time  were  tliei'C 
"  Six  of  tlu!  l)est  men  awav  "  nor  were  there  /'>•(')■  si.r  men  of  any 
otlier  des{;rij)tion  absent  fi'om  OtHce  simultaneously. 

On  only  our  ()('(;asi()n  wei-e  \\\cvv  ■')  \nvn  -awaj  s/mii/ia/wdit.'i/i/, 
vi/ : — in  November,  1 1)04.  One  of  these  o  Avas  only  absent  for 
6  days,  the  i-emainino- 4  beinii' absent  for  the  whole  month.  Of 
these  four,  howcvei-.  only  three,  wei'e  in  the  Head  OtHce.  the 
fouiJh  man  Mr.  Andi-ews  heini;:  a  com])uter  in  the  (ieodelic 
Uranch  Avhicli,  according  to  Mr.  \an  Renoi's  re])ly  to  (Question 
31  (page  4)  does  a  class  of  work  Avith  Avhich  the;  Head  Office 
does  not  come  into  contact  nnicii  and  Avhich  does  not  interfere 
with  the  Head  OfHce  luuch. 
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31.  "■  Mr.  Malaii,  Thov  are  scattered  over  the  Town  :  does 
tliat  iiitei'lere  -with  the  work  r — At  ])resent  it  does  not, 
beeanse  the  two  dcj)artnu'nts  that  are  away  fVom  us  haxc 
ehisses  of  work  tliat  we  do  not  come  into  eontaet  with 
much  :    it  does  not  interfere  with  us  nuieh. 

Moreover  Mr.  An(h'ews  was  ahseiit  on  Ordinari/  Vdctition 
Lciire  and  if'liis  al)senee  wouhl  in  Mi',  van  Renen  s  opinion  liave 
interfered  with  the  woi-k  of  the  otHee  it  was  an  ei'ror  of  JMd<i:nient 
on  liis  pai't  to  icconnncnd  it  at  such  a  tinu\ 

I'^HniinatinL;-  Mr.  An(hTws,  this  ]ea\es  us  with  only  Messrs. 
Home  and  (h'  Sniidt  awav.  and  ('aj)tain  flurisch  (h-ccastML 
The  fii-st  named  was  vei'v  l)roken  in  heahh  and  was  on  h'av(! 
prioi'  to  rctirinu^  on  ])ension  and  Mr.  de  Sniidt  snf!"e!f(l  from 
lu'art  trouhh'  and  \vas  ire(|iientlv  al)sent  in  eonsciiuenee,  and  was. 
a-^  a  mattei'  of  fact,  j-etired  on  ])ension  some  tinn'  hiter  on  this 
ijrouiuL  idle  work  pei'fornied  hv  these  two  uentlenieii  in  the 
ofHcc  at  that  time  was  for  these  reasons  of  small  eonsc(j',ience 
and  their  ahsenee  in  niv  oj)inion  should  not  have  th(>  importance 
attached  t(»  it  that  Mr.  van  Ixeiien  attaches. 

h'ive  men  were  al>o  ahseiit  diiriiiu'  the  month  of. lime.  1!)()4, 
hut  not  simiiltaneoii-lv  and  oiilv  tor  such  short  ])eriods  as  not  to 
be  of  anv  conse(pieiice. 

In  December  li)04,  four  otHcers  were  absent  toii'etlu'r  but  only 
two  of  them.  Mr.  Sta])leton  and  ("aptaiii  Jiii'isfh  would  in  mv 
0])inioii  at  that  time  have  made  any  difh'rence  hail  they 
been    there,    the   other   two    beiiiLi'    M(>>>rs.    Iloi-ne   and   de    Smidt. 

For  the  >ake  of  comparison  I  ha\('  caused  ivcturn-  to  be  coni- 
])iled  sliowiuii-  the  ()HiceiS(jii  leave  durinu'  the  se\en  nionlh>  from 
b-t  danuar\  to  .'Ib-l  rlulv,  liX).'),  when  Mr.  liowdtMi  tir>l  acted 
a<  Siir\('Voi'-(  ieiieral  anil  ;d^o  for  the  six  months,  1st  daiiuar\'  to 
.')(tth  dune.  1!H)().  since  \\\<  coniirmat ion  in  the  post  oi  Siu'\"eyor- 
( leiieral.  Captain  .1  iiri-ch  s  jiosition  duriiiL;'  the>e  pi'i'ioils  has  not 
been  filled  up. 
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Leave  of  absence  in  Survevor-denerars  Office  during  period 
in  which  ]\Ir.  Bowden  acted  from  1st  January,  to  31st  July, 
1905. 


Month,  Xame  of  Clerk 

1 905.      absent  during  month. 


H.     van      Reenen 

T  (M  r.    M  u  r  r  a  y 

January       <  ,    i  n 

-'         1      acted.) 

;  (  L.  E.  Frank 
February    ,     A.  X.  DifFord 


March 


April 


May 


.Time 


July 


R.  Pritchard 
E.  Sta])leton 
A.  J.  Begg 

E.  Stai^leton 
M.  C.  Vos 

f  M.  G.  Apthorp    ., 

,'  A,  J.  Begg 

\  F.  L.  Scholtz       ., 

,  T.  K.  K.  Jurisch 

/  A.  C.  G.  Oakes    . 
'  J.  J.  Bosman 

fF.  L.  Scholty.       . 
T.  K.  K.  Jurisch 
I 

;  A.  C.  G.  Oakes 
'^  J.  J.  Bosman 

i  T.  II.  Maclear 
IX.  S.  Marker 

\  f  P.  T).  du  Plessis 

i  F.  L.  Scholtz 
:  :  T.  K.  K.  Jurisch 

J.  J.  Bosman 

l^J.  Souter 


Position. 


Assistant  Surveyor- 
G-eneral. 

Draughtsman         ... 

Temp.  Computer 
Goedetic  Branch. 

Draughtsman 
Acting  Chief    Clerk 
1  st  Class  Clerk 

Acting   Chief   Clerk 
Examiner     of     Dia- 
grams. 
1st  Class  Clerk 

1st  Class  Clerk  ... 
Do.        do. 

Computer  Goedetic 
Branch. 

2nd  Class  Clerk      ... 

Director  of  Second- 
ary  Triangulation. 

1  st  Class  Clerk 

Computer  Goedetic 
Branch. 

2nd  Class  Clerk      ... 

Director  of  Second- 
ary Triangulation. 

1st  Class  Clerk 

1st  Class  Clerk 

Computer 

1st  Class  Clerk 

Computer     Geodetic 

Branch. 
Director     Secondary 

Triangulation. 
Temp.  Draughtsman 


Period. 


31  days.     l;i;()5  to  81/1/05 

13     ,,  1/1;()5  to  13/1/05 

21      .,  Ii2;05  to  21/2/05 


4 

18 
18 

20 


12 

13 
13 
22 


27 


1.3  05  to    4/3/05 

13  3/05  to  30/3/05 

i;3;05  to  18/3/05 

1  '4/05  to  20/4/05 
13;4;05  to  lit  4/05 

l!/4:05  to  22/4/05 

ll/5;05  to  23;5;05 
!;t/5,05  to  31/5/05 
l();5/05  to  31/5/05 

25, 5  05  to  31,5:05 
5  5,05  to  31,5/05 


30     ,. 
30     ., 

1,  (■.().- 

1  i;  0.- 

to  3<i;G/05 
to  30Oi05 

17     .. 

i,(;:o: 

to  17/(');05 

30     .. 

28     ,. 
2(')     .. 

1  (;;o: 
3;t;,o." 
.■;'t;:0." 

to  3o;(;'05 
to  30;(;;05 
to  28;fi/05 

1 0  days 
31     .. 
21      .. 

20,7  05 
1   7  05 
1   7  05 

to  2'.»  7  05 
to  31  7,05 
to  2 1/  7/05 

31      ,. 

1   7  05 

to  31,7,05 

7 

20  7  0." 

to  2(;/7  05 

Resume  :   -  10  Officers  on  Ordinary  Vacation  Jjoave. 
t)         ..  ..    Sick  Lease. 
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Lfa\i'  III'  Absence  trraiited  in  Smpn  e\(iv-(ienei'ar>  (  )tiiee  diirinp: 
fir-t  >i.\  iiiontlis  at'tei'  Mr.  Howden  was  ajijtointLMl  Suivevor- 
(ieiieral.  1   1  (»(i  to  I'A)  1  Ud  : — 


Month.  Nam.-  ..t  Cl.-rk 

I'.iiiti.        ah~.  lit  ihiriiiu''  -M'aitli. 


I'li-it  ion. 


IN-rin,!. 


Fi  lifuarv 


Ma 


.•\liril 


II.  van  Iti-iien    ...  .\--t.  S.  (1.  ...  i;  dav-.  ^  1  <'i\  v<  \:>  I  ')t; 

J.  II.  It.  a.' SuiiiU  1-;  Cla^- CltTk  ...  :;i  ..'  1  |iM;t.j:;i  lot', 

T.d.  (],■  C.  lluiitrt-n  I>raim-ht-nian  ...  >  ..  M  1  n,;  tn     '.<  \  ut] 

.1.  SoMtt'i-             ...  Ti-in]!.  DrauLrht-man  .'1  ..  2'.'  I  'h;  tu  .'II  1  ki", 

\V.  K.  P.all           ...  :^nl(  la-^Cl.'rk  ...  i.".l  ..  :i  i  n,;  to  :!1  I  ur, 

«■.  i;.  Sunii.lrr-  ...  :!nl  Cla~- Cl.-i-k  ...  :^l  ..  1  MH;t(i:;i  !  in; 

.\I    .1.  I'.rink         ...  Ch.  I)rau,-ht<nian  ...  17  ..  1 .")  1  nc,  to  :;  1  lor, 

II.  ('.  HooiHi-      ...  :!r<l  ('la~~  firrk  ...  Ill  ..  1  i;ntito.'51  1   U') 


.!.  H.  I{.  dr  Sniidl      1-t  ri;i"  CliTk 


.1.  Sont.T 

\V.  K.  IJall 
( '.  R.  Sanmler.- 
(■.  K.  Mathfw^ 
M.  .1.  Brink 
H.C.  Hooi»-r 

.M.  (..  AirjKirp 
\V.  E.  I'.all 
C.  I!.  Saumiiv- 
A.  C.  I'.rink 
('.  !•:.  Math.'W.- 


Tcin]i.  I)rau.;hisinau  '2 

I'.rd  CIa>.<  Clerk        ...  :.'^ 

:;nl  ria,--;  ricrk        ...  I's 

l~t  Cla^-inf-rk         ...  7 

Cli.  Dr.iiiL:  ht-nian  ...  2"- 

:;r.l  ria--.  Cl.'rk        ...  2^ 

Ntria-~Clrrk 

:^nl  ri;;.~  Clrrk        ...  I! 

iinl  Cla-^  Clrrk        ...  '.( 

:;nl  ria-^- ci.Tk      ...  :ii 

l-l  Chis^  Cl.rk         ...  L'.". 


F.  .1.  V.  lI.Duininy  L>nd  Cla-  Clerk 

E.  W.  Ainli'i-u  .-   ...  Conijiuter  I  leoiletii. 

1!  ranch. 

>   T.  Harsan:       ...  :ini  f'la-^  Ch-rk 

A.  C.  Brink  ...  ;5rd  Cla-s  Ch-rk 

C.  E.  Mathe-.v-    ...  ]-:t  Cla-^  Ch'rk 

F..I.  V.  H.  Duniinv  L'nd  ria-<  Clerk 


1  I'o.;  i„  Is  -2  0-; 
1-t  anil  2nd 
Fehniary.  I'.'iji'. 
1  2  m;  t(j'2s  2  in; 
1  2  im;  to  2^  2  ik; 
.-.  2nr,  to  II  2  Hi; 
1  2nr,  to  2->  2Hi; 
1  2  or,  to  2s  2  06 

2m  :!  hi;  to  21  :i  o,; 

1  :!  iii;  to    :->  :i  n.; 

1  -A  in;  to    [I :;  o.; 

1  :i  hi;  to  :;i  :;  ot; 

7  'A  or,  to  :;i  :ior, 
2i; :;  m;  to  ;ii  ;{  or, 

:;  I  oi;  to  3o  )  o,; 

I  I  or.  to  1','  I  ih; 

I  1  iir,  to  :;o  i  oi; 

I  1  or,  to    r,  I  iir, 

1  i  or,  t,,  Ho  I  ,„; 


E.  \\  .  .\D(lre\\>  ...  < 'uniimter  ( leoilftic 
Braiieh. 

M.  C.  Vo-  ...     I'^xaininer    of    Dia 

u'l'ani-. 

C.  I!.  ANtoii  ...  Coinpiitri-  (,c.,d(tit- 
iiraneli. 

A.  C.  Brink  ...     iird  Cla<s  Cl,  rk 

i'..l.  V.  H.  Dtiniiiiv      2n.l  Chi—  Cjerk 


1st  to  2iid  Ma 

I  .-,  or,  t,,  ;!i  .- 
1  I  .-,11,;  to  :;i  .-,  I 


Jim.- 


M.  '.'.  V<  <  ...     ExainiiH-r    o  t     I)  i  a 

U'l'aiii-. 
C.  II.  .M~t(in         ...     ( 'oin]iut,  1-  Cfi'detie 

Braneh 
C.  i;.  Sauiid'i-    ...     :;p1  Clas-  Chrk 


1  i;  i.u;  to  2'.i 


iie~\uni    ;        r,  Ollii  '  r- on  iirdiiiaiy  \'ai';;tion  L^av; 
111  S:,k  Lrave. 
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It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  g'O  Into  detail  in  regard  to 
the  above  two  statements,  as  a  mere  glance  at  them  will  show 
that  the  ])ositi()n  which  existed  in  regard  to  leave  in  the 
tSm'vcyor-denerars  Office  during  the  period  of  Mr.  Van  Renen's 
acting  appointment  was  by  iio  means  abnormal,  and  that  during 
the  two  su})sequent  ])eriods  mentioned  not  only  were  there  more 
officers  on  leave,  but  there  were  more  absent  from  office 
simultaneously. 

In  addition  to  his  statement  as  to  the  number  of  officers  absent 
on  leave  while  he  acted,  Mr.  Van  lienen  also  said  that  the  work  of 
the  office  was  increased  ti-emendously,  I  have  caused  this  to  be 
in(|ulred  into,  and  attach  a  statement  showing  the  volume  of 
work  passing  thi'ough  the  office  during  this  period  as  com])ared 
with  the  pi'eceding  and  succeeding  ])ei-iods  of  seven  months. 

Retiu-n  of  ('ommunications  Ile(^eived  and  Des])atched  dui'ing 
])eriod  from  1st  October,  1903,  to  aoth  April,  1904. 

No.   Jleceived.  No.  Despatched. 

6,032  0,160 

(28  per  diem,  including  (24  per  diem,  inchiding 

Sundays)  Sundays) 


Return  of   Commimications   Received  and  Despatched  during 
period  from  3rd  May,  1904,  to  loth  December,  190 1-. 

No.  Received.  I\o.  Despatched. 

8,336  6.240 

(37  per  diem,  including  (27  per  diem,  including 

Sundays)  Sundays) 


Return  of  ('ommunications  Received  and  Des])atched  during 
period  from  1st  .ranuary,  1905,  to  31st  July,  19()o. 

No.  Rt'ceived.  ISo.  Desj)atched. 

6,830  6,117 

(32  per  diem,  including  (29  per  diem,  including 

Sundays)  Sundays) 

T  fui-ther  snbjoin  a  return  shewing  the  munber  oF  a])plications 
foi-  Amended  Titles  I'cceiveil  and  the  number  of  Amended  Titles 
issued  during  similar  ])eriods  :  — 

A])])licati()ns  lor  amended  Titles  fi'om  October,  1903,  to  Aj)ril, 
1904,  inclusive,  37. 

Amended  Titles  issued  during  s;inie  ])erioil,  28. 
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Applicatidiis  for  ainemlcd  Title-  IVoiii  May.   lit()4.    to    Xovom- 
ber.  1!H)4,  iiu'lu>ivc,  22. 

Ahu'IkLhI  Titles  issued  dminu'  -aiue  period,  .")(). 


A))j)lieati(»ns  Inr  amended  TitK'<  from  damiarv.   1 !)(».').  t(^   diilv 
190o.  iiielu-ive.  2S. 

Amended  Titles  i:,siied  dui-inu'  same  pei'iod,  •>". 

Airrnru  j.  ftllkh. 


Mi:.M()KAXl)L'M     15V   Mi;,  (i.   N.  WILLIAMS. 
RE  KKORliAXLSATION  OF  SUin'LYOK-CiENEHAL'S 

OFFICE. 

Otfiee  of  the  Direetoi'  of  Aufieulture. 
Department  of  .Vgrieulturc. 

Cajie  Town.  .Inly,  190*). 

'l"he  eireum>taiiees  reii'ardinu-  the  al)o\e  matter  are,  to  the  l)Cst 
of  mv  I'eeftllertion  as  follows  ;  — 

Some  time  in  May.  1904,  Mi-.  C'ni're\',  who  was  then  Lender 
S('eretai'\'  for  Afrriculturc,  sent  for  me  and.  I'efcrring  to  the 
reeommcruhitions  of  the  Select  C'onnnittee  of  the  Leirislative 
C'onneil  on  this  De])artment.  informed  me  that  he  had.  for  a 
considerahle  ])criod,  l)een  thinkinn;'  over  a  scheme  for  enlarti'inj^' 
the  poweisaiiil  res])onsil)ilities  of  tlie  \arious  Sub-Departments 
of  this  Mini^tci'ial  Division,  and  had  exohcd  such  a  ])lan.  whiidi, 
V  itli  the  Ministers  sanction,  lie  intended  to  ))ut  into  effect 
■without  dela\.  \\  e  discussed  the  duplication  of  Avork  caused  h\- 
the  '■  LantL  Uraiudi  of  this  I)e])artment  existiiiii'  concurreiitlv 
with  the  Surve\-or-(  ieneral  s  ( )tiice,  and  the  conclusion  arri\('(l  at 
was  thai  ill  the  ca>e  of  the  Siir\(>vor-(  ieneral,  the  d(H'eiitralisatioii 
should  he  made  more  ahsohite  than  in  the  case  of  other  branches. 
I  accord inii'ly,  on  instructions,  drafted  a  rough  scheme  ])rovidinLi' 
for  the  transfer  (d'  tiie  Lands  liranch  Work  with  a  proportion  of 
the  staff  of  tliis  Office  to  the  Survevor-(  Jeneral.  1  particularly 
remember  Mr.  Ourrey  usinu'  the  expression  that  he  wished  the 
Surveyor-^  i  eneral  to  he  tlie  "  official  mouthpiece  of  the  Minister 
as  I'cnard-  I^aiids  matters.  Mr.  Currev  approved  of  this  s(  heme 
in  the  mam  and  intervie\\s  took  ]>lace  hetwcen  him  and  Mr.  van 
Iveiieii.  to  which  I  was  called  in  at  \ari<iu>  times  to  e\j)laiii  the 
mode    of   coudiictiiiL;'    and    recording    correspondence,  etc.,    in    tin- 

.\.L':-i-.      \';ill   li,-nrll.  >[ 
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Office.  Mr.  CiuTcy  made  a  strono-  point  of  the  system  of  record, 
and  he  quite  concurred  with  me  that  a  relial^le  officer  accus- 
tomed to  the  working'  of  our  system  should  l)e  transferred  to 
tlie  Cliief  Eecord  Clerlvsliip  of  the  Survey  Office.  Eventually  I 
was  sent  o^er  to  fully  discnss  the  question  with  Mr.  Van  Renen, 
and,  with  him.  to  inspect  the  available  accommodation  there 
(Ml'.  Xnn  Kenen  having',  I  believe,  e:xpressed  an  opinion  that  its 
inadefjuacy  Avoidd  ])reveut  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme.)  ^Ir, 
Van  Kenen  and,  if  I  remember  ai'ight,  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr. 
Hornc,  and  I,  accordingly  carried  out  the  inspection,  and  although 
the  accommodation  Avas  certainly  cramped  1  was  of  oj)inion, 
■vrhich  has  been  justified  by  subsequent  e\ents,  that  it  was  quite 
]K)ssible  to  carry  out  the  proposed  changes.  However  Mr.  van 
Kenen  thought  otherwise,  and  we  then  endeavoured  to  secm-e  a 
])ortion  of  the  Master's  Office,  without  avail  howevei'.  The 
i-esult  -was  that  Mi-.  Van  Kenen,  L  f)elieve,  expressed  an  opinion 
that  it  was  not  feasible  to  carry  out  the  scheme  as  proposed. 
]\li'.  Currey  w'as  very  disap])ointe{l,  but  was  notaltogethei*  siu'prised, 
as  there  liad  l)een  indications  that  the  proposal  was  not  altogether 
favourably  received.  Accordingly  the  comprehensive  scheme 
drop])ed,  and  certain  subjects  only  Avei'C  handed  over  to  the  Survey 
Office,  the  two  "  Lands  "  Offices  continuing  to  run  concurrently. 
What  these  subjects  were  is  disclosed  in  our  letter  No.  D  3713 
of  the  19th  July,  1904.  I  may  hei'C  ex])lain  that  the  system  of 
record  that  had  obtained  in  the  Surveyor-Gcnerars  Office  iip  to 
this  date  Avas  of  a  somewhat  anti(|uated  nature,  having  been  in 
vogue  for  many  years,  and  letters,  etc.,  Avere  recorded  by  means 
of  being  <'o])ied  in  a  M.S.  Jiook,  a  great  Avaste  of  time  and 
laboui',  Avhich  moreoAci',  as  these  copies  Avere  never  checked  or 
certified  to,  Avas  very  liable  to  cri'or.  Mr.  Currey  made  a  \evj 
strong  j)oint  on  the  record  system,  as  1  have  mentioned  above, 
and  reluctance  Avas  displayed  to  acce])t  iimovation  in  this  res])ect, 
exce])t  in  so  far  as  the  ]M.S.  books  Avere  concerned,  which  Avcre 
abolisheil.  and  the  press  c()])y  svstem  adoj^ted  in  their  ])lace. 
IfoAvever,  tlie  changes  aboA c  alluded  to  having  been  made, matters 
Avent  on  until  the  acting  ap])ointment  of  ]Mr.  (*ornish  BoAvden, 
Avho  vei'v  shortly  after  his  accession  to  the  post,  cam^  over  to 
this  office  and  rejn-esented  that  he  Avas  gravely  dissatisfied  with 
the  recoi'd  system  in  the  Survey  Office,  and  the  mode  of  dealing 
Avith  cories[)ondencc  generally,  and  that  he  Avas  determined  to 
make  a  radical  change. 

In  the  meantime  ]Mr.  Sta])leton  had  become  Chief  Clerk,  and 
oui-  system  was  carefully  examined  into,  Avitli  the  result  that  ]\Ir, 
I>OAV(len  approved  its  inti'oduction  into  the  Sui'\('y  Office,  and 
after  discussion  Avith  me  on  the  mattei',  the  services  of  Mr.  l^ouw, 
a  Aci'y  abl(^  young  official  of  this  Office,  Avere  transferred  to  tlu^ 
Sui'veyoi'-denerars  Office,  Avhere  he  took  u\)  the  position  of  Chief 
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Kt'conl  Clerk,  and  iiiauuiiratrd  thr  cliaiifi't'  in  sv-tcin  tlici'c  witli- 
(»ut  (lifiicultv  and  with  rdinplctt'  -uccess.  Mr.  l')i)\vd('n.  1  inider- 
stand,  Ix'inii'  (•(ini])l('telv  >ati-fied  as  to  the  Incrca-cd  rr-nltinof 
etticienc}'  of  liis  ( )tfirc. 

Later,  at  tin.-  time  of  the  ucniM-al  rc-oru'anisat ion  of  the  Dciiart- 
nieiit.  the  clianiic.  which  had  been  ]»ut  f'oi'wai'd  h\-  Mr.  ('nncv 
iweKc  month-  ]ir('\ioii-l\-.  took  |)lacc.  and  the  whole  of  the  i.and> 
work  pi'cN  iousl\-  pci'fornied  ni  this  Department,  tou'cthei'  with  tin; 
stali'  and  records,  went  over  to  the  Surve\'  (  )tHce.  and  this  \ntli- 
ont  increased  accommodation,  and  as  the  system  has  now  heeii  in 
()])eration  for  twelve  months,  with.  I  understand,  siiinal  -uc(H'>s, 
des])ite  the  manv  ditHculties.  ^\•hieh  will  he  appart'nt  to  an\  liody 
ae([uainte  1  with  the  Sui'vevor-(  ieneral  s  ()fHce,  whi(di  must  have 
heset  it.  1  think  <'\|)ei'ienee  ha-  shown  that  Mi'.  C'iirre\-  was 
anipK-  jii-tifieil  in  jn'oposini;'  the  ehan^'e  in  li)()4.  and  that  the 
oj)])0.sit  ion  ^vhich  he  met  with  Avas  totally  unfounded.  L  think 
that  fi'om  the  facts  abovt^  stated,  Mr.  C'urrey's  opinion  of  the 
niattei-  can  be  easily  oauu'ed.  1  ha\'e  been  careful  to  adhere  to 
stating-  facts,  and  not  to  u'ive  deductions  therefrom,  but  I  thiidc  I 
am  at  libertA'  to  sav  that  Mr.  C'urrey's  opinion  of  A[r.  \'an  Jvenen, 
from  what  he  said  to  me,  was  \'ei'\-  unfa\ ourabK'  influenced  bv 
these  circumstanco. 

(i.   N.   WILLIAMS. 

Dejjartment  of  .Voi'ieult  lire. 
2(itli  dulv.  liJOti. 
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LLTTLH  FROM  UXDLK  SLCHLTARV  FOR  AdRL- 
CULTLRL  TO  TIIL  SUR  VL  VoR-( ,  LNLR  A  L 
INVFSTIXO     HIM     WITH     MIXISTLRS    I)I:LL- 

(;atli)  authority  to  act    in    clrtaix 

CASF.S. 

No.  D:57l:;. 

Depai'tment  of  A  u'riciilt  iire, 

(  'ape  of  (  iood   1  [ope. 
Cape  Town.  l!Mh  -Inly.  I!M)1. 
The  Siii'N  f\'or  ( ieih-i'al. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  iniorm  yon  that  the  S,.(.i-|.tni'\  fer  Aiiriciilt lire 
ha-  decided  that  the  -uliject-  named  in  the  accompaiu  inu'  -chedule 
.-hall  foi'  the  future  be  (h'alt   with  ^\•holl\    bv  \dii  direct,  in-tead  of. 
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as  lierctoforo,  tliroii<2,"h  the  niediiim  of  this  Otfice;  and  you  are 
hereby  invested  with  the  Ministei-'s  delegated  authority  to  act 
accordingly  without  reference  to  liim  except  where  any  case 
should  present  featui'cs  wliich  are  out  of  the  ordinary  course. 

This  authority  is  intended  to  carry  Avith  it  the  ])Ower  to  com- 
nuuiicate  direct  with  other  ^Ministerial  Departinents. 

When  the  authoi'ity  of  the  (lovernoi-  in  Council  is  required  for 
any  of  the  niatters  to  he  dealt  witli  luider  the  Schedule  you  will 
he  good  enough  to  ])re])are  a  ^Minute  in  accordance  with  the 
annexed  memo,  and  send  it  to  this  office,  whence  it  Avill  he 
forwarded  to  the  Prime  ^Minister  and  after  a])proval  returned  to 
you.  You  will  not  receive  a  forwarding  letter  with  any  of  these 
jNIinutes,  the  fact  of  its  Ijeing  endorsed  as  approved  constituting 
your  authority  for  the  further  procedure  which  ma}  1)e  necessary. 

In  any  case  in  which  the  instructions  or  the  ])ei"sonal  authority 
of  the  Minister  may  he  necessary  in  any  of  the  subjects 
contained  in  the  Sche(hjle  the  ]ja])ers  should  he  ;-uhmitted  to  him 
with  a  short  ]>recis  i-cciting  the  case  and  yovu'  I'ecommendations  as 
to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted.  The  Minister's  decision  a\  ill  then 
be  conveyed  to  you  in  the  shape  of  an  endorsement  thereon. 

It  is  also  desired  that  when  dealing  with  all  matters  referi'ed  to 
you  by  the  Minister  for  I'cport  you  will  yoiu'self  make  any 
])reliminary  references  or  en([uiries  which  you  considei'  necessary 
to  enable  you  to  fi-ame  a  definite  report  or  reconnnendation,  instead 
of  as  heretofore  ])ointing  out  that  such  and  such  enquiries  are 
needed  Ixifore  you  can  finally  advise  the  Minister. 

I  have,  etc.,  etc., 

(Sgd.)     CHARLES  CUJUIEV, 

Under  Secretary  for  Agi'iculture. 

P.S. — The  Secretary  for  Agricultiu'c  further  grants  you 
extended  powers  in  regard  to  the  control  of  youi-  Staff  as  set 
forth  in  the  attached  Memorandmn. 


Department  of  Agriculture, 
Office  of  the  vSecretary  for  Agi'icultur(\ 

Cape  Town,  19th  July,  1904. 

CONTROL    OF    STAFF. 

The   Siu'veyoi'-Genei'al. 

1.         ^lj>J)(--llit III'  lll.S. 

Within  the  limits  of  your  \'()tes  you  are  emj)owered  to  engage^ 
(lischai-ge,   suspend   and     ini])ose    ])enahies    foi'    offences    against 
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discipline,  upon  ;iii\  lOinjildNf'  i-cqnii-od  for  the  work  uinlcr  your 
control,  without  ]irc\ious  rcici-cnce  to  the  Minister,  ])rovi(le(l  lu-^ 
pay  (1<H\<  not  cxccc^il  I'ld  a  month,  and  he  does  not  conti'ihute  to 
the  Pension   Funds. 

Where  the  ))ay  exceeds  £  10  a  month,  or  the  J■implo^•e  is  oi' 
should  he  a  ('out rihutoi-  to  the  I*ension  Funds,  the  Mnn>tirs 
previous  approval  must  he  ohtained  for  enu'auement.  di<charu'e 
()!■  piuii>hment  foi-  otrence>  aii'ainst    discipline. 

Susp  ii-ion  of  >uch  ofHcers  is  provided  for  undei"  the  ('i\il 
Sei'vice  Iveu'ulatioiH. 

2.       .  l//sr/icr  on   h  (ifc. 

\  ou  ai'!^  al<o  empowered  to  o-raiit  leavc-of-ahsence  to  all 
Members  of  vour  Stall"  or  l'im])lo\es  without  ])revious  reference 
to  the  ^Flnistel•  when  -uch  h'ave  (a)  is  in  accoi'dance  with  the 
Keii'ulation<.  ( /y )  does  not  exec'd  on"  month.  an<l  (r)  does  not 
in\()lve  extra  cost  f'li'  ])erformance  of  (luti(v.  ( )therwise  the 
pi'cvious  aut horit \'  of  the  Minist(M'  must  be  obtaine(L  A  state- 
ment of  all  h'ave  uranted  b\  \(iu  nuist  be  forwarded  to  the 
Ministei'   monthly. 


Ahs, 


Dili  If. 


Abs('nc<'  from  llead(piarters  on  dutv  of  an\'  Membei*  of  yoiu' 
Stat!"  may  l)e  ari'anired  b\  vou  :  but  in  your  o\vn  case  tlie 
Minister  must  bt^  advised  of  short  al)seni'es  say  three  or  four 
davs  :  \vliile  lor  lonuer  absences  his  ]))-evious  sanction  must  be 
obtained. 

(Signed)     (■IIARLF:S    (  rKRFY, 

I  ndi'r  Secretary  for  ALTricultui-e. 

Department   of  Auricult  iu"e. 
l!)th  ,lul\.  11H)4. 


MKMORAXDUM   OX    MATTFHS  TO   WY.  WHOLLY 

DFALT  WITH  r,v  Tin:  sikvevok-ofxekal. 


1.    Amended  title  under  Lands  Ueacons  Act.  !*,   1S79. 
'1.    Sales  midei'  Section  2.  Act    1.";,    1SS7. 

;i 14. 

4 i;;. 

.").    Lease-  under  Section-  4  \-  .'>.  Act  2<).   ISDl. 

•  i.    liouudaries — -I)i\i-i(inal  ami  other. 

7.    Docinnents    bu-    <afe    cu>tod\"    to    li'o    direct     to    Surve\or- 
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Oeneral. 

8.  Kegistration  of  Servitudes. 

9.  All  miscellaneous  applications  for  land  and  enquiries  re  to 

go  direct  to  Surveyor-General  in  first  instance. 

10.  Quitrent  redemption  and  apportionment. 

1 1 .  Transfers  of  land — requiring  consent  of  Governor. 

12.  Geodetic  Survey. 

13.  Topographical  Survey. 

14.  Permits  Proclamation  103,  1900. 

15.  Assessing  Values  of  Parliamentary  Land  Grants. 

16.  Issue  of  Notices  gazetting  Land  Surveyors. 

17.  Issue   of   Notices   advertising    Lands   for   selection   under 

Act  40,  1895. 

(Signed)       CHARLES  CURREY, 


Under  Secretary  for  Agriculture. 


Department  of  Agriculture. 
19th  July,  1904. 
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